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Halfway through last Sunday’s Grand Prix, Jacques Laffite’s action at 
the Ste Devote chicane summed up the problems of the new Monte Carlo 
circuit. His scramble past Emerson Fittipaldi was sheer desperation. The 
faster speed, the greater width and, most importantly, the far better brak- 


_ ing efficiency of the modern Formula 1 car have combined with c. to 


the circuit itself to turn Monaco into disappointingly little more t a 
high-speed procession. The real race takes place during 5 aaetdeang 

f course, it has always been difficult to overtake at Monaco, but when 
the cars were braking earlier a few years ago it was at least possible to out- 
brake other drivers going into Ste Devote, Mirabeau, the harbour chicane, 
Tabac and the Gasworks hairpin. The improving acceleration, handling 
and braking characteristics of Grand Prix designs reduced the possibili- 
ties in the early 1970s. Drivers had really to screw themselves up to pass 
at Ste Devote and Mirabeau, the chicane ceased to be “on” and Tabac 
became extremely difficult, so most drivers attempting to overtake 
planned ahead with the intention of cutting inside their opponents on the 
run down to Gasworks. But that went after the 1972 race, and in its place 


in 1973 was the most mickey-mouse section of any Grand Prix circuit in 


the world, culminating in the very tight hairpin at Rascasse. 

The straight down to Mirabeau from Casino Square is really too short, 
and last year speeds into Ste Devote were too fast for all but the bravest 
drivers to get any outbraking done there. The AC de Monaco organizers 
were concerned about the specs of the F1 cars up the hill after Ste Devote 
and, in an effort to slow them down and hopefully to provide a place to 
overtake, they put in a chicane there for the 1976 event. 

The new chicane was not very effective in cutting down the speeds of the 
cars travelling up the hill, it did nothing to help overtaking, and produced 
frightening potential for a serious accident. 

Another new chicane, before the start/finish ‘“‘straight’’, was designed to 
slow cars as they approached Ste Devote, again in an effort to make over- 
taking possible there. It was only marginally effective in this, if at all, and 


the cars were still coming down to Ste Devote at perhaps 135mph before 
petting one the brakes for the now very tight double corner. The cars 


eft, and then swung through 90 degrees right for the ae uphill 
to Casino Square. As they did this, they presented a broadside aspect to 
any other cars braking for the chicane — and there was nothing to stop 
any driver who had really locked up from careering straight over the 
chicane and T-boning another man halfway through. During qualifyin 
Vittorio Brambilla was inches away from smashing at speed into y ode 
Scheckter, who was himself travelli 4 at about 45mph; had Brambilla 
arrived a split-second earlier, he could have been launched by the chicane 
kerbing straight into Scheckter’s cockpit, and the possible results are 
horrible to contemplate. As it was, Brambilla hit the guardrail on the far 
side of the circuit almost head-on. 

This chicane was built in the name of safety. By some stroke of good 
fortune, a similar incident did not occur during actual racing, although an 
F3 driver emulated Brambilla during practice. We do not understan how 
it ever passed inspection by the drivers’ Safety Committee (represented 
on this occasion, we understand, by Jean-Pierre Jarier). Next year, there 
must be a different arrangement at Ste Devote; if that is not possible, then 
at least there must be a guardrail on the chicane island. 

But what of next year? Everybody, including the drivers, wants to see 
Monaco continue as a Grand Prix circuit, and there is no question that it 
will not do so. It still provides one of the very greatest spectacles in motor 
sport. But is it really necessary to endure Grands Prix during which so 
little overtaking is done? Is it not possible for something to be worked out 
with the aim of giving usa real race again? 

Monaco is brilliantly ingenious in its construction, and every inch of the 
town’s precious little space is utilized. Cannot some of the Monagasque 
ingenuity be directed towards a solution to the problem? A tighter corner 
at Tabac followed by a straight down to Rascasse, which would actually 
involve very little realignment of the harbour wall, might provide an 
answer, for example. Or some completely new section of track. Anything 
to recreate even just one proper outbraking point would be a very worth- 
while improvement. é 

The French daily newspaper Nice Matin published a crowd figure of 
100,000 for this year’s Grand Prix, and if. that kind of a crowd will con- 
tinue to pay an awful lot of money to watch a high-speed procession, with 
only the drivers’ cornering skill to admire, it is unlikely that the town 
planners will adopt an altruistic attitude to the sport for its own sake, and 
spend money on major circuit revisions. But the Monaseoanes of ail 

ople, can afford to invest in their Grand Prix, which brings them 
immeasurable prestige and, of course, income. They may take the view 
that they owe their spectators nothing, but the sport of motor racing most 
certainly does. And the sport, in the form of the Formula 1 Constructors 
Association, should seek een consultation with the organizers to 
ensure, as best they can, that this investment is made. 
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cover picture 


Clay Regazzoni injected some excitement into the final laps of last Sunday's 

Monaco Grand Prix with his attempts to complete the Ferrari domination by 

passig cody Scheckter’s Elf-Tyrrell for second place. Report: page 8. Photo: 
avid Winter. 


These Kems were correct at tne time of going to press. 
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F & S come to 
Ensign’s aid 


Sitting quietly in the Formula 1 
addock after Chris Amon had quali- 
Fed his Ensign fifth fastest after 
Thursday practice at Monaco, Mo 
Nunn was approached by Ton Fagel 
and Bob van der Sluis, the Dutch 
roperty men who sponsor Boy 
Bavie in Formula 3. They said that 
they understood that Team ee 
were seeking finance, and would it be 
all right if they put their F&S Pro- 
perties stickers on the car and spon- 
sored it for this race? And they had 
the money with them, and would 
Nunn mind if they paid in cash? 
From his vantage point on the 
floor, Nunn agreed, and a deal was 


ickly struck. It is just possible 
that the Ensign might appear in the 
same.colours at Zandvoort. 


Boy Hayje — an F1 Ensign? 


First National 
back USAC 


At a press conference at the 
Be upols Speedway last Friday, 
First National City Bank (Travellers’ 
Checks) announced that they would 
offer up a prize fund totalling 
$35,000 for the final USAC points 
standings. 

This does not mean they are 
becoming the series’ main sponsors; 
it will still be known as the USAC 
Championship Trail. 


March get 
Giacomell 


Two hours after he had won the first 
Formula 3 heat at Monaco last 
Saturday — and an hour before he 
took to the circuit again to score 
such a convincing victory in the final 
— Bruno Giacomelli and his Italian 
business manager had a meeting 
with March director Max Mosley. 
The outcome was that March Engi- 
neering took an _ option on 
Giacomelli’s services in Formula 1 
for 1977 and 1978. March have until 
October of this year to present firm 
arrangements for 23-year-old Bruno 
to drive one of their cars during the 
next two Grand Prix seasons. f 

Mosley was pleased with stealing a 
march on any other Fl team 
Managers who malent have been 
@terested, and full of praise for 
Bro: “You know, sometimes you 
een see quickly if a young driver has 
e0t something — we think he’s very 
special indeed.’’ The real reason 
behind the signing was that 
Giacomelli had received a prelimi- 
nary approach from Ferrari. . . - 
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John Horsman (left), Jean-Louis Lafosse, Derek Bell and Francois Migault 


stand by their JCB/Total-sponsored Mirage-Fords which they will run at Le 


Mans next week. 


Total support for JCB 
Mirages at Le Mans 


J.C. Bamford (Excavators), through 
their French division, together with 
the French oil company Total and 
the Grand Touring Cars concern 
from Phoenix, Arizona, are joining 
forces to make a bold bid at seam 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans at the en 
of next week. 

The cars being used are the pair of 
Mirage GR8s which, in Gulf colours, 
came first and third in last year’s 
race. Both cars have been bought, as 
many readers will already know, by 
Harley E. Cluxton, president of the 
American GTC company. It was his 
original intention to race them at the 
ie ig and Elkhart Lake G6 
World Sin GaSe pees sports car 
races, but Le Mans has now been 
taken into the schedule. 

The driving line-up will be Derek 


Schuppan at Indy. 


A closed TV circuit 


The Automobile Club de Monaco’s 
organization last weekend was in 
many ways impressive. For example, 
opposite the start/finish line was a 


temporary Race Control Centre in 


which various officials in charge. of 
different aspects of organization — 
the Chief Fire Marshal, the Chief 
Medical Officer, and so on — were 
kept in touch with the entire circuit 
by means of a total of 16 fixed closed 
circuit television cameras, strategic- 
ally placed all round the track and 
constantly relaying pictures during 


Bell and Vern Schuppan in one car, 
and Frenchmen Jean-Louis Lafosse 
ene Francois Migault will drive the 
other. 


The cars are currently being pre- 
pared down at Maurice Gomm’s 
workshops in Woking under the 
direction of John Horsman who, 
along with mechanics and team per- 
sonnel, will almost recreate the 
entire winning team from last year. 


Power for the Mirages again comes 
from the Cosworth-Ford DFV engine 
which has been detuned to 400bhp, 
and the rev limit cut a further 1500 
revs down to 9500rpm. However, 
with their specially evolved body 
shape, which has a drag co-efficient 
of 0.35, top speeds in excess of 
200mph are envisaged. . 


Schuppan’s 


Vern Schuppan’s performance at 
Indianapolis. in the second works 
Eagle last Sunday may just look like 
an 18th place in the overall results 
and five laps behind the leaders, but 
it pees far deeper than that. In fact 
Schuppan’s race performance landed 
him with the coveted Rookie of the 
Year award, which was announced 
last Monday night at the prize 
giving ceremonies. 

Starting at the middle of the grid, 
the friendly Australian was slowed 
during the first 30 laps or so with 
what turned out to be a slowly 
deflating rear tyre. Schuppan had to 
make two pitstops before the All 
American Racers ns crew traced the 
trouble, but by then he was several 
laps behind. 

ndaunted, Vern returned to the 


practice sessions and the races to 16 
screens in front of the officials. 


The timing at Monaco was a com- 
puterized Longines system, and 
detailed practice results could be 
produced ten minutes after the end 
of each session. And a special tweak 
at the circuit this year was the 
perfect way to check out protests 
over practice times — another fixed 

on the start/finish line, 
feedng into a videotape machine 
linked to the timing system. 


BMWs at 
the Glen's 
G5 thrash 


Ronnie Peterson and Brian Redman, 
two BMW contracted drivers, will be 
rejoining the Munich team for the 
Watkins Glen G5 race which takes 
pes at the American circuit on July 


Peterson has been brought into 
the Faltz Alpina team and the Swede 
will share the team’s regular works- 
assisted 3.5-litre CSL with Harald 
Grohs and Sam Posey at this six- 
hour race. 

Redman will team up with John 
Fitzpatrick and Tom Walkinshaw in 
the British Hermetite-backed CSL, 
while American IMSA champion 
Peter Gregg completes a three-car 
Bavarian attack by planning to run 
his current IMSA car (to G5 trim) for 
himself and Hurley Haywood. 

The decision to go to this race by 
the teams in question was reached | 
prior to last Sunday’s G5 race at the 

urburgring, although the result (a 
second successive win for BMW) 
must have cemented their Stateside 
intentions. 

There is also a chance that BMW 
will run a “works” CSL at the G2 
ETCC race which takes place at the 
Nurburgring on the same day. With 
the long awaited debut of the 
Leyland Jaguars expected at this 
event, BMW GmbH are naturally 
anxious not to get caught napping, 
despite the fact that the Belgian 
Luigi cars have won all four rounds 


’ to date, admittedly against little 


opposition. 

It is expected that BMW will take 
over one of the Luigi CSLs and crew 
it with the formidable driver pairing 
of Hans-Joachim Stuck and Gunnar 
Nilsson. 


top rookie © 


track and soon found himself tucked 
in behind A. J. Foyt, who was 
disputing second piece and chasin 
the race leader Johnny Rutherford. 
Vern told our American 
correspondent afterwards that, in 
fact, Foyt was holding him up for the 
10 pps they were together! : 

Schuppan later found himself in 
front of Al Unser’s DFX-powered 
Parnelli and, once again, the rookie 
continued to impress by effortlessly 
staying in front for around a dozen 
1-3 hat is more, Vern was 

_vua..y lapping (consistently) faster 
than his team-mate Pancho Carter 
towards the latter stages of the 
shortened race, and Carter finished 
fifth. 

It was this “race” within a race 
that won Schuppan the award. 


Robarts is back 


It’s good to know that following his 
horrific accident at Vellehnee 
where he absolutely destroyed his 
’ Formula 2 March 752, Richard 
Roberts will be back on the F2 scene, 
hopefully starting at Pau _ this 
mesken , with a brand new March 
The Myson Group are again 
backing the project, and Robarts has 
made a remarkable recovery; his 
broken ribs and facial damage 
having healed to good effect since 
the crash 2 month ago. 
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Pearson’s 
World 600 


Despite clashing with the Memorial 
Day classic up at Indianapolis, the 
forid 600 NASCAR race, held at 
the 1}mile Charlotte speedwayin 
North Carolina, featured all the 
usual Grand National stars and, for 
the fifth time this season, it was 
David Pearson who took the 
winner’s spoils when he brought his 
Woods Brothers-prepared Purolator 
Mercury home 7s clear of Richard 
Petty's STP Dodge. Pearson 
averaged 137.352mph for the 400-lap 


race. 

On the pole had been Cale 
Yarborough’s familiar Holly Farms 
Chevrolet Chevelle and, having led a 
lot of the early laps, he was forced to 
make an extra pitstop to change a 
flat tyre. 

Pearson took command of the race 
for the last 100 laps or so, leading 
until the end while Yarborough 
never quite overcame his earlier set- 
back and had to settle for third 
place, albeit a lap down. 

Fourth and three laps down, was 
Bobby Allison’s CAM2 Mercury 
while Benny Parsons in the Kings 
Row Chevelle and Donnie Allison, in 
Hoss Ellington’s similar car, were 
another lap adrift. 

Buddy Baker (Ford Torino) and 
Dave Marcus (K & K Dee were 
both running in the top half dozen 
early on when the latter spun, Baker 
having no alternative but to hit him. 
Both were sidelined. 

Janet Guthrie, having done so well 
at Indy’s practice week, made a 
move into NASCAR and enrolled 
herself into the history books by 
becoming the first woman ever to. 

alify for a Superspeedway event. 

e .was drivin e spare Hoss 
ay Chevelle. Miss Guthrie 
a ified 27th on -the grid and 

ished 15th, although 22 laps 
behind the winner. 


In the Grand National points’ 


standings, the margin between Yar- 

borough and Parsons is now 

eal, while Petty is also very 
se. 


van Lennep 
to quit racing 


og Lennep will partner Jacky 
I in the works Martini & Rossi- 
sored G6 Porsche 936 turbo at 

the Le Mans 24 Hour race which 
takes place next weekend. It may 
well be van Lennep’s last race, for 
the Dutchman told us in Germany 
last weekend that he is retiring from 
motor racing, “having competed for 
over 16 years”. 
Van Lennep, who is 34 years old, is 

a past winner of the Le Mans race, a 
points scorer in World Champion- 
ship Grands Prix over the last few 
years and a former European F5000 
champion, said he felt there was 
little point in continuing, “unless I 
was offered something _ really 


worthwhile like a regular Martini 


Porsche drive.” 

Gijs is one of those drivers who 
has driven everything from an F3 
Brabham-DAF for the Chequered 
Fiat back in 1967, through to big 
Porsche 917 sports cars plus the 
occasional eating in an F1 Surtees 
end Williams. “It would be nice to 
= a career by winning Le Mans,” 

e 

The second Martini Porsche, the 
935 “GT” will be driven by its ane 
Retiesaee -: ac: 

Schurti 
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Gilles Villeneuve, who will definitely 
be running the Pau F2 race this 
weekend in a Ron Dennis March- 
Hart 762 (partnering Eddie 
Cheever), was finally beaten at West- 
wood last weekend when the second 
round of the Canadian Player’s 
Formula Atlantic series took place. 

However, Villeneuve was sidelined 
by a sticking throttle and a detached 
oil line while leading. 

The race was run in pouring rain, 
practice having been in the dry. 
Villeneuve was again on the pole in 
his Ecurie Canada March 76B, ahead 
of the Lola T460s of Tom Klausler, 
Tom Gloy and Bertil Roos, followed 
by the March 76Bs of Marty Loft 
and Bobby Rahal. 

Even in the appalling conditions, 


the race got underway, and imme- 
diately Villeneuve opened up a 
healthy lead approachin 11s. 


Second place was initially disputed 
between Roos and the impressive 


de Cadenet’s sugar- daddy 


Tate & Lyle have teamed up with 
Alain de Cadenet to sponsor his 3- 
litre Lola-Cosworth T380 at Le Mans: 
this year. Tate & Lyle’s sponsorship 
of the car for this one event is in- 
tended to promote the use of sugar 
in energy-consuming sports and, in 
this case, it’s “Sugar for Endurance” 
which takes the main theme. 

With five previous races at Le 
Mans, de Cadenet is no newcomer to 


Varying French fortunes at Monaco last weekend for Henri Pescarolo 
(bottom) who failed to qualify his ‘new’ Surtees TS19 while Patrick Depailler’s , 


Loft’s wet Atlantic 


Loft, while Klausler dropped 
steadily back finally to finish nimth. 
Rahal was yet again an early race 
casualty, ae on the first lap 
and later falling off for good. 

Up front, Villeneuve’s lead 
dwindled as he started having prob- 
lems with a sticking throttle, and it 
wasn’t long before Loft swept 
through, the ex-FF driver speeding. 
on toward his first Atlantic victory 
in three starts. Villeneuve then spun, 
deranging an oil line which led to his 
retirement. Johnny Gerber’s Bill 
Scott Chevron B34 eventually came 
in second, 27.6s down but comfort- 
ably ahead of Roos, while Price Cobb. 
(March 76B), Gloy and Bobby 
‘Brown (Chévron B34) completed the 
top six. 


Bill Brack, the reigning champion, 
and Elliott Forbes-Robinson in Allan 
McCall’s Tui, did not feature 
throughout the meeting. 


the race. He will again team up with 
Chris Craft to race the car which was 
running third for over eight hours in 
1975 (having set fastest lap) before 
suspension failure cost them a, 
number of places. 


- The car has been under going all 
kinds of tests recently in an effort to 
improve reliability and attain maxi- 
mum speed of over 200mph. .. .! 


Tyrrell P34/2 (below) suffered the same broken cross-member (which the 
photograph: shows) as befell team-mate Jody Scheckter at Zolder, although he 
Joy thi 


‘ing a Chevrolet Monza, 


% 


Fie 2 
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Bernard Darniche — lots of horses. 


Darniche in 
a Batmobile 


Among some of the American 
entries for Le Mans, we hear that 
French rally ace Bernard Darniche 
will co-drive John Greenwood’s 
225mph, 700bhp, 7.7-litre Chevrolet 
Corvette. Milt Minter is also enter- 
i while 
Richard Brooks (Ford Torino) and 
Hershal McGriff (Dodge) are 
bringing along their ASCAR 
stockers. 


1G5 Lancia 


will return 


The works Lancia Stratos turbo 
Group 5 car will definitely be at the 
next round of the World Champion- 
ship of Makes at the Osterreichring 
on June 27, driven by Vittorio 
Brambilla/Carlo Facetti. Team 
manager Mike Parkes had flown into 
Monaco from Greece last weekend, 
and confirmed that it was industrial 
action which kept the car away from 
the Silverstone 6 Hours on May 9. 
Apparently the Lancia management 
negotiates an agreement with its em- 
ployees every three years, the inten- 
tion being to avoid industrial 
troubles for long periods. However, 
as the time of each renegotiation 
draws near, the unions begin agr 
tating for the best terms they can 


- get, and there is usually trouble mn 


the weeks leading up to the new deal 
being signed. The unions were not m 
fact acting against the competitions 
department because they disapprove 
of the amount of money spent on 
racing and rallying, as was earlier 
reported; rather, they were insisti 
that the department should seek soli- 
darity by joining in with their strike 
action. Just before Silverstone, the 
competitions department was closed 
down by the strike pickets, who also 
forced Parkes to vacate his office. 

Agreement for the period May 
1976 to May 1979 has now been 
reached, and Parkes is confident of a 
trouble-free life at Lancia — for the 
next 2} years or so, anyway. 


@ In an effort to score points and 


therefore become eligible for the 
German Bilstein Trophy (open to G4 
and G2 cars), Aust Tim 


Schenken and Dutchman Tome 
Hezemans have jomed Frenchman 
Bob Wollek m taking out German 
racing Ecenses - 


> 


Ron Tauranac had to come to the 
rescue of the nine drivers with Ralts 
entered for the Monaco F3 race last 
weekend, who were stopped by the 
organizers from going out onto the 
circuit for their second practice 
session early on the Friday morning. 
The scrutineers had come up with a 
novel interpretation of the rear wing 
height rule, due apparently to a para- 
— being omitted from the French 
on lage section of the FIA ‘yellow 


part of the cars (the bottom of the 
nose section), although the usual 


interpretation of the rule provides 


for the measurement to be taken 
from the bottom of the monocoque. 
It soon became clear that the Ralt 
problem would apply, not only to 
other Formula 3 cars, but to the 
Grand Prix cars as well, and after 
Tauranac had engaged the assist- 
ance of representatives of the CSI 
and the F1CA~the matter was 
dropped. However; in order to get 
onto the track Ian Flux had moved 
the wing of the Ockley Ralt down an 
inch, and found«himself stuck with 
this disadvantage for the rest of the 
weekend. j 


take ‘Ring win 


Marc Surer — secondin F3 


Despite the clashing Formula 3 
fixture at Monaco, there were still a 
field of almost 30 cars ready to take 
part in a German championship F3 
race round at the Nurburgring last 
Saturday. 

Both practice and the race were 
dominated by two cars, although in 
the end one of them, Rudi Doetsch’s 
KWS March-Toyota 763, came 


through to win fairly comfortably. . 


Doestch was on the pole by 0.1s from 
Italian Guiseppe Bossoni in his 
March-Toyota 763, both of them 
only 2s outside Conny Andersson’s 
record. 

ssoni led away at the start but. 
Was i a minute for being a 
little . The Italian competently 
held on for a lap before Doetsch got 


. Mid-way through the five-lap (71- 
Aa ate? iin gee ae with “a 
technical defect” which allowed the 
second KWS March. this one BMW- 


The scrutes were keen to 
measure the height from the lowest: 


Doetsch and Arpianen 


Didier Pironi in the Ecurie Elf 
Martini Mk18 continued his domina- 


tion of the Formula Renault Europe 


series at Monaco, the 24-lap race 
held on the Sunday shortly before 
the Grand Prix. Having started from 
pole as usual, almost half a second 

uicker than Alain Cudini (Lola 

410) and Serge Saulnier (Martini), 
Pironi drove a typically neat race 
and led all the way, easing up 
towards the close to take the flag 
almost 4s clear of Dany Snobeck (BP 
Martini). 

Cudini held down second place 
until an eighth-lap spin dropped him 
to sixth, which left Snobeck with a 
lonely race in second spot. Saulnier 
diced for third place with Marc 
Sourd (Antar Martini) and Christian 
Ethuin (Motul Martini), but with five 
laps to go he ran into gearbox 
trouble and headed for the pits, 
leaving Sourd to hold off Ethuin, 
who was himself almost repassed by 
Cudini in fifth place. Yves Barazin in 
another Martini was sixth, well clear 
of Jean Ragnotti (AGS) and Jacques 
Coulon in the other Motul Martini, 
neither of whom really featured. 
Richard Dallest in his Elf Lola was 

_another driver in gearbox difficulties 
and had to struggle to come in 12th. 


apiece 


powered, of Marc Surer to complete 
a neat one-two, although some 30s 
adrift. ‘ 

Third, ey bees distinctly under 
the weather ( 
transporter overnight with the 
engine running!), was the promising 
21-year-old Werner Klein in his Ralt- 
BMW RT1. Klein, after a slow start, 
pulled up well through the field 
(ninth on lap 2) to pip Jochen 
Dauer’s Maco-Toyota 376 and Detlef 
Schmickler’s Ralt-BMW RT1 on the 
last lap. 

The other single-seater race on the 
programme was a qualifying round 
of the Castrol GTX Super Vee series 
and, once again, it was Finland’s 
Mika Arpianen who took the pole, 
the fastest lap and the race victory. 

No one was able to stay on terms 


with the Veemax-Jaktlund, which 


pulled away from the rest at several 
seconds a lap. Alexander Giittes, 
who put his ATS Lola T326 on the 
front row alongside Arpianen, ran 
second throughout, but it was a little 
more fraught for the next few places. 

Featuring were Jochen Engel (ATS 


Lola T324), Dieter Engle (Kaimann), 


Frank Lampe (ATS Lola 1T326), 
Kennerth Persson (Meray Kaimann), 
Gunter Gebhardt (TOJ), Hans Royer 
(works Kaimann), Eugen Pfisterer 
(Kaimann) and_ Briton’s 
Morrison in his Votex Lola-Daghorn 
T326. 

Morrison had been fifth on the 
grid, but got swallowed up at the 
start and spent most of the race 
having to battle through the back of 
this large bunch. Out of it all, came 
Dieter Engel followed by Persson, 
and then Jochen Engel, Royer and 
Morrison almost falling over each 
other. 

Britain’s other representatives 
were Bruce Venn, who drove well to 
bring his Elden home 13th, and poor 
Ron Grant, who had to non-start his 
Taurus having blown his only engine 
in practice. 


e had slept in his, 


John. 


Since Jean-Pierre Jabouille’s F2 Elf 2J appeared (and won) with a double rear- 
wing set up at Vallelunga earlier last month, many teams have started to 
produce their own version. McLaren tried it at Monaco on Jochen Mass’ M23 


(below) but the idea is not new. Above is a ge i on Johnny Rutherford’s 
es: 


USAC Brabham BT82 at Ontario in 1970 


development engineer Don Gates. 


McCall quits 


“I’ve had enough” said Allan McCall 
after last weekend’s Canadian 
Atlantic race. “The car’s too old. It 
won't work anymore.” 

With these words, the former New 
Zealand McLaren F1 mechanic (and 
designer of the eight-year-old Tui 
Atlantic car which has been driven 
so far this year by Elliott Forbes- 
Robinson), said he is finally quitting 
the series. 

McCall has threatened to do this 
before, primarily because of lack of 
finance. Now our man in Canada tells 
us that McCall means it this time. 
He has no alternative. 

This means that Forbes-Robinson, 
who won two Canadian Atlantic 
races last year, is now without a 
drive. 


Ray Mallock and his enthusiastic 
Team Ardmore equipe, having been 
one of many who suffered at the 
hands of the officious Salzburg F2 
es Spb a fortnight ago, are going 
to Pau this weekend where they agpe 
to race their venerable March 742 for 
the last time. 

“It’s difficult enough to get into 
F2 races these days,’ said team 
manager John Heitman, “arid you 


really need the latest equipment to 


stand any chance of doing anything 
whatsoever. We bought our Lola 
with that intention, although things 
haven't turned out quite as well as 
we'd hoped.” 


Mallock seeks replacement 


igned by ex-Chaparral 


On the 
wrong track 


We got our wires crossed in last 
week’s Imola G6 sports car re 

The Alfa Romeo 33 TS12 ich 
finished second driven by Vittorio 
Brambilla/Arturo Merzario to the 
winning Martini Porsche was not 
running the new turbocharged 
engine and it was not on Pirelli tyres, 
but Goodyears. It was, however, 
Alfa’s new monocoque chassis. 


-'@ Manou Zurini, the internationally- 


known motor sport photographer 
who has been racing a Renault R5 
this year, was disqualified from his 
most recent race for havng a non- 
standard head gasket. Tut-tut. 


The team returned their Lola T450 
to the factory after Ian Ashley's 
vain attempt at making it go quickly 
at Thruxton’s Easter race, od it has 
remained under Lola’s roof ever 
since awaiting modifications. 


However, Team Ardmore are still 
looking forward to rising fortunes mm 
F2 this year and, followmg the Pau 
race, Mallock il race John 
Wingfield’s Ralt RT1 at the Hocken- 
heim race on June 20. Beyond that, 


there is a wing chance that a 

brand new March 762 may weil find 

itself pamted m Ardmores sky blue 
urs. 


Wollek and 
Heyer set 
the pace 


The second round of the German 
Bilstein “GT”’’ series for G2 and G4 
cars took place at the Mainz-Finthen. 
airfield circuit on May 23 and it 

ovided wins, in both the over 2- 
itre and under 2-litre division, for 


the Vaillant racing twins, Bob 
Wollek and Hans Heyer. 

Wollek, was driving his Kremer- 
repared Vaillant-backed G4 


‘orsche 934 Turbo (which the team 
didn’t run at the ’Ring last weekend 
because they couldn’t find any 
suitable drivers), beat the similar 
cars of Tim Schenken (Georg Loos/ 
Tebernum) and Reinhard Stenzel 
(Jagermeister/Max Moritz). Further 
934 Turbos were fifth and sixth 
driven by Clemens Schickentanz 
(Georg Loos/Tebernum) and Hartwig 
Bertrams (Evex/Evertz), while 

en Neuhaus, in a normally 


aspirated Carrera, split them to. 


come fourth. 

Heyer and Klaus Ludwig scored a 
neat Zakspeed Escort one-two in the 
smaller division, beatmg Jorg 
Obermoser’s GS BMW 2002, Werner 


Schommers’s Grab Ford Escort and 
Rodenstock/ 


Albrecht Krebs’s 
Schnitzer 2002. 
Heyer just leads the overall points 
standings from Obermoser and 
Wollek. The next round is at 
Hockenheim on June 20. 


Pironi...again 


Prior to his win at Monaco and 


following his Super Renault success | 


at the Belgian GP, Didier -Pironi 
added another win to his growing 

y by winning at Clermont- 
Ferrand on May 23. 

-Pironi was 1.8s quicker than 
Richard Dallest’s Lola T410 in prac- 
tice and beat Dany Snobeck’s similar 
Martini Mk16 by 7s in the race to 
average 93.93mph. Third was Alain 
Cudini’s Lola ahead of Dallest. 
Fastest lap went to Pironi. 

In the supporting Formule 
Renault feature, Alain Prost was 
back on the winning trail after a 
couple of try-outs in the Super series 
while Jean-Pierre Beltoise won the 
“G1” race in a BMW. 


catchpole 


Scheckter 
stands by 


Ln or PSS S 8 # & . 

Ian Scheckter, elder brother of Jody, 
is currently favourite to drive the 
second Wolf-Williams FI car in the 
Swedish GP at Anderstorp next 
week. Ironically, Scheckter first 
drove for the Williams team at this 
race last year. 


Brock banks 
on his BMW 


One of Australia’s touring car aces, 
30-year-old Peter Brock, will become 
the first Australian entrant/driver to 
compete at Le Mans in 20 years on 
June 12/13. Brock, who has won 
every long-distance race in Australia 
perso the Bathurst 500, has 
entered his ex-works BMW 3.0 CSL 
for the French 24-hour classic. 


Not enough fine art Ronnie. The unfortunate end to Peterson's excellent drive 


at Monaco ended on oil dropped by James Hunt's ailing McLaren. 


Briefly... 


@ It’s not common knowledge, but 
we have discovered who the official 
lap record holder is for Indianapolis. 
It’s Wally Dallenbach who, in 1973, 
lapped the 2.5-mile raceway in 47.02s 


for an average speed of 191.408mph 


during the race. 


‘@ Following recent discussions in 


Europe between the FIA and the 
Formula Vee Association, it has 
been decided that 1976 will be the 
last year during which Formula Vee 
1300 will be recognized as an official 
formula. : 


@ There is an historic race and a con- 
cours meeting at America’s Laguna 
Seca and Pebble Beach respectively 
on August 28. The theme is to be 
Jaguar, 
Jaguar Cars in Coventry will be 
es to deal with any perspective 


_British entries. 


Back in an F1 car last weekend, although not at Monaco, was Mike Wilds who 


drove the PR Reilly into th 


ird place at Thruxto 
* * 


n’s 5000 race. 


es 


ss 


and Andrew Whyte at - 


@ Alpine-Renault will be sending an 
A442 turbo sports prototype to Le 
Mans after all. The car will be driven 
by Jean-Pierre Jabouille and Patrick 
Tambay, while Rene Arnoux will act 
as reserve driver. 


@ The American Racing Press 
Association (the US version of 
Europe’s IRPA) voted Jan 
Opperman as their ‘‘man of the race” 
at this year’s Indy 500. Our man 
voted for Johnny Rutherford! 


Moet award 


With so many entries for Niki 
Lauda, someone had to get pretty 
close to his winning speed of 
80.825mph in the Monaco Grand 
Prix, and the happy winner of the 
Magnum of bubliy in our usual 
Moet et Chandon GP competition 
was E. P. O’Brien of Rhyl, Clwyd. 
You voted for thirteen different 
‘drivers, Hunt and Regazzoni being 
other favourites, with Scheckter 
and Depailler next up. Then there 
was the person who didn’t name 
the driver, and the person who 
didn’t name himself. But they were 
made up for by the people who sent 
in more than one entry! 

Now for Sweden. Guess the 
winner, and guess his average 
speed, and win a Magnum of Moet 
et Chandon with the eorrect entry. 
Last year’s winner was Niki Lauda 
at an average speed of 100.41mph, 
although the previous year’s 
average was quicker. Entries on a 
postcard please to AUTOSPORT Edi- 
torial, 54-62 Regent Street, London 
WIA 2YJ. : 


gues Beware : ee ee Sais Sacco 


by Barry Foley 


IT DEFIES COMMENT 


REALLY. ) 


~ Lauda at Mirabeau, drawing away from the opposition to score his fifth 1976 Grand Prix triumph. 


MONACO GRAND PRIX 


Even Lauda round the houses 


Totally dominant Niki Lauda establishes huge championship lead for Ferrari — Elf-Tyrrells second and 
third — Regazzoni crashes while challenging for second place with fastest lap — Peterson a real threat 


again — New circuit presents even greater overtaking problems 


BY PETE LYONS Photography by DAVID WINTER 


The only time during the whole Monaco Grand Prix meeting that Niki Lauda appeared to be 
engaged in sport was on the Saturday afternoon. He finished practising early and,.or so 
claimed his would-be rivals through clenched teeth, just sat around the pits enjoying the way 
everybody else was thrashing away without a prayer of challenging his pole position time. 

The rest of his race meeting was just a straightforward job of painstaking, delicate, hard 
work. Ferrari are in such a position at the moment that they realky do appear to be able to 
win every race this season. Lauda did not win at Long Beach, and his winning in Spain will 
always be tarnished by the way it came about, but he still has the possibility before him of 

ting a nearly perfect record. This is a different sort of thing from gamely trying to do 
a It is the necessity of following a demanding pattern of perfection. Not sport. Hard 
work. 

For all the Ferrari dominance in the streets of Monte Carlo, however, it was a keen 
weekend in the lower ranks. Decry, as one must, the further emasculation of all the classic 
eircuits with yet more chicanes, but the Monaco GP is still a bitterly difficult challenge, and 
you can see it without specialist knowledge. It was easy to see why the Ferrari chassis and 

ine, such a smooth.combination, were so quick. It was also very visible that Derek 
Gardner’s 12-wheeled challenge to the 12-cylinder concept is a spectacular success. The EIf- 
Tyrrells were incredibly nimble machines around Monaco. Quickest of all in the first practice 
session, quicker than all but the Ferraris in the second, matched finally for overall 
performance only by the works Marches, the Project 34 drivers Scheckter and Depailler were 
at the end of the long race the only ones still on the winner’s lap. 

The one great thing which came out of the 34th Monaco Grand Prix, however, was the 
return to form of Ronnie Peterson. With a new March 761 chassis, all his sluggish 
performance of the past few months was erased. When he came unstuck at Tabac, it was a 
great pity. wat at least we can start calling him SuperSwede again. Good news, for we turn to 

own pr the next Prix. , 


‘Race data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


- 1 ‘WORLD DRIVERS 
CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 


ENTRY 


The tortuous evolution, not so say confusion, of 
the world’s premier form of motor racing made 
this year’s magic number 20 for the grid at 
Monaco, from 25 allowable entries. Generally 
these entries were drawn from teams which had 
already scored Championship points, although 
there was one French driver accepted who had not 
done any Formula 1 so far this season. Mechanic- 
ally all the cars were familiar, although quite a 
surprising amount of detail improvement had 
been carried out since the Belgian race. 

SEFAC Ferrari had completed a third T2 
chassis, number 027, and this was given to Clay 
Regazzoni. His older car, 026, was pressed into 
Nikki Lauda’s service at one point of practice 
when his own car, 025, broke its engine. three 
were set up normally, although with only four 
ratios in the transverse gearboxes. 

An intnostng, Eee tweak appeased on their 
rear beets st practice, m form of thin 
wire cables stretched across between the end- 
plates just im front of the kedmg edges 
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Aerodynamically experienced people on other 
teams said that these might be intended to func- 
tion as ‘Boundary Layer Trips”, that is to create 
small roils in the airflow which would run back 
along the wing surface and act almost as “roller 
bearings” for the main body of airflow. Such 
devices ee, appear in some high-speed 
wind tunnels, to decrease the drag along the walls 
of the ducts. They have also been tried on flying 
model aircraft. However, weet do not appear on 
full-size aircraft, and they did not appear on the 
Ferraris after the first day of practice. Rivals 
tended to think it was all a bit of a ‘‘psyche”. 

Elf Team Tyrrell had a pair of 007 cars on hand 
as spares, and gearbox trouble put Patrick 
eeiler into his for one session, but the team’s 
full reliance was going onto the six-wheelers. Both 
had been “blueprinted’’ painstakingly, but 
designer Derek Gardner — who was happily back 
on the scene after his Spanish indisposition — 
said he had firmly resisted his inclination towards 
making any of a list of experimental mods he 
wants to try. 

John Player Team Lotus, by contrast, found 
themselves with no spare cars at all. It was for 
good reasons, having to do with sending the 
recently-finished third chassis of the 77-series up 
to Sweden for a test, and with putting Andretti’s 
chassis into the R&D department for a thorough 
measuring job (Mario had been so pleased with it 
at Zolder that he wanted the exact dimensions 
recorded). But it proved an unfortunate handicap 
when, during the first session, Gunnar Nilsson 
had a shunt with Regazzoni. Mr Player’s Hawker- 
Siddeley jet brought down new front-end bits in 
time for the second day. The car was essentially in 
Zolder trim, although neater side-pods had been 
made up, and also the original windscreen-cum- 
airbox (Ferrari pattern) was used. 

The Martini Brabham-Alfa Romeo chassis 
lineup was back to original, with the rebuilt 
“lightweight”’ chassis 3 kept as a 
Monaco. All three cars had several detail improve- 
ments: a front geometry change intended to give 
better “turning-in” response, a brace across the 
rear suspension for better stiffness, and (most 
ambitiously) a set of six-speed gearboxes. After 

ice, only Carlos Pace kept his for the race. 

engine were back onto Lucas fuel injection, 
and there was continuing experimentation with 
airboxes during practice. 

March had completed a new type 761 chassis, 
which would be the sixth, and given it to Ronnie 
Peterson. It was set up with the original front sus- 
pension geometry (more inboard 1 pickups) and 
also with Girling brakes all round. Initially it also 
had a long wheelbase ipenxbox spacer) but a short- 
age of the right spare bits meant that Ronnie had 
to go back to the normal dimension. 

e Marlboro Team McLaren drivers decided 


after first practice that they would prefer going | 


back to five-speed gearboxes for this tortuous cir- 

cuit. Jochen Mass was given an aerodynamic 

experiment to try, a set of front wings mounted 

as extra rear wings at gearbox level 

the regular one. Not a new idea, but not 

seen in Fl before. He thought they were a help, 
and used them for the race. 
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are for. 


Struggling to keep the Elf-Tyrrell twins at bay early on, Clay Regazzoni hustles his Ferrari into the mickey-mouse section. 


The three shadows were all as seen before — a 
new model, the DN8, should appear shortly — 
with Jean Pierre Jarier doing comparison tests 
with long and short wheelbase settings while Tom 
Pryce kept his long. 

Henri Pescarolo was the newcomer driver, his 
ex-Lunger TS19 Surtees painted in the green 
colours of the Norev model cars firm (racing with 
B&S Fabrications). Pesca’s right eye was showing 


the vivid black-and-yellow evidence of his shunt. 


into the catchfences at Imola the week before. The 
Durex Surtees of Alan Jones was familiar. 

Walter Wolf’s pair of Williams cars had new 
rear suspension geometries, incorporating lower 
wishbones instead of parallel links. They were 
once again using coilsprings rather than rubber. 


Michel Leclere’s car was fitted all round with the . 


large Girling brakes. 

he Ensign had been rebuilt after its Zolder 
crash, and enormous night-and-day effort which 
only ended on the morning of first practice. The 
rear wheel had come undone because of an imper- 
fectly-fitting centre nut, so Mo Nunn’s team had 
machined up their own nuts and modified the rear 
spindk to prevent any recurrence. 

Harald Ertl] had decided to go back to softer 
springs this time, reversing his trend of recent 
weeks. His Hesketh also had revisions in the aero- 
dynamics around the rear wheels. 


Gunnar Nilsson 


¥. 


ug 
a 


finds the John Player Special a handful. .. . 


The Gitanes Ligier-Matra was unghaleeg nor 
did it have an engine fitted with the alloy liners as 


yet. > 

As at Shadow, most of the First National City 
Bank Penske team’s behind-the-scenes efforts 
had been going into the new model car, which 
should appear at Sweden, and John Watson’s pair 
of PC3s had only a set of narrow nosepieces as 
differences from the last race. 

Failing to qualify in Belgium had produced an 
ultimately beneficial effect within the Copersucar 
Fittipaldi team, for it galvanized them into the 
first exhaustive testing programme since they 
left Brazil in the spring. The result was a new 
front suspension geometry giving less camber 
change, and also mods in the rear suspension. 
Emerson’s race car, the original, was on long 
wheelbase. So 

Completing the fortunate 25 — although not 
ihe even more fortunate 20 — was Larry Perkins’ 

oro. . 

Dedicated seekers of trends in F1 were noting in 
Monte Carlo that many teams wound up without 
using any engine airboxes at all, leaving their 
inlets to suck up what air they could in the 
interests of better flow to the rear wings. The en- 
forced movement of the airfoils some 8ins further 
forward this season has clearly had a greater 
effect than most people initially expected. By race 
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day eleven cars were without airboxes: both 
Tyrrells, both Brabhams, both McLarens (these 
latter had remnants of their airboxes, cut about), 
the Peterson and Stuck Marches, the Ensign, the 
Penske and the Fittipaldi. 

As for the modification of the circuit with two 


more ultra-tight corners, opinions ranged from, : 


“They’re stupid,” to, “Yes, they’re stupid, but 
there was nothing else to do.” It did seem a great 
pity to lose Ste Devote corner, the only really 
quick one on this cramped little circuit (the tunnel 
is taken flat), and it was hard to see that the 
mickey-mouse corner which replaced it made 
things all that safer. In itself it was open to T- 
boning attacks across the centre — that very 
nearly happened in first practice when Brambilla 
came in too hot; went straight on and missed 
“Scheckter by inches. Nor did it seem to make all 
that much difference at the top of the hill beyond, 
for F1 cars on Monaco gearing accelerate very 
fast and they were still reaching fifth gear by the 
braking area for the entry into the Casino Square. 
As for creating any additional overtaking area, 
the reverse-curve approach path between kerb- 
ings madethat next to impossible. 

The tight corner out of the Rascasse, onto the 
pits straight, likewise made little difference to the 

eeds achieved before Ste Devote. However, it 

id prove to be quite entertaining in itself, and 
soon brought clusters of idlers to that end of the 
pits where they could see wheels hop into the air 
-and grey streaks appear on the road surface and 
front wheels waggle desperately. *¥ 

The effects upon the longevity of the gearboxes 
of two more bottom-gear corners, themselves 
bounded by the sort of gently-sloping kerbs which 
drivers cannot seem to keep themselves from 
bouncing over, could only be anticipated with 
crossed fingers by chief mechanics of 25 cars.... 

Last year at Monaco, there was a free day 
between practice and the race, which seemed like 
a good idea from the race-preparation point of 
view. This year the free day (for F1) was between 
the two practice days, which didn’t seem to make 
any sense at all. 

Anyway, for once the weather remained dry 
throughout the entire Monaco practice and the 


only changing factor was, presumably, the grow- . 


ing amount of rubber laid down on the surface of 
this once-a-year race track. Thus, lap speeds 
increased throughout practice and Batirday 
afternoon was the quickest session, rather 
against the normal pattern so far this year. 

The six-wheeled Elf-Tyrrells looked remarkable. 
They seemed to be getting around the tighter 
corners with uncanny ease, especially by compari- 
son with conventional chassis. The Tyrrells fairly 
whisked through, changing direction smartly, 
very much the way one imagines a racing car 
should do — it was the ordinary, four-wheeled 
cars that were making very heavy, ungainly going 
‘of the chicanes. The worst of the normal cars were. 
understeering and powersliding and heaving and 
lurching, and their wheels were hoppige into the 
air at times, and they look altogether sluggish. 
The Elf cars simply slashed through, the front 
tyres obviously gripping the road solidly, point- 
ing the front ends wherever the driver’s whim 
wanted them. If the traction from the back tyres 


was comparatively inferior, at least it seemed to. 


help getting through the corners. Patrick and 

Jody were everywhere at a crabangle which would 

have looked excessive had it not exactly matched 

the wedge-shaped plan view of the car — at the 

critical points at the apexes of corners, the narrow 

front tracks seemed to make the cars exactly the 
ight shape to fit the circuit! 

t was delightful to see on the time sheets that 
this visual perfection was reflected in lap times, 
and Depailler wound up the first practice on top, 
six tenths shead of his team-mate, who had just 
beaten the Fearsome Ferrari of Lauda. _ 

A stripped second gear — this was to be a 

lague of the weekend for many teams. — put 
pailler into his 007 training car for the after- 
noon session and he was half a second slower in 
conditions which saw most other drivers improv- 
ing. This time the World Champion asserted his 
sition and just edged out the upstart Scheckter 
a two-tenths, these two being the only ones to 
into the 1m 30s bracket. (At one stage, it was 
ht that Jody had ft into the 29s, and 
reports came from several timers of a 1:29.8 for 
him. But Ken Tyrrell went into the matter to 
some depth, and decided everyone had mis-sub- 
tracted). 

Jody hadn’t known it at the time, but he nearly 
was the target of an attack through the middle of 
the first chicane by Brambilla in first session. 
Havmg come m@ a bit hot himself, Jody got it 


sorted out all right and was on the far side of the 
new central island, accelerating away, when 
Vittorio came flying through the air over the 
island. The sloping kerbs launched the March air- 
born, and it ciity came down toward the ca 
side. Here there were, at the time, sever yee 
of plastic sandbags laid on the road, and these 


‘may well have slowed the car by just enough so 


that Scheckter was an inch or so far enough along 
to escape being T-boned. 


Brambilla’s car sat out the rest of the day and 
most of the free day as well up on trestles havin 
yet another rebuild (left front suspension and tu 
comer this time). So much sand had been thrown 


around that the organizers gave up on the sand-. 


bag idea and took them away, leaving no protec- 
tion at all across the middle of the island. 


That same first session 
car incident at the other side of the circuit, at the 
right-hander onto the seafront before the tunnel. 
That is where Nilsson, travelling fast, came upon 
Regazzoni who, thought Gunnar, was going 
slowly. JPS driver went down to the apex under- 
neath — but Ferrari driver came down too. A 
screech of brakes, and BIFF. Front suspension 


damage on both sides for both cars. Regga had 


the spare available for the afternoon session, 
Gunnar had to sit it out. “It was my fault,’ he 
admitted. 


Stuck lost his March under braking into the 
Rascasse, and bent the back end sera the tyres 
there. That was about the end of the incidents on 


the circuit, but in the pits the Fittipaldi crew had. 


a spectacular incident over a small fire. In 


starting up the engine, chief mechanic Itoh had 


the top of his little petrol bottle come undone and 


lash fuel onto the engine. There was a burst of 
nant b-sohiatents the bottle itself 


roduced another two- 


The Marlboro McLarens of Mass and Hunt queue up behind J arier’s Shadow. 
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into it as he jumped back, but Wilson was there in 
an instant with his own tee-shirt, padding out the 
flames. He actually had it out, he believed, but 
just then a fire marshal arrived with his extin- 
guisher going. So far so good, but when the extin- 
guisher trigger was released, it didn’t shut off the 
flow of powder, and the scene gradually vanished | 
behind a merciful veil of white. Five kilos of 
extinguisher powder made the Copersucar pits 
look like the first snowfall of winter. 

The day ended, however, with the Copersucar 
going better than the fortnight before, getting a 

tter grip on the road thanks to the suspension 
mods, and while Emerson was not even near the. 
quicker end of the pack he was well up among the 
middle of it. 

The top end of the pack, behind the Ferrari and 
Tyrrell drivers (the second men of which set their 
times in their T-cars), included a very happy sur- 
Fae in fifth place overall: Chris Amon. The 

nsign had looked completely unimpressive in 
the morning, the driver just trundling around as if 
the car handled badly and he didn’t want to do 
anything about it. And that was exactly what was 
happening: ‘We only just finished rebuilding it, 
and the suspension hadn’t even been lined up, but 
I wanted to run in a new diff so I told them to 
leave it. The morning time doesn’t mean any- 
thing.”” Which he Lica to prove in the after- 
noon by doing a at 1:31.75, not far behind 
Depailler’s time with the four-wheeler and ahead 
of people like Hunt, and Pace, and Laffite. The 
Ensign looked one of the least spectacular cars on 
the circuit while he was doint if, smooth and 
steady even in the most awkward corners. 

The pattern of times by the end of the day was a 
little peculiar. Not so much the plecement of 
various drivers within the hierarchy. re 
between them Normally m Fl the cars up 
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on, which characterized the Thursday resuks this 
time. The middle bunch was fairly tight. but they 
were a long way from the fast bunch, and one 
began to hope that ing the 24-hour layover 
until the second practice day some more speed 
would be dialled into some of the cars, or it would 
be a race indeed — twelve cylinders 
against six wheels, with 16 conventional cars act- 
ing as mobile obstructions for four exotic ones 
contesting the race. 

At the opposite end of things, the five uneas 
men “on the bubble” at this point were Ertl, 
Nilsson, Pescarolo, Merzario and Perkins. 

Sure enough, Saturday’s afternoon hour broke 
the picture up enough to instill perspective, and 
the man most responsible was another happy 
surprise: Ronnie Peterson. The 33s had been his 
level on Thursday, but now he was in the 30s and 
he finished up fastest of the 23 non-Ferrari 
drivers. The brand new blue-and-yellow March 
looked as smooth, steady and unspectacular as 
had the red Ensign. It steered as well round the 
corners as any four-wheeler, and when the power 


came in it drove the car forward simply and tidily. 


“We have this car set up properly for him,” said 
his Swedish mechanic Ake Strandberg. ‘“‘When 
his car is not exactly right, when the adjustments 
are only good enough and not perfect, he can feel 
it and it puts him off.” Ronnie’s own explanation 
was simpler: “I never liked the other car, I always 
said there was something wrong with it. This one 
feels very nice. Besides, I like Monaco, it’s a 
driver’s circuit.” 

As suddenly as that, Ronnie Peterson was a 
factor again after more than a year in the cold. 

His only mechanical trouble of the day 
(Thursday brake troubles having been put right) 
was a leak of oil from the gearbox which sent a 
screen of smoke up under acceleration but did not 
slow the car at all. Meanwhile his team-mate 
Brambilla in his rebuilt car was continuing his 
saga of dramas, spinning on the entry into the 


Casino and spinning again at the harbour chicane, 


and besides that his second gear set broke. Down 
in the Reading team .of Marches, Stuck was 
getting on well enough today, finishing up sixth 

st overall in the last session half a second 
behind Peterson. Merzario, however, was out of 
the picture entirely. The long bolt which holds the 
bottom rear parallel links into place beneath the 
gearbox pulled its way out of the casting bracket, 
the car turned sharp right entering the left- 
hander before the Casino, and the front of the tub 
was massively written off against the barrier. 
Arturo was all right, not harmed at all by the 
monocoque crumpling up all around him, but 
although there was a spare chassis in the team he 
was out of the Monaco GP. 

The grid as it shaped up was interesting: two 
Ferraris, a March, the two six-wheeler Tyrrells, 
and another March. These six were far and away 


Jody Scheckter leaves Casino Square during his fruitless chase of the winning Ferrari. 


faster than the next bunch — which was headed 
by an Emerson Fittipaldi who was happy to be 
there, never mind just now about the ei fi -tenths 
gap to Stuck. But that gap was there, and 
obviously it was important now after five hours of 

ractice had confirmed the initial results of the 


irst day. The great worth of the second day, 
though, was the performance of the Marches. Had. 


they not got in among the Ferraris and the six- 
wheelers, there would have been a lot of pencils 
chewed on Monday morning. . . 


Niki Lauda did his best to get nails chewed on 
Saturday. A good half-hour from the end he did a 
lap at 1:29.65, 82.59mph on the revised circuit, 
3.25secs off his 1975 pole position time. Then he 
simply stopped practising. There was obviously 
no need, his toothy smile said, everyone else could 
thrash around as they liked but it would make no 
difference. Ferrari had removed the little wires 
today. This was a better psyche. 


Regazzoni backed him up, back in his new car, 
at 29.91. Not even the flying Peterson got into the 


Back up at the front at last: Ronnie Peterson in the March. ; 


been improved had not Jacques Laf 


29s. There are perspectives and there are per- 
spectives. From the Ferrari point of view, it didn’t 
look like it mattered how many wheels anybody 
else had. From the Ford-Cosworth point of view, 
it looked like an awfully wide front row. . . 

His eighth place on the grid could perbane have 

ite lost about 

20 minutes of the last session with rear wheel 
trouble. It had to do with new wheels which had 
been machined down in the centres to keep the 
overall width within the regulations — the 
Monaco officials were checking all these points 
quite elaborately, with portable jigs welded u 
out of square-section tubing — ae e nuts coul 
not be made to screw fully home. It was a 
disappointment not to see just how fast the 
smooth-handling blue car could actually go. 

On the row behind him, alongside the hapless 
Brambilla, fellow Frenchman Jarier was visibly 
driving a restrained Monte Carlo. Not for him was 
a repeat of his first-lap nonsense of last year. Both 
Shadow drivers were well aware that their ageing 
cars were not really competitive, and they both — 
but Pryce’s especially — had a tendency towards 
sudden violent oversteer. Tom chose to fight 
back, and he was grand to watch. ‘You're seein 
the old Pryce now, give me a good car and you’ 
see the new Pryce again!” he cracked. His drivin 
was all whirling arms and bootfuls.of power an 
missed gearchanges because wheels were 
bounding in the air. Jean-Pierre, by contrast, 
hardly attracted any notice at all in the same 
places. His whole demeanour was thoughtful, 
methodical, careful. He was also quicker, by three- 
tenths and two rows. 

Close to Jarier, but not quite as fast, was 


Jochen Mass who wound up the quicker McLaren 


man. It was all a matter of fitting laps in between 

roblems for both drivers, for the gearboxes (the 
ive-speeders) were giving trouble in all three 
M23s. Besides that there was a lack of grip, and 
Hunt had a spin at the swimming pool on 
Saturday morning. “It’s not nice,” he said of his 
car. 

Amon’s nandting had gone off today, 
unfortunately. It all was traceable to the Zolder. 
crash: “We've only got two sets of rear wheels 
left,’ said Morris Nunn, ‘‘and Goodyears give 
everybody three sets of tyres. By the time I got 
my first set-down there to get my third set, all the 
tyres they had left were different diameters. Even 
iP its a quarter of an inch out Chris can feel it, it 
makes the car turn sideways.” Most people 
improved on the final day by about the same 
amount, so that had Amon held his relative 
position, he might well have started the Monaco 
GP surrounded by Tyrrells and Marches, which 
would have been a fine sight indeed. As it was, his 


grid place deteriorated to the sixth row. 


The Martini Brabhams ought to have shown up 
better as well, for there were flashes of more 
borspetitiveess than the seventh and tenth rows 

f the grid indicated. But while on Thursda 
Reutemann’s handling was quite pao | 
experimental adjustments had the wrong effect 
on Saturday. Besides that he had trouble with the 

> 
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fuel injection — except that after the fact. it 
ned to have been trouble with the ignition — 
and with gear selection. The 20th best qualifying 
time wouldn’t have been good at the normalest of 
GPs, but at Monaco it meant just scraping into 
the race. Pace thought he’d be able to go well: 
“Tomorrow I going to fly!” he said during the 
Friday day-off. But fly his car just refused to do. 
It was handling poorly, and when he stepped into 
the spare car to try that it refused to run at all, 
stopping on the circuit with battery trouble. 

ilsson got himself off the “bubble” all right, 
and despite the car ‘not changing direction at all 
well” did a reasonable mid-pack time on Friday 
afternoon, but he was another who felt it was not 
nearly as good as the basic car was capable of. 
“This is the time we should have done on 
Thursday, before I crashed with Clay, that’s cost 
us a day. But I’ve lost second gear, that’s for the 
second time today, and driving around here 
without second gear is terribly slow. I could go a 
second faster at least.’’ 

Watson, in marked contrast to the March 
drivers, found his Penske would not go fast at all. 
“I couldn’t get it balanced, but a new set of tyres 
right at the end has made a marked improve- 
ment.’’ The team also removed most of the aero- 
dynamic aids around the back of the car, 
specifically the airbox and the fairings around the 
wheels, and that seemed to improve the effect- 
iveness of the rear aerofoil. The aids stayed off for 
the race. 

Leclere qualified, his team-mate Ickx did not. 
“The car was running perfectly, there was 


Left: Project 34 — Gardner, Scheckter, Depailler, Tyrrell, a 
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nothing wrong with it”, said the Belgian with a 
tight, superficial smile as he packed his things 
and walked away. Likewise the Surtees entry was 
divided, Jones making the field (he had bent his 
steering on a barrier on the first day, continued on 
with gearbox trouble, and lost ground right at the 
end of Saturday when oil appeared on the track); 
but Pescarolo falling behind Ickx as second 
reserve. ‘‘I was going well, I was pleased with the 
car and with myself, but in the last 20 minutes my 
second gear broke and I lost my position.” 

Perkms and Ertl brought up the back. In 
normal circumstances they would have started 
the race, but at Monaco someone had to lose out, 
and it was them. 


CE 

Monaco is indeed an abnormal GP, but that can 
be taken positively as well as negatively, and from 
the airey heights of a strategic balcony in Elf’s 
chartered hotel, knoshing cold chicken and 
sparkling wine moments before the start, it was 
easy to forgive some of the dumber sides of this 
annual extravaganza and hope that Monaco goes 
on forever. The blue Mediterranean sprinkled 
with sails, sun gleaming white on polished hulls in 
the harbour, the absurd but thoroughly loveable 
ornate hotels crowded onto the steep hillsides. In 
terms of setting, it was a vintage occasion. 

It remained to be seen if we would have a 
vintage race. There isn’t really any place a sane 
man can ov at Monaco any more, not if the 
overtakee doesn’t want him to, and it was in ev 
driver’s mind that the start would be 
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wit fmish second, saxi a musmg Kom 
Peterson, “and if I don’t I will it’s 
as simple as that.” A friend of his overheard him 
muttermg to himself a few mimutes before 
climbing into the car: “I must beat Clay, I must 
beat Clay...” ’ 

And beat Clay he did. From the staggered one- 
by-one grid he had made up the 12 metres dis- 
advantage by the braking area, and neatly and 
safely slipped by on the right going into the first 
chicane to take second to Lauda. Whew. It 
remained only for the other 17 men to get 
through. 

There was a mandatory yellow flag displayed 
here for the first lap, but you’d barely guess it by 
watching. Side-by-side now came the pair of Elf- 
pat absolutely abreast, Depailler to the left. 
All eight front wheels mashing into the road 
surface under the brakes, they hurtled into the 


one-car slot two cars wide. It was a crash for sure 


— and then Jody gave way, altered his line just 
eronet to let Patrick slip in ahead, and Ni 
over behind. “If it had been anybody else but him, 
he wouldn’t have got away with it,” growled Baby 
Bear afterwards. : 

Only 15 left to get through the Safer First 
Corner. They began stacking up, two and 
sometimes three abreast, some cars coming right 
down to a crawl, but they were getting through 
well enough until right at the back Reutemann, 
far over to the right of the track on the gravel, 
either lost it and punted Jones or punted Jones 
and lost it, something along those lines, and 
the two of them came to a halt even before the 
island forming the chicane. Both drove away, the 
Surtees making it to the pits before retiring, the 
Brabham parking a few yards on around the 
corner. 


nd an interested pits visitor. Right, Fittipaldi held up Stuck and Laffite for many laps. 


: . In a Ime they whipped tizs 
Chicane and on to the Tabac, a quewe made up of 
Lauda, Peterson, Regazzoni, ailler and 
Scheckter all nose to tail. Fittipaldi had got into 
sixth ahead of Stuck, and already there was a 
small gap developing behind the first five. 

On around the pool and the Rascasse to the 
finish line there was no change, and there was no 
change all the way around the second lap either, it 
was a procession — except that at the end of the 
second lap Lauda was leading it by 2.1 secs and 
by the end of the third lap he was leading it by 3.2. 
It was 4.2 on lap 4, and 4.9 on lap 5. There was 
your race. : 

Peterson, having already won second place, 
merely had to hold onto it. He could not stay 
behind the one Ferrari, but he certainly could stay 
ahead of the other one. So the pattern gelled: one 
red car pulling steadily away, another red one 
running with three blue ones, and yet another race 
falling ever further behind where Fittipaldi lead 
Stuck, Laffite, Brambilla and, once they zapped 
their way around Jarier together, Mass and Hunt. 

On the eighth lap, Hunt, right on Brambilla’s 
tail, spun across the road at the Tabac. He was 
dead last by the time he could slot back into the 
race. Then, finishing the tenth lap, Brambilla 
looped across the road at the new tight corner 
before the start/finish straight. This wasn’t a 
spin, it was a suspension failure (clevis pin at the 
bottom of a rear upright), and Vittorio drove 
directly from the spot across into the pit lane. 

By this tenth lap Lauda was stabilizing himself 
in position without haste, passing through the 6.8 
secs mark in his steady advance over Peterson. 
Ronnie for his part was not actually holdin 
Reggzoni up, Regga was helping to do that we 
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ils ated 
seconds beck and = wes the Tyrrells unde his 
tail. After 15 laps, Depailler’s six-wheeler suffered 
the same failure which had handicapped 
Scheckter in Belgrum, the rear crossbeam 
breaking and a the wheel cock m, and 
Patrick returned Jody's compliment by letting 
him go by. Only now was Hunt, at the back, able 
to get by Leclere and make up one of those many, 
many lost positions. That put him behind Watson 
— who was the first, reading backwards, of a tight 
ion of five cars all jammed up together 
Biting a tence run for some position or other far 
to the rear of the race. 
Twenty laps down, Lauda had an 8.2secs 
advantage, nobody had overtaken anybody else 
for several minutes, and while it could not be 
called dull to watch 17 of the most skilled and 
most motivated drivers in the world hammer 
around the tight street circuit at their limits, the 
noise so harsh in the ears as to make them hurt, it 
was at the edge of on’s thoughts that, uhmm, 
there were still 58 laps to wait out... 
What’s that crazy Laffite trying! He just made 
arun at Fittipaldi below us, into the chicane at 
Ste Devote. It looked almost like he was testing 
his brakes. Wait for the next lap. There! Down at 
Tabac, he’s taken him ... no, Fittipaldi is ahead 


What was that about a processional race? Next 
lap around Hunt’s car, still hard after Watson, 
appeared out of the harbour chicane, gave a quick 
belch of white smoke, and rolled to a stop. 
Regazzoni, not far behind as the leading part of 
the race came along, got caught out on the oil and 
went missing there for a long enough moment to 
let both Tyrrells po by. Leclere also went down 
the escape road there, for the same reason. The 


Stuck hurries through Mirabeau heading for fourth place. 
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shunted hus tall at the mext corner, the Tabac. 

Both James and Romnie. walking back, were 
cheered enthusiasticly by the crowd Nobody 
there had thought this was a dull race. 

Startmg the 28th lap, Laffite crowded up 
behind Fittipaldi going into the braking zone for 
the first corner and, visibly leaving it very late 
and gettmg arideng® out of the tyres, pulled 
alongside — to the left. To the outside. 

The road kinks slightly left at this pomt, 
bringing the racing line beyond the limits of the 
old Ste Devote arc to the racers for the tight new 
right-hander. There is a gently sloping red-and- 
white kerb there on the left, part of the racing line 
to some of the rougher drivers as they arrive with 
the brakes hard on, and Laffite used a bit of this 
out of sheer necessity as he arrived with the 
brakes as hard on as they would go, and a two- 
times World Champion alongside. But he didn’t 
use as much of it as would give Fittipaldithe idea 
that there was enough room for two in that slot, 
and Emerson conceded the point, as had 


. Scheckter before him. The Ligier and the Coper- 


sucar were almost wheel within wheel at one 
instant, but then the silver car slipped round 
behind and let the blue one go on into the sharp 
part alone. As Laffite fishtailed away and started 
running through the gears up the hill, he 
produced a third arm from somewhere long 
enough to wave it jubilantly in the air. He was 


entitled to feel relieved. 


One Ferrari was still leading, yes ae was a 
ar ind it (16- 


commanding lead, but not too 
odd seconds) was Project 34, running smoothly 
along with Jody’s No 3 just ahead of Patrick’s No 
4. The other Ferrari didn’t at this stage look like 


any more of a threat. But Depailler’s broken rear : 
' " ca ’ rain, felt first on the skin, then seen on the road. 
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The Matra was spitting little on the 
overrun, it made you think of Le Mans at night 
Watson's engime, as he planted his foot out of 
corners, was giving out 2 brief littl burst of 
smoke. He was chasing Nilsson, and Nilsson was 
chasing Pryce, and just ahead of Pryce. Pace’s 
engine was leaving a haze of oily discoloration in 
the air. There was oil collecting in rivulets in the 
trough of Mass’s lower wing. were brakes 
shrillmg and wheels , and wheels sliding 
and wheels b ing into air. There was the 
noise filling the ur, a noise which made you 
aware of hammered valve seats and strained 
selector forks; the manic stutter of engines taken 
to the rev limiter, the piercing surprise of engines 
being made to do full-throttle downshifts. Al] of 
this noise went whanging back between the 
guardrails and up between the hotel walls, fillmg 
the Mediterranean air so full of noise that there 
was no Sy aract d left for speech less than a shout 
into your neighbour’s ear. It was quite difficult to 
grasp that these machines could keep this up, on 
and on, lap after desperate lap. 

Nilsson’s engine failed, white smoke out of the 
pipes, and then the oil pressure gone to zero, after 
39 laps. Only half-distance. But the ret 
going, the metal wilting only gradually. e 
lost the use of bottom gear, and waved Stuck 
through. The Depailler Tyrrell succumbed to the 
attack of Regazzoni’s Ferrari. Chris Amon, 
having started the race ee his right hand 
was still badly sprained from Zolder, finally gave 
in to the pain and started steering as best he could 
with his left hand only, taking two bites with it at 
the Station cha 

Then it started to rain. There were little spots of 


Within a couple of minutes enough had 
accumulated so that the pace of the cars coming 
into corners abated noticeably. What would this 
do to the race? ‘ 

Nothing. The sprinkle dried up as quietly as it 
had started, the sun shone again warmly, nothing 


* was different. Except for Tom. Pryce’s position. 


He’d moved up in front of Pace, and then 
overhauled his teammate. 

“Tom, you certainly go very quickly in the 
wet!” remarked Jarier to him in their debriefing 
session afterwards. ‘Wet?’ replied Pryce! “Uh, 
did it rain today?” ee 

There were eight laps left. Regazzoni, following 
Scheckter through the traffic which made up the 
back half of the race, was closing dramatically. He 
lost not a fragment of time passing Watson up the 
hill out of Ste Devote, the Penske shying over in 
surprise (it’s right front nose fin had just been 
dinged against Pace’s wheel). Coming up to the 
end of lap 74, four to go, the gap between second 
and third place was ... was enormous. Where was 
Regga? Off at the Rascasse, that’s where, having 
his car sorted out of the way. He had clipped the 
barrier with a front wheel and spun, tearing the 
nose wing to bits. . ‘4 


But Stuck was losing out to a resurgent Laffite. 
The Ligier driver was trying everything he knew, 
and the March driver had had a giant rallycross 
moment at the Rascasse, and now as they went 
tearing up the hill to the Casino with two aps to 

o, traffic jammed up ahead of both of them, 
affite was trying both sides at once where there 
wasn’t any room at all. 


Three separate times, he said afterwards, he 
was actually alongside Stuck on that one lap. 
Then just coming away down from the second 
pool chicane, he spun. Stopped, gathered himself 
up, charged: away toward the Rascasse, didn’t see 

ass overtaking him on the inside, pinched down, 
and clang! Both men’s rear wheels were broken. 
Jochen carried on to the finish line, but Laffite 
had lost his air and spun again at the Rascasse 
hairpin itself, crunch. ; 


There were a trio of remarkable things about 
the 34th GP de Monte Carlo as the noise dwindled 
away beyond the last hotels of the principality. 
One, the 12 cars which were actually running at 
the finish out of 20, a 60 per cent testimonial to 
obviously superb preparation from the toiling 
mechanics. o, the fact that had Niki Lauda 
taken 8.03 secs longer to complete his fimal lap the 
race would have gone over the legal two-hour 
mark. Three, the fact that Derek Gardner, 
‘standing looking pensively at the two six- 
wheelers which had, alone of the entry, stayed on 
the Ferrari’s lap, was not particularly pleased 
with a superb result. 

“Oh, I suppose if you take into consideration 
the stage we’ve reached, and the things I’ve 
restrained myself from trying at this i 
we've done fairly well...:’ “Did he 
anticipate that before long his cars would be 
tackling the Ferraris on equal terms? An 
lifting of the gaze to meet yours. “Oh, my, yes.” O 
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Giacomelli leads Ljundgfeldt and Andersson through the Ste Devote chicane early in the final. 


MONACO F3 


Bruno’s future secured 


By QUENTIN SPURRING 


Photography by DAVID WINTER 


Bruno Giacomelliis a man with a future. Last Saturday he dominated the non-championship 
but very prestigious Monaco Formula 3 event from the start of practice to the winner’s 
rostrum, and around Monaco’s pitfall-ridden corners he never put a wheel wrong. An hour 
before the final, he was snapped up by March director Max Mosley, who does not believe in 


leaving things to chance. 


After practice and the heats had been very much the province of drivers from Italy and 
Sweden, most of them driving Marches, an incident-packed final left German Bertram 
Schafer in second place with his BMW-powered Ralt. A feature of the event was a most 
depressing lack of any British challenge, but in the final Stephen South, despite a down-on- 
power motor, kept his March out of trouble in style, claiming a very fine third place. Behind 
Conny Andersson, though, Gianfranco Brancatelli put on the second best drive of the race to 
take fifth spot after an early spin. Emulating Giacomelli’s March by winning a heat was 
Conny Ljundgfeldt’s Viking, but the Swede crashed spectacularly in the final. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


When the young lions of Formula 3 assemble at 
Monaco, there is an expectant atmosphere. The 
F3 winner here has never failed to drive a Formula 
1 car later in his career, so the quality of the entry 
was high, although smaller than usual. Eleven 
non-starters, plus several practice incidents, 
meant that few teams made the journey to the 
Principality in vain. 

Goodyear provided an unexpected element. 


Expecting some opposition here, they brought 


along a batch of the softer compound G50 tyres to 
supplement their transporter’s usual load of 
G54s, which are mandatory in Britain. Every 
team could purchase a set of four G50s if they 
desired. Not many teams were keen to try the 
G50s at first, but it soon became clear that the 
softer tyres were worth upwards of a second a lap 
here, so there was a scramble for them between 
practice and the two heats. 

Both qualifying days were good for Italy, and 
especially good for March Engineering, whose 
works cars ended up first, second and third 
fastest overall. By fitting G50s during the final 
session (held, as usual, at dawn on the Friday), 
Bruro Giacomelli was able to take 0.7 sec off his 
nearest opposition, but his tyres were not the only 
fector: his driving in practice was superb, and his 
time brilliant. Less than 3secs slower than Larry 
Perkms’s F3 lap record for the much faster 1975 
Greuit, it was only 5isecs off a Formula 1 
qualifying time, and the F1 team managers were 
watching Brunoeven beforetherace.... __ 

Apart from the late Tony Brise, Conny 


= 


Andersson was the star of last year’s race, and he 
again showed his Monaco experience by 
qualifying to start twelve metres behind Bruno 
with the works-run Speedprint 763, fresh from its 
debut win at Avus the previous weekend. The 
1975 winner, Renzo Zorzi, was third fastest with 
the Inter-Auto Modus, and was followed by the 
pant he Gaudenzio Mantova in a brand new 
Ralt (which had left the factory only a week 
before), Piercarlo Ghinzani in his Italian 
championship leading March 763 and Gianfranco 
Brancatelli with the semi-works Scuderia Everest 
763, which shares Andersson’s Speedprint 
colours. Ghinzani, however, tore the rear end of 
his car off late in practice, filling the tunnel with 
debris, and was unabk to start. 

Andersson’s compatriots Ulf Svensson and 
Hakan Alriksson were both faster than the 
leading British hope, Rupert Keegan. Followin 
his frequent dices in Britain with “Jac 
O’Malley’’, Keegan had hoped to be right up there 
with Bruno, but his second visit to Monaco 


‘started on a sour note. On Thursday afternoon, he 


shunted the BAF March 743 in Casino Square, 
damaging the car’s new (wider) rear wing. On 
Friday, with the older wing, his practice was 
eit act but his engine refused to pull at the top 
end, low oil pressure confirming the need for an 
engine change before race day. 

Keegan was still guieket than F2 driver Giorgio 
Francia, having a difficult time with the Osella, 
but fellow-Briton Tony Dron was well down. Well 
up after first practice with the Unipart March 
(whose Dolomite engine was the only non-Toyota 
in the heat), Tony had to sit it out for most of the 
Friday session after his gearbox breakfasted on 


chicane, with 
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works-assisted Lola, wasted his team’s ime Dy 
deciding that he did not want to race because he 
had qualified too far down the grid, while another 
non-starter was Anders Olofsson, who 
momentarily forgot about the new Ste Devote 
ectacular results to his Viking. 
Sadly lacking his big brother’s flair, ‘‘Dodo” 
Regazzoni just managed to qualify. 


HEAT 1 QUALIFIERS : 
March-Toyota/Nova 763. .... . 1:37.82 


Bruno Giacomelli . . . | 
Conny Andersson ....S March-Toyota/Nova 763...... 1:38.61 
Renzo Zorzi........ { Modus-Toyota/Nova M1 ..:.. . 1:39.32 
Gaudenzio Mantova . | Ralt-Toyota/NovaRT1........ 1:39.37 
Piercarlo Ghinzani* . | March-Toyota/Nova 763...... 1:39.93 
Gianfranco Brancate- 

lb 2. sAeerenaees 1 March-Toyota/Nova 763 ...... 1:40.30 
Ulf Svensson....... s Ralt-Toyota/Nova RT1........ 1:40.51 
Hakan Alriksson....S Ralt-Toyota/Nova RT1........ 1:41.19 
Rupert Keegan..... GB March-Toyota/Nova 743...... 1:41.41 
Giorgio Francia..... ! Osella-Toyota/Nova FA3...... 1:41.44 
Lamberto Leoni ....1 March-Toyota/Nova 763...... 1:41.66 
Thorkild Thyrring...DK Ralt-Toyota/NovaRT1........ 1:42.05 
Manfred Leppke. ...D Maco-Toyota/Nova........... 1:42.45 
Tarcisio Riva....... ! March-Toyota/Nova 763...... 1:42.49 
Tony Dron......... GB March-Triumph/Holbay 763 . . . 1:42.89 
Jean-Claude Alzerat. F March-Toyota/Nova 763...... 1:43.16 
Patrick Bardinon*. . .F Lola-Toyota/Nova T470....... 1:44.71 
Anders Olofsson* ...S Viking-Toyota/Nova.......... 1:45.30 
HT Listio? 5 oss sal March-Toyota/Nova 753...... 1:46.81 
Giordano Regazzoni.CH March-Toyota/Nova753...... 1:48.75 
Ken Silverstone ....G March-Toyota/Nova 753...... 1:49.31 
*Non-starter. 


Practice for the second heat was dominated by 
Italy and Sweden, too. F2 man Alessandro 
Pesenti-Rossi, although on G50s in practice, could 
not match the rapid technique of Giacomelli, but 
he put the Gulf-Rondini 763 on the pole ahead of 
the less experienced, but very eager, Riccardo 
Patrese in the Trivellato Chevron. Sweden even 
had a car up at the front, too: Conny Liundares 
used the Tore Helle designed, Trosa built Rotel 
Viking to good effect. Bertram Schafer also 
showed patriotism by making his BMW-powered 
Ralt easily the fastest non-Toyota in the event, 
half a second quicker than Boy Hayje in the F&S 
Properties Ralt. 

Fastest of a trio of British drivers was Stephen 
South, who impressed many with his smooth 
driving of the Dortmunder Union 763, hastily 
repaired after its shunt at Brands Hatch early 
during its debut a week previously; the tub was 
still cere and repairs to the left front corner 
were only completed in the Monaco paddock, but 
the car handled well. Ian Flux approached his 
first run at Monaco with laudable good sense, 
steadily learning of Bie peel here and reducing 
his times with the Ockley Ralt. Ian Ashley was 
less happy with his Ralt, which he had hired for 
the occasion from its new owner Paul Bernasconi, 
the Australian FF Driver to Europe. Like Flux, 
Hayje and Schafer, Ashley had a new nose section 
on his car designed by Ron Tauranac to provide 
the front-end downforce so needed at Monaco, but 
he could not get the car to handle to his liking. - 

Just behind Richard Hawkins in the Ehrlich, 
Mike Young missed most of first practice when 
the Anglian Gilt Modus lost its gears and he hit 
the barrier, necessitating the all-nighter by the 
mechanics. Aryon Cornelsen from Brazil wrote off 
his works March 763 at Ste Devote, badly 
bruising his legs inside the bent monocoque. John 
Stokes enjoyed qualifying his March 753, but 
Terry Perkins had a torrid time with the lurching, 
brake-locking Sana, which was completed just. in 
time for the event; he qualified bravely. It is not 
known whether 55-year-old Swiss Georges 
Ansermoz was at Monaco to impress the F1 
circus, but in any case he non-started after 
crashing his March 763 at Portier. 

HEAT 2 QUALIFIERS 2 a 


Alessandro Pesenti- : 
i March-Toyota/Nova 763...... 1:38.54 


SSI. gs gahc sik acs 

Riccardo Patrese ...| Chevron-Toyota/Nova B34 .... 1:39.06 
Conny Ljundgfeldt ..S Viking-Toyota/Nova.......... 1:39.35 
Bertram Schafer....D Ralt-BMW/GmbH RT1........ 1:39.72 
Boy Hayje ......... NL_ Ralt-Toyota/NovaRT1........ 1:40.22 
Stephen South ..... GB March-Toyota/Nova763...... 1:40.32 
LANIIUK: 5.2.5, 5-2 5 GB_Ralt-Toyota/NovaRT1........ 1:41.03 
lan Ashley......... GB Ralt-Toyota/NovaRTl........ 1:41.20 
Clas Sigurdson..... S Rait-Toyota/NovaRT1........ 1:41.42 
Richard Hawkins ...NZ — Ehrlich-Toyota/Nova......... 1:41.65 
Mike Young........ GB Modus-Toyota/NovaM1 ...... 1:41.69 
Huub Rothengatter .NL  March-Toyota/Nova 763...... 1:42.09 
Jean-Louis Schlesser F Van Diemen-Ford/Holbay 376. . 1:42.46 
Willi Siller .......-. A Modus-Toyota/Nova M1 ...... 1:42.57 
AryonCornelsen*...BR = March-Toyota/Nova 763...... 1:42.90 
John Stokes ....... GB March-Toyota/Nova 753...... 1:43.35 
Manolo Veladini ....CH = MP-Toyota/Nova302......... 1:45.09 
Terry Perkins ...... AUS Sana-Ford/Brown ........... 1:46.57 
Bruno Eggel ....... CH MarchToyota/Nova753...... 1:46.88 
*Norstarter. 


HEAT 1 


Giacomelli gave everyone a taste of what was to 
come by leading the first heat for the entire 16 
laps, pulling steadily away from Andersson and 
Brancatelli. Conny was uncharacteristically 
untidy in his efforts to keep up with the flying 
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The Formula 8 field streams through Monaco’s S tation hairpin. 


Bruno, brushing the Armco and generally losing 
time all round the circuit; the much smoother 
Brancatelli closed up considerably in the last laps. 

After Mantova spun his Ralt out of third place, 
on lap 3, there was nobody to challenge the three 
works Marches. Mantova continued seventh 
behind Zorzi, Svensson and Keegan, who had 
started what promised to be a traditional Monaco- 
type drive through the field. However, Rupert 
and Svensson got out of shape at Piscine and the 
March collided with Mantova’s Ralt. The shunt 
ripped off the Ralt’s nose section completely, 
leaving the water radiator waving about under 
acceleration. The BAF March carried on with a 
bashed nose and, more seriously, damaged 
steering, which effectively ended Keegan’s 
challenge. The pair continued fifth and sixth 
behind the now lonely Zorzi, while Svensson 
restarted down in 11th place. 

Keegan got Zorzi in his sights but had to chuck 
the car about too much to make any impression, 
and fifth was where he stayed. Mantova, however, 
had more mischief up his sleeve, and a lap 8 
incident at the swimming pool eliminated 
Alriksson with broken steering. Leoni took over 
sixth place in the confusion and, despite the 
efforts of Tarcisio Riva and Svensson, held it to 
the end, almost ee 
dropped back again behind Manfred Leppke in 
the Ermst Maring-built Maco but, like Robert 
Bruce’s spider, managed to climb back past the 
Maco at the flag. 

After a close dice with Jean-Claude Alzerat, the 
ad March (running experimental Dunlops) 
suffered a ruptured fuel pipe and Dron had a very 
fraught last couple of laps. The failure (caused by 
the French March’s nose?) left him with no rear 
brakes, some grey hairs and a spectator’s seat for 
the final. Some of Tony’s grey hairs must have 
come from his incredible avoidance of Thorkild 
Thyrring’s Ralt, which che at the exit of Ste 
Devote just in front of him. Regazzoni and 
Francia were both early retirements with engine 
troubles. 


HEAT 2 


eencteldt outdragged Patrese at the start and 
tted into the queue for the Ste Devote chicane 
just behind Pesenti-Rossi. On the short straight 
tween the swimming pool and Rascasse, the 
black Viking squeezed in front of the blue-and- 

orange March, and the Swede was unexpectedl 
gone for the day. Ljundgfeldt had to stave off 
attacks from Pesenti-Rossi and Patrese until half- 
distance, when both Italians dropped from 
contention simultaneously. Trying to lap 
Hawkins’s obstinately driven Ehrlich, the pair 
got carved up at Rascasse: Patrese badly damaged 
a front corner against the Armco, and Pesenti- 
Rossi foie yas 2 see pemtnen, doce ing down 
the for three laps before ing for 
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Keegan. Mantova. 


second place, well behind the Viking and with 
South closing up well, despite a rather sad (hired) 
engine. Ralt men Ashley (hampered by a deflating 
rear tyre) and Hayje put on a tremendous dice for 
fourth place, the Dutchman forcing his way past 
at Tabac on the final lap. Just behind Clas 
Sigurdson, Young and Flux had a long and very 
close battle, the Modus getting the verdict by a 
whisker in spite of a tyre going “‘off’’. 
. Hawkins had tried to pass Flux at the 
swimming pool, ramming the Ralt and damaging 
the Ehrlich’s nose; it was after the pitstop that he 


held up the race leaders. Rothengatter's March — 


rolled to a halt just before the tunnel, and 
Perkins, after entertaining the crowd with his 
Sana stunt-driving, fmally gave up an unequal 
struggle. 


FINAL 


The first heat was much the faster, and 
Giacomelli was on the pole for the final and by far 
the best bet for victory. He did not disappoint his 
many Italian fans at the circuit, nor Max Mosley, 
who had thoughtfully put him ona contract an 
hour before the start.... Bruno put on another 
exhibition of smooth, fast driving, producing a 
special kind of neatness for the treacherous 

onaco track which few of those who had raced 
against him this season had expected. A virtuoso 
performance. 

While Giacomelli continued undisturbed on his 
winning way, there were incidents galore in his 
wake. Initially, Ljundgfeldt led a furious scrap for 
second place, holding off Andersson and Schafer 
all round the circuit, but on lap 14 an upright 
broke on the Viking and the black car charged the 
Armco on the way down to Station hairpin: 
Ljundgfeldt was grateful for the strength of the 
car, which thumped the barrier head on and very 
hard. Andersson took up the pursuit, but the 
leading March was now out of view. 

South started the race in sixth place behind 
Brancatelli, who then spun right down to 16th. 
Fending off repeated attacks from Zorzi, South 
moved in on Andersson when the Swede ran into 
trouble getting his gears and Schafer spun down 
to fifth. On lap 16, Stephen moved into second 
place. A lap later, Schafer and Zorzi also passed 
Andersson, but Renzo lost touch with a spin 
which damaged the Ralt’s nose. Schafer used his 
superior power to the full and stole second place 
from South on lap 19. 

Giacomelli cruised the final five laps or so, still 
winning by a handsome margin, while Schafer in 
the comparatively quiet BMW-powered Valvoline 
Ralt was still going away from South at the end. 
Andersson, hampered by his differential fault, 
struggled home mto fourth place well ahead of 
Brancatelli, who had recovered forcefully from his 


ahead of Svensson. The experienced Ulf worked 
his way methodically up the field and, when 
Brancatelli indulged in another spin on lap 14, 
actually moved into sixth place, although the 
Italian repassed him a couple of laps later. 
Svensson then held off a furious attack from 
Hayaes who had led him until spinning on lap 13, 
and got the better of a dice which lasted for ten 
laps. Earlier, Hayje had duelled with Keegan, who 
started the final glumly with G50s on the front 
and another soft compound (G53) on the rear, but 
Rupert departed the fray after damaging another 
rear wing in a collision soon after half-distance. 
The G53s were finished by the ten-lap mark, and 
then the engine refused to rev higher than 
4500rpm. 

Sigurdson’s performance was a solid one and he 
easily led home Leppke and Flux, the young Briton 
having had an enjoyably busy race in the midst of 
an entertaining mid-field battle and only losing 
out to Leppke under an oil flag. Young’s Modus 
had been involved in this battle, too, but lost 
touch with a lap 13 spin at Ste Devote. Mantova 
drove another erratic race, his several moments 
culminating in one which spelled retirement. 
Ashley was running with Keegan initially, but 
socked a kerb just below Mirabeau and broke a 
wheel; the team decided to try some M&H tyres 
on the back, and “they were not up to the job”. 
Willi Siller, in his works-run Modus, lost second 
gear at half-distance and then went off. 

In terms of the number of incidents, it was a 
typical Monaco Formula 3 final. But Giacomelli’s 
performance was very special, and he was smilin 
as he explained that he was very sorry, but heh 
already made arrangements... 


18eme Grand Prix de Monaco F3 
; 24 laps — 49.41 miles 

1, Bruno Giacomelli (March-Toyota/Nova 763), 39m 35.86s, 

74.84mph; 
2, Bertram Schafer (Ralt-BMW/GmbH RT1), 39m 55.44s; 
3, Stephen South (March-Toyota/Nova 763), 40m 3.62s; 
4, Conny Andersson (March- Toyota/Nova 763), 40m 14.98s; 
5, Gianfranco Brancatelli (March-Toyota/Nova 763), 40m 20.62s; 
6, Renzo Zorzi (Modus-Toyota/Nova Ml) 40m 36.79s; 1 =a 

7, Ulf Svensson (Ralt-Toyota/Nova RT1), 40m 39.39s; 8, Boy Hayje 
Ral RT1), 40m 41.73s; 9, Clas Sigurdson (Rait- 

oyota/Nova .RT1), 40m 51.61s; 10, Manfred Leppke (Maco- 

Toyota/Nova), 40m 51.61s; 11, lan Flux (Ralt-Toyota/Nova RT1), 
41m 2.42s; 12, Lamberto Leoni (March-Toyota/Nova 763), 41m 
9.56s; 13, Jean-Louis Schlesser (Van Diemen-Ford/Holbay 376) 
41m 11.95s; 14, Mike Young (Modus-Toyota/Nova M1), 41m 15.88s: 
15, Tarcisio Riva (March-Toyota/Nova 763), 23 laps; 16, lan Ashley 
(Ralt-Toyota/Nova RT1), 21 laps. 

Fastest lap: Giacomelli, 1m 37.39s, 76.10mph. 

Heat 1 (16 laps): 1, Giacomelli, 26m 28.68s, 74.62mph; 2, 
Andersson, 26m 36.88s; 3, Brancatelli, 26m 38.13s; 4, Zorzi, 26m 


57.73s; 5, Rupert Keegan (March-Toyota/Nova 743), 27m 16.21s; 6, 


Leoni, 27m 17.04s; 7, Svensson, 27m 17.47s; 8, Riva, 27m 23.29s, 
9, Gaudenzio Mantova (Ralt-Toyota/Nova RT1), 27m 40.87s, 11, 
Leppke, 27m 40.87s; 12, Jean-Claude Alzerat (March-Toyota/Nova 
763), 27m 55.67s; 13, Tony Dron (March-Triumph/Holbay 763), 28m 
9.67s; 14, Ken Silverstone (March-Toyota/Nova 743), 15 laps. 
Fastest lap: Giacomelli, 1m 38.14s, 75.52mph. 
Heat 2 (16 laps): 1, Conny Ljundgteldt Wikin Toyota/Nova), 26m 
37.13s, 74.22mph:; 2, Schafer, 26m 40.19s; 3, South, 27m 752s: 4. 
Hayje, 27m 15.30s; 5, Ashley, 27m 16.44s: 6, Sigurdson. 27m 
26.93s; 7, Young, 27m 27.88s; 8, Flux, 27m 27.888: 9. Schiesser. 
5388s. 10, Willi Siler (ModusToyota/Nova Mlr 11. John 
753), 28m 5.09s: 12. Richard Hawks 
Avessanaro 
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David Purley streams past the bedraggled but large and enthusiastic Thruxton crowd. 
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Purley is the rain master 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS > 


Photos by JOHN GAISFORD 


The weather effectively wrecked any chance of a real race at the fifth round of the Shellsport 5000 
championship run over 30 drenching laps at Thruxton on Whit Holiday Monday. To drive within 50 
yards of another car meant a treacherous time with scarcely any vision and blinding spray, which might 


also soak the engine into a spluttering, coughing, unpredictable powerhouse or brake, depending on its , 


state. But it was David Purley who was the master of the day, setting fastest practice time and pulling 
away into an immediate lead on a clear road and just driving through the field pein to show that he 


could do it and lap the lot, despite a near spin to spoil his otherwise perfect drive. 


aving his first wet 


race in his F2 March was John Nicholson who brought it home in second place, having been led for 
nearly two thirds of the race by Mike Wilds debuting a Shadow DN3 chassis for Team P R Reilly only 
for it to go very sick in the wet. He was nearly caught by Divina Galica who must surely have finally 
silenced her critics with a superbly controlled and gutsy drive in the Shellsport Whiting Surtees, her 
first time at Thruxton and her first time in the wet in the DF V-powered machine; the 10,000 crowd 
certainly appreciated it. The supporting races tended to have run-away leaders like the main race, 
although the small saloon dice was particularly good. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


The saddest thing about the entry was that three 
potential winners never turned up. Firstly, 
neither the two RAM Brabhams arrived. They 
were entered said Thruxton, who then seemed to 
promote the ntepne them, despite not coming 
to an agreement with John MacDonald over start 
money. Derek Bell’s non-appearance was a big 
disappointment for many, one felt. Then Alan 
Jones cancelled mid-week, the reason said to be 
lack of engines for his new Bartz-powered March, 
destined for the USA F5000 series. 

What we did have were those two sparring 

artners, Damien Magee and David Purley on the 
nt row of the grid in their 3.4 Essex powered 
machines. Purley got 0.4s under the lap record for 
his pole position on 1m 10.6s in the Lec 
Refrigeration Chevron with only a poe as a 
problem in the two dry sessions. The Hexagon 
team were again looking happy although Damien 
Magee was 0.8s slower on 1m 11.4s in their 3.4 
March 751. Damien, the championship leader, was 
delayed by spark box trouble during the practice 
sessions. 

Just 0.4s slower on 1m 11.8s was Brian 
McGuire in his DFV-powered Williams, heading 
row two. Both McGuire and Purley had tried to 

ractice at the circuit during silenced testing but 

d never got their cars through the decibel 
metre, and McGuire in particular felt the lack of 
testing, handling problems making the car lurch 
Rand through the long corners, and also to cut 


out with fuel surge, a habitual Williams problem. 
which cured itself briefly for the Spanish GP but. 


returned for Thruxton. 

Beside McGuire, and happy to be eee 
15s quicker than he had for the Easter F2 
meeting was John Nicholson in his Chevrolet 
Wega — powered Pinch Plant March 752. An 
engine cross member had to be welded up during 
the second session, so Nicholson set his 1m 12s 
@aring the first session. 

All alone on row three was Keith Holland in 
team E L Gibbs’ ex-Scott Lola T400, setting a 1m 
124s during the second session, despite the 
discovery of two broken valve springs in the 
Smith/Chevrolet engine which were causing a 
misfire. 

The reason that he was alone was that Val 


Musetti was in the happy position of having both 
a ‘wet’ and “‘ car. The wet car was his 
Swindon B March 742 while the dry 


ee eee pp ee 


which Tom had loaned Val having recently raced 
Val’s spare F2 March at the Nee The 
time was set in the dry car, and when the weather 
turned wet, Musetti switched to the F2 March. 
However, despite this ‘posing’ Sees it 
wasn’t without its Epes for Val isn’t quite 
the same shape as Tom and found the eg re a bit 
close in the 751, while he went off lightly in the F2 
car, without too much damage. The 751 time 
might have seen him on row three but the 742 was 
considerably further back. 

Mike Wilds headed row four in the Team P R 
Reilly Shadow, a brand new car built as a spare 
for Tom Pryce, and never having turned a wheel. 
In red livery and with Lella Lombardi’s name on 
the bodywork, Wilds found the right ratios for the 
dry in the second session and did general sorting 
in arriving at his 1m 13s. Bill Gubelmann’s F2 


March was alongside on 1m 13.4s, the American - 


complaining of lack of clutch and Goodyear 
saying the tyres were overheating, although they 
were left alone. : 

Jim Crawford was the model of consistency on 
row five in Peter Williams’ Coin Monthly Chevron 
with Atlantic mill, Crawford forsaking Indylantic 
saying he hadn’t been paid for the last one, and 
anyway, he’d get paid more for coming last at 


- Thruxton than he would for doing well at Croft. 


However, he set a 1m 15.6s both in the first 
session and the second, but didn’t seem parti- 


-cularly happy with a misfire and untimately 


elected not to start, despite prayers for rain being 
answered. 

Final driver within six seconds of Purley was 
Divina Galica’s 3.0 Surtees-DFV TS16, Divina 
paying her very first visit to Thruxton. She set 
tae = to start alongside the vacant spot left by 

aford. 


RACE 


After a couple of exploratory laps on slicks, the 
cars assembled on the grid and duly changed to 
wets as the rain came down. Late out, on wets, 
was Damien Magee who started out on his warm- 
up laps late and probably found lying water on the 
track. No cars had been circulating as they were 
all on the grid, and the water drowned out his 
electrics. As the grid waited for Philip Guerola to 
change his Brabham to wets, a long procedure, 
Magee was qty etd out his March’s electrics 
which were By the time Guerola had 
finichod. she stesk. wab-snaked and. Megs won 

i that’s 


slowly staggering round to the pits, 
Cee the were cert ed Peeler led See Nerbeolan_ 


then Gubelmann, Wilds, Holland, Galica and 
McGuire. The spray was tremendous, and by the 
end of lap one, it wasn’t surprising to see huge 
gaps between the cars, Wilds having slotted into 
third with Gubelmann slipping back to be 
challenged by Galica, Holland and Dennis Leech’s 
ex-RAM Chevron-Morand B28. ‘ 

By lap two, Divma was past Gubelmann for 
fourth while Mike Wilds was obviously not going 
to let Purley get away and had caught and passe 
Nicholson although there was a considerable gap 
to Purley. However, while Gubelmann was 
fighting off Leech’s anallpage for fifth place, 

ilds understeered through the chicane into the 
marshalling area on lap four, and yet still rejoined 
in second spot. The order remained fairly static 
for the first ten laps, although Divina seemed to 
be closing on Nicholson in third, while Magee, 
having got to the pits, rejoined when the race was 
five laps old, and on the tenth lap, proceeded to 
spin in front of Purley which must have been 
worrying. Purley had his own moment a lap later 
at the chicane. 

Meanwhile, the last Laepeed runner, Divina 
Galica was closing on third placed Nicholson and 
by lap seventeen, the gap was less than a second. 
Two laps later she was still there, but along with 
many others who were spluttering around, 
including McGuire who gave up the unequal 
struggle against the weather long before, Wilds 
was suffering from a soaked engine. He fell back 
rapidly to the clutches of Nicholson, while at the 
same time, Purley lapped Divina, all of which 
meant that she dropped away from Nicholson who 


moved up to second on lap 21 at Cobb. Leech, in an 


F5000 Chevrolet engined car which didn’t seem to 


‘be suffering as much as the lower powered 


machines, was now fifth havin taken 
Gubelmann. Holland was behind the American, 
having taken a distinct dislike to the conditions 
early on. 

As the final laps reeled out, Purley showed his 
class by lapping the entire field on lap 22, a 
considerable achievement in the wet conditions. 
and while the sick Wilds began dropping back, so 
too did the Shellsport Surtees with another wet 
engine and that’s how they ran out. However, 
Purley did have a hell of a moment which nearly 
ruined his race right at the end, and Nicholson 
emulated. him on his_ slowing down lap. 
Gubelmann had already done the same right at 
the end, which dropped back to seventh behind 
Holland. Val Musetti hadn’t liked the conditions 
much either, but his engine seemed fairly healthy 
as had Leech’s in fifth position, seeming to 
popitivey relish the rain, while Jim Kelly also 

ept his elderly Trojan on the road and healthy to 
complete the runners. 

A word about Magee. He started five laps down 
and finished five laps down at the end. Which 
must surely mean that he would probably have 
been second. The rain ruined his chances, and the 
race. 


SUPPORTING RACES 


Before the track got really soaking, a small grid of 
FF-engined Clubmans came out for eight laps of 
their Oceanair qualifier: the question being, could 
the travelling Ferrada win at Thruxton and at 
Silverstone. He’d had problems after a tangle 
with Vernon Davies at Silverstone, but it was all 
pone when he arrived, albeit a little late, at 
xton. At the start, it was Nick Scott’s U2 
from Guy Woodward’s similar car and Ferrada 
from row two, but through the chicane on the first 
lap, Scott got crossed up and lost three pleces. 
letting Woodward away while Perrada bad to deal 
with Moseley. On the second leap, Scott 
properly out of the chrame bat was 
t—eetcke ecole ed bs Soo! Chee = De 


dosed on Woodward meme iting by under 
braking for the chicane on lap four but spmning 
four laps later, causing Ferrada to spm too to 
avoid, all of which left Woodward in the again 
to the flag with Moseley second and Brian 
Young’s Toric sponsored Haggispeed having 
come up well from eighth on the first lap. 
Ferrada's U2 was fifth behind Robin Henderson's 
U2, the latter despite a late spin. 

The Forward Trust sponsored ten lapper for the 
two smaller special saloon classes turned into a 
tremendous tussle in the strengthening drizzle. 
Brian Prebble’s Imp seemed to have a bit of a lead 
on the first lap, but by lap two, he was heavily in- 
volved in keeping first Andy Holloway’s Imp, 
then Ginger Marshall’s Mini Estate and then 
Robin Bastable’s Mini at bay. Prebble was really 
having to work hard at keeping the others at bay; 
resortng to some enormous slides into the 
chicane, while Marshall would yo-yo up and down 
the battle with regularity. It was really good 
stuff, but on the last lap, it went rather wrong. 
Firstly Prebble went wide out of Church and lost 
his lead for the first time. Coming into Club, he 
tried the ultimate outbraking manoeuvre which 
simply got him into an enormous slide, straight 
onto the grass and into the barrier. The Imp 


thumped the barrier hard and Prebble seemed to | 


have been injured but walked to the ambulance 
and was checked out as healthy. Meanwhile 
Marshall had a one second victory over Bastable 
and Holloway. Roger Gill and Geoff Gilkes in Imp 
and Mini respectively had a tremendous tussle for 
the 850 class until on lap eight Gill got a puncture 
and Gilkes’ oil pressure disappeared, so a follow- 
ing Neil Dineen took the class win in his Mini. 

After the 5000 race, the rain still fell heavily for 
the Classic Car/Rochas field for which Woody 
Harris had pole by 1.5s in his ineligible for points 
Ford GT40. It seemed very risky to race this 
beautiful car on the wet track, but Harris was the 
master of the big beasty throughout and never 
put a foot wrong which was admirable. He had a 
sizeable lead throughout over John Beasley’s 
equally ineligible Lister-Corvette, which had an 
equally large lead over Richard Thwaites 2.5 
Brabham BTS, although Thwaites had to fight off 
Michael Ostroumoff’s Lola Mkl. Thwaites’ 
Eastern Carpet Stores team-mate Mike Wood was 
the next man up, but John Webb’s Monsieur 
Rochas sponsored Elan took him on lap six in his 
efforts to get away from Bill Nicholson’s MGB. 
However, Nicholson got by his classmate on lap 

ight and when Webb tried to keep up, he got into 
iar ze slide at the chicane, went past the mar- 
shalling area into the catch fencing, damaging 
much fibreglass, but little else. Wood was the last 
runner unlapped by the flying Woody. 

Philip Bullman looked as though he might have 
his revenge over Derek Warwick for his previous 
day’s Brands Hatch defeat. In the DJM Records 
Formula Ford qualifer, the red Crossle was on 

le position. But when the rain came, it was a 
Fifferent matter, aud furthermore, Warwick had 
confidently played his double points joker. 
Bullman duly led the first lap with Warwick’s 
Hawke, David Heale’s Reynard and Frank Bayes’ 
Image snapping at his heels, and Geoff Smailes 
spinning out of the bunch. Warwick was by on lap 
two and proceeded to draw away as first of 
Heale demoted Bullman and then Bayes too, 
despite a spin, Bullman not being certain of the 
handling of the car in the wet, this being the first 
time at the circuit in the wet for the relatively 
novice driver. Towards the end, Heale jomed the 


terms with Warwick. but Z needed more than that 
and Warwick was a 28s wmner. Bayes and 
Bullman followed at a distance, while Peter 
Orlando brought his Dastie into fifth having been 
as low as eleventh on the first lap. 

Finally the two larger special 
came out for their ten la . 
Jonathan Buncombe’s 2.0 } 
(protested out for alleged wing infringement) and 

lin Hawker’s DFV W 
Nick herd ia eo quite a sizeable lead in the All 
Car Equipe Escort after about 100 yards and 
that’s the way it stayed to the end, Nick being 
thankfully neat after the FFs. Second initially 
was Martin Birrane’s 5.0 Capri until a puncture 
on lap two caused retirement, so a real battle 
developed between Graham Goode’s 1.3 Escort 
and Phil Winter’s 1.3 Mini, both driving really 
well and both trying very hard. But backmarkers 
caused Goode to get away at the end, and win by 
4.4s over Winter, while Phil Baldwin watched the 
fun a second or so behind. 


SheliSport 5000 European championship, round 5 
Thruxton, May 31, 30 laps 
_1, David Purley (3.4 Chevron-Essex/GA B30), 45m 2.6s, 94.15mph; 
2, John Nicholson (2.0 March-Chevrolet Vega 752), 29 laps; 
3, Mike Wilds (3.0 Shadow-Cosworth DFV DN3), 29 laps; 
4, Divina Galica (3.0 Surtees-Cosworth DFV TS16), 29 laps; 
5, Dennis Leech (5.0 Chevron-Chevrolet/Morand 28), 29 laps; 
6, Keith Holland (5.0 Lola-Chevrolet/Smith T400), 28 laps; 

7, Bill Gubelmann (2.0 March-Hart BDG 742), 28 laps; 8, Val 
Musetti (2.0 March-Swindon BDX 742), 27 laps; 9, Jim Kelly (6.0 
Trojan-Chevrolet T101), 27 laps; no other classified finishers. 

Fastest lap: Purley, 1m 26.6s, 97.94mph. 

Oceanair Clubmans championship round (8 laps): 1, Guy 
Woodward (Mallock U2-Holbay Mk14), 12m 27.4s, 90.79mph; 
2, Dud Moseley (Mallock U2-Holbay Mk16B), 12m 32.8s; 3, Brian 
Young (Haggispeed-Minister 4B), 12m 46.8s; 4, Robin Henderson 
-(Mallock U2-Minister Mk16), 12m 52s; 5, Alex Ferrada (Mallock U2- 

avron Mk16B), 12m 59s; 6, Graham Sinclair (Mallock U2-Minister 
Mk14), 13m 11.2s. Fastest lap: Moseley, 1m 28.8s, 95.51mph.. 

Forward Trust 1000 special saloon car championship round, up to 
850cc and 851cc to 1000cc (10 laps); overall and 851cc to 1000cc: 
1, Ginger Marshall (1.0 Mini Clubman Estate), 16m 50s, 83.98mph; 
2, Robin Bastable (1.0 Clements Mini), 16m 51.2s; 3, Andy Holloway 
(1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 16m 52s; 4, John Schneider (1.0 Hillman imp), 
17m 51s. Fastest fap: Marshall, 1m 38.8s, 86.02mph. 

Up to 850cc: 1, Neil Dineen (Morris Cooper), 78.84mph; 2, Reg 


Ward (Morris Mini); 3, Michael Kirby (Hillman Imp). Fastest lap: 


Geoff Gilkes (Mini), lm 39.6s, 85.16mph. 


(1.2 Lola-Climax Mk1), 19m 5s. Over 3000cc front engined GT: 
1, Bob Linwood (4.7 TVR Griffith 200SE2), 63.88mph; 2, John Goate 
.7 Aston Martin DB4GT); 3, Stewart Bond (3.7 Aston Martin 
B4GT). Fastest lap: Hon Amschell Rothschild (3.8 Jaguar E), 1m 
53.8s, 74.53mph (Establishes record). 1300cc to 3000cc front 
engined GT: 1, Bill Nicholson Wise MGB), 73.97mph; 2, David Pratiey 
2.0 Marcos GT); 3, Ken Eady (1.6 Lotus Elan). Fastest lap: 
icholson, 1m 48.2s, 78.39mph (Establishes record). Up to 1300cc 
front engine GT: 1, Jem Marsh (1.3 Marcos GT), 69.45mph; 2, Ralph 
Canby (1.2 Lotus Elite); no other finishers. Fastest lap: Canby, 1m 
56.8s, 72.62mph (Establishers record). 2000cc sports racing: 
1, Harris, 80.26mph; 2, Beasley; 3, Thwaites. Fastest lap: Harris, 
lm 42.6s, 82.64mph. Up to 2000cc sports racing 1, Mike 
Ostroumoff (1.2 Lola Lan 74.08mph; 2, Mike Wood (2.0 Elva 
Mk7S); 3, Brian Cocks (1.6 Lotus 23B). Fastest lap: Ostroumoff, 1m 
52.85, 75.19mph. ; 
DJM Records Formula Ford championship round (10 laps): 
1, Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15), 17m 26s, 81.09mph; 
2, David Heate (Reynard-Rowland 75SF), 17m 28.8s; 3, Frank Bayes 


(Image-Minister FF2B), 17m 37.2s: 4, Philip Bullman (Crossle- 


Minister 30F), 18m 0.4s; 5, Peter Orlando (Dastle-Longman 11/16), 
18m 7.2s; 6, Mark Syms (Merlyn-GGS Mk20/29), 18m 23.4s. Fastest 
lap: Warwick, 1m 42.8s, 82.51mph. 

Forward Trust 1000 plus championship round, over 1300cc and 
1001cc to 1300cc (10 laps): 1, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort- 
BDG), 16m 13.2s, 87.15mph; 2, Graham Goode (1.3 Ford Escort), 
16m 23.2s; 3, Phil Winter (1.3 Longman abi 16m 27.6s; 4, Peter 
Baldwin (1.3 Mini Clubman GT), 16m 286s. Over 1300cc: 
1, Whiting, 87.15mph; 2, Tony Dickinson (4.0 Ford Escort); no other 
finishers. Fastest lap: Whiting, 1m 36.2s, 88.17mph. 1001cc to 
1300cc: 1, Goode, 86.27mph; 2, Winter; 3, Baldwin. Fastest lap: 
Goode, 1m 35.8s, 88.53mph. ; 


Small Forward Trust saloons provided an exciting race, Brian Prebble leading here, soon to go off. 


77 44mph; 2, David Bushell (Lotus 61), 10m 46s; 3, 


) Sug 
(Chevrolet Camaro), 10m 23.6s; 3, Paul Stoor (Escort-FWA), 10m 
1 t 1300cc 1. 


MALLORY PARK 


Record for Adams 
and Jackson 


The nine race Mallory Park programme on Whit 
Monday was admirably organised as usual by the 
BRSCC and got off to a record breaking start. 
During the opening 10 lap Sytner of Nottingham 
Club Sports car race, the lap record gradually fell 
from 45.6s to 44.8s (108.48m ph); both Nick Adams, 
who won, and second place Malcolm Jackson 
being credited with the new record. 

In practice Jackson had circuited in the same 
time to earn pole, but Peter Cooke’s lively 
Harrison Mk7B was first away. It took five laps 
for Adams to get ahead at Devils Elbow in a very 
dodgy looking move and he was followed a lap 
later by the poleman. This was the order to the 
flag where only a fifth of a second separated the 


pair. 

Malcolm Johnstone (Hillman Imp) had a poor 
practice but got things together for the 1000cc 
special saloons race. From the third row of the 
grid Johnstone stormed to a second lap lead and 
was 20s ahead of Don Hardman’s Mini at the 
finish. 

Euro Burgess production sports cars were next 


and Chris Meek’s sake ambled lazily into the, 


lead on lap four. Behind was shirt sleeved 
poleman John Britten who'd earlier led for three 
laps. The race proved a BIBA benefit with Valli 
dominating the smaller class throughout in her 
MG Midget. 

Most of the 500cc cars looked tatty and this 
was borne out by the race — 15 started, six 
finished. John Tuner in one of the tidier Cooper- 
Nortons was the narrow victor after some good 
scrapping up front. 

The 1275 Minis which followed got rather 
strung out and the Motospeed Mini of Paul Taft 
won by almost 7s after leading all the way. 

“Doc” Griffiths (MGB) had a fairly comfortable 
win in the ten lapper for £2000-£3000 production 
sports cars as rain began to fall. The twitchier 

R 1600M of Chris Alford just held off Chris 
‘Hampshire’s ven 4/4 to take second place. 

Formula Ford honours should have gone to 

Graham Tilley (Crosslé 25F) who was 1.4s faster 


than anyone else in practice. But the unfortunate: 


local spun out of a decreasing lead; Barry Pigot 
became the easy victor in a newly purchased 
Royale PR21. 

Over 1300cc special saloons rounded off the 
day. Tony Strawson, disheartened either by the 
light rain or the fact that Tony Sugden had 
bettered his practice time by a clear second, 
loaded-up and went home. Sugden’s flag to flag 


- victory was therefore predictable. The Doncaster 


driver won in fact by 25s. 


JEFFREY JOHNSTONE 


Sytner of Nottingham Club Sports Cars (10 laps): 1, Nick Adams 
(Mallock U2Mk18), 7m 41.8s, 105.24mph; 2, Malcolm Jackson 
(Mailock U2 14), 7m 42.0s; 3, Peter Cooke (Harrison Mk7B), 7m 
45.6s; 4, Richard Mallock (Mallock U2 Mk11B/16), 7m 58.6s. Fastest 
lap: Adams and Jackson 44.8s, 108.48mph (record). 

Special Saloons up to 1000cc (10 laps); 850cc te 1000cc and 
overall: 1, Malcolm Johnstone (Hillman Imp), 9m 24.4s, 86.11mph; 
2, Don Hardman (Mini-Cooper ‘S’), 9m 46.85; 3, Rob Roe (BMC 
Mini), 9m 53.4s. Fastest lap: Johnstone, 55.4s, 87.73mph. Up to 
850ce: 1, Robert Goodwin (Imp) 10m 24.6s, 77.81mph; 2, David 
Leaver (BMC Mini); 3, Duncan Paterson (Austin Mini). Fastest lap: 
Goodwin, 1m O1s, 79.67mph. 

Production Sperts Cars — £3000 to £4500 and up to £2000 (10 
laps): 1, Chris Meek (Lotus Europa), 9m 37.2s, 84.20mph; 2, John 
Britten (Morgan Plus 8), 9m 39.6s; 3, Colin Blower (TVR 3000M), 9 
laps. Fastest lap: Meek, 56.02s, 86.48mph. Up to £2000: 1, “Valli” 
on Midget), 74.23mph; 2, Dave Karaskas (Austin Healey Sprite), 3, 
rer (Austin Healey Sprite). Fastest lap: Karaskas, 1m 04s, 

.93mph. 

Formula 500 Racing Cars (10 laps): 1, John Turner (Cooper-Manx 
Norton Mk9), 11m 12.4s, 72.28mph; 2, Colin Myles (Cooper-Norton 
Mk4), lim 13.2s; 3, William Read (Keift-Jap), 11m 40,4s; 4, Den 
Pryce) EOPREN IAP Mk8), 12m 19.0s. Fastest lap: Turner, 1m 01.6s, 


.Qmph. 

Mini 1275 (10 laps): 1, Paul Taft, 10m 10.8s, 79.57mph; 2, Glyn 
Swift, 10m 17.6s; 3, Malcolm Leggatt, 10m 19.4s; 4, Roger 
Saunders, 10m 19.6s. Fastest lap: Tait, 1m, 81.00mph. 

Historic Sports Cars and selected 500s and FF reserves (10 laps): 
1, Nigel Mansell (Hawke DL11), 9m 24.6s, 86.85mph; 2, Barry 
Pickard (Van Diemen), 9m 42.4s; 3, Paul Nightingale (Alexis Mk24), 
9m 42.6s; 4, Peter Van Rossem (Lister Jaguar), 9m 57.2s. Fastest 
lap: Mansell, 53.8s, 90.33mph. 

Production Sports cars, £2000 to £3000 (10 laps): 1, Doc Griffiths 
(MGB), 11m 11.8s, 72.35mph; 2, Chris Alford (TVR 1600M), 11m 
13.6s; 3, Chris Hampshire (Morgan 4/4), 11m 14.4s; 4, Anthony 
Brewer (Morgan 4/4), 11m 24.6s. Fastest lap: Gerry Brown (MGB) 
and Hampshire, 1m 06s, 73.63mph. 

Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Barry Pigot (Royale PR21), 10m 27.6s, 
raham Tilley 
(Crosslé 25F), 10m 47.4s; 4, Roland Knott (Dulon MP17), 10m 57s. 


’ Fastest lap: Tilley, im 08s, 79.93mph. 


Special Saloons over 1300cc and 1001 to 1300cc (10 laps): 2, Tony 
den (Escort-BDE), 9m 58.6s, 81.19mph; 2, John Clding 


30.8s. Fastest 
Dewi stest lap: 


+ 


es 


Battle royal was waged between Andy Rouse’s 


SILVERSTONE 


Triumph Dolomite Sprint and Dave Brodie’s Mazda RX83 (right). Brodie won. 


Rouse has rotary trouble 


Gordon Spice consolidated his lead of the large 
class in the Keith Prowse Touring Car Champion- 
ship by scoring an impressive start to finish 
victory over Tom Walkinshaw’s similar Capri at 
Silverstone on Monday. A terrific dice for third 
overall went to Dave Brodie who put it across 
Andy Rouse’s Dolomite im the Mazda to take the 
2.3 litre class and also the APG Driver of the Day 
Award. Other notable victories at this BRDC 
meeting were scored by John Bright’s Royale- 
Smith RP21 in a wet Brush Fusegear FF final; 
Malcolm Jackson’s U2-Arden Mk1i4 in the Tri- 
centro! Clubmans round (which had to be re- 
started due to rain) and David Preece (3.8 Jaguar 
XK120) after a dramatic drive in the Oldham and 
Crowther Thoroughbred sports car qualifier. 

The two heats for the Brush Fusegear FF round 
opened the day and in the first Jim Walsh showed 
his usual turn of Silverstone speed to break away 
from Chris Skellern (Crosslé 30F) and Matthew 
Argenti (Royale RP21) to take his familiar red 
Royale RP21 to a good win using some of his over- 
steer slides along the way. Skellern and Argenti 
had a close duel for second outbraking each other 
everywhere, Skellern getting the verdict when 
Argenti went wide at Woodcote on the last lap. 
Peter Morgan (Royale RP21) beat Tony Barley 
(Royale RP21), Charlie Wills (Hawke DL11) and 


David Wheeler (Royale RP16) after a close battle 


for fourth. 

The second heat was closer for the lead with 
John Bright (Royale RP21 — using a different 
Smith engine) and Bernard Devaney (Hawke 
DL15) trying to out-fumble each other through- 
out. It came to a head on the last lap as Devaney 
pulled across to the inside halfway down the 
straight, Bright dived round the outside going 
mto Woodcote between Devaney and a back 
marker, resulting in Devaney dislodging his nose 
cone against Bright’s rear wheel! Paul Smith 
(Royale RP21) took a lonely third with David 
Wigdor (Image FF2B) beating Michael Colin’s 
venerable March 708 for fourth. 

Following that what could be more different 
than an Oldham and Crowther ‘Thosgushbred 
hi Car race? It looked as if David Preece 
(Jaguar XK120) and the famous Squealey of John 
Chatham were going to have a good scrap for the 
lead, but Chatham lost all but top gear after one 
lap and so Preece, driving very dramatically 


pulled away to win. Chatham did well to hold on 
to second of an ever-present shadow in the 
_form of a f Ariumph TR3. Peter 


s 
DB4 held off a race long 


challenge from Rodney Bolwell’s Jaguar XK140 
with Simon Phillips’ enthusiastically driven and 
class winning Frazer Nash next up. The small 
class went to the Elva Courier of Bruce Brown 


who spent the whole race chasing Sylvia Rouse’s’ 


XK150. 
With Formula Super Vee races still not attract- 
ing many entries in this country, the BRDC bol- 
stered the grid with a few F3s which had not made 
the trek to Monaco. From the start Mike 
Wrigley’s March 748 led with Brett Riley and 
John Lain (Modus M1s) following. Lain worked 
his way up to second in the Imado Watch car 


before spinning into retirement at Copse on lap: 


seven. is left Riley to challenge Wrigley, 
slipping past on lap eight and holding on to win 
despite a big effort from Wrigley on the last lap. 
Of the Super Vees, John Morrison made a tardy 
start in his all conquering (in England anyway — 
he had just returned from a none too successful 
Nurburgring outing) Lola T326, but carved his 
way past Peter White (Royale RP19) and Bruce 
Venn’s Elden RS. Morrison pulled away slightly 
to demonstrate his superiority in the class. White 
and Venn continued their battle right up to the 
flag with White just maintaining the upper hand. 
Tom Walkinshaw practised the Team Castrol/ 
London Sports Cars Capri fastest for the Keith 
Prowse Touring Car round with Gordon Spice’s 
MM Plant Hire Capri and Dale Brodie’s Mazda 


a 


RX8 (“it’s all going okay at last’) alongside. 
Andy Rouse (worried with a lack of power from 
the engine and brakes of the Dolomite Sprint) and 
Vince Woodman (whose eeu broke a gearbox) 
fromed the second row. At the start Spice got the 
lead from Walkinshaw and these two soon 
established themselves at the front with Spice 
pulling out a cushion after half distance to come 
home a well deserving winner after a tidy drive 
with Walkinshaw always within sight in second. 
The battle for third was the highlight of the race 
with Rouse leading Brodie nearly all the way only 
for Brodie to close up and get past in a manouvre 
lasting over half a lap with the two cars 
circulating side by side. At the end Brodie got the 
inside lme into Woodcote but Rouse went to the 


outside, cutting up the inside on the exit to draw 


alongside the Mazda; the two getting the same 


“time but Brodie winning by the thickness of a 


coat of paint! Behind them Gerry Marshall’s 
Magnum won a great dice with Colin Vandervell’s 
indifferently handling Capri. Vince Woodman 
went out with another gearbox failure. Win 
Percy’s Toyota Celica won the 1600 class havi 
spent the whole race trailing Paddy Loushna s 
Dolomite, only to nip past on the last lap. The 
small class was won so convincingly by Bernard 
Unett’s Avenger GT that one wonders why the 
rest in the class bother! New lap records were set 
in three of the four classes. 

Many of the competitors for the Tricentrol 
Clubmans round had commuted to Silverstone 


' having raced at Mallory Park or Thruxton earlier 


in the day, so they could have done without the 
drama of rain fallmg soon after they had all 
started racing on slicks. The race was stopped 
after three laps are restarted with the cars on 
wets, the times at two laps being added to their 
times for the following nine laps — confusing isn’t 
it? In the first race David Manley’s Red Arrow U2 


Allan Webb leads the similar U2 of Malcolm Jackson in the Tricentrol Clibmans round. At the flag, the 
positions were reversed. 


retred with misfiring after the restart. Pole man 
Creighton Brown had been second m the first part 
on his U2 Mk17B but broke a drive shaft on the 
grid for the restart, so it was Mallory second place 
man Malcolm Jackson who brought his U2 Mk14 
(with unique Arden tuned motor) past Allen Webb 
im the U2 Mk18 in which Nick Adams had won at 
Mallory) to win. Keith Howell’s was a distant 
third in his U2 Mk14 from Sid Marler’s Gryphon 
C75. Peter Evans (Hustler SS4A) and Steve 
Russell (U2 Mk17B) were classified next up but 
would have been the other way round had the 
initial two laps not been counted. Alex Ferrada 
(U2 Mk16B) took the FF engined class, this being 
a reward for a very hectic day, from Don 
Farthing’s U2 Mk16E. 

With the track now very wet the Brush 
Fusegear FF contenders came out for their final. 
Four competitors soon established themselves as 
the front runners. These were Walsh, Argenti, 
ae and Devaney. Walsh did most of the early 
leading but his sideways style caught him out and 
he spun at Woodcote, recovering qanly, This let 
Bright (who had earlier predicted his victory!) to 
the front where he again staved off the attacks of 
Devaney despite gettng in a big twitch in 
Woodcote on the last lap. Devaney had earlier had 
a half spin at Becketts. Walsh recovered and 
managed to get past Argenti for third. Chris 
Sellern led the second bunch throughout from 
Paul Smith and Charlie Wills with Tony Barley 
next up after a spin at Becketts. 


PETER RICHINGS 


Bruce Fusegear Formula Ford, heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Jim Walsh 
(Royale-Scholar RP21), 10m 48.8s, 89.22mph; 2, Chris Skellern 
Seah 30F), 10m 51.6s; 3, Matthew Argenti (Royale: 

lar RP21), 10m 52.2s; 4, Peter Morgan (Royale-Davron RP21), 
dim 3.0s. Fastest lap: Argenti, Walsh and Skellern, 1m 4.0s, 

A5mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford, heat 2 (10 laps): 1, John Bright 
(Royale-Smith RP21), 10m 54.4s, 88.46mph; 2, Bernard Devaney 
ee rth DL15), 10m 55.2s; 3, Paul Smith (Royale-Rowland 

P21), 11m 5.0s; 4, David Wigdor (Image-Rowland FF2B), 11m 
10.2s. Fastest lap: Bright, 1m 4.0s, 90.45mph. 

Oldham and Crowther Throughbred Sports Car Race (10 laps): 1, 
David Preece (3.8 Jaguar XK120), 11m 27.0s, 84.26mph; 2, John 
Chatham Bo Austin Healey), 11m 48.0s; 3, Reg Woodcock (2.2 
Triumph T > 11m 53.6s; 4, Peter Foster (3.7 Aston Martin DB4), 
12m 10.0s. Over 2700cc: 1, Preece, 84.26mph; 2, Chatham; 3, 
Foster. Fastest lap: Preece, 1m 7.6s, 85.63mph. 1651 to 2700ce: 1, 
Woodcock, 81.12mph; 2, Simon Phillips (2.0 Fraser Nash Le Mans); 
3, Andrew Ledingham (2.1 Triumph TR3). Fastest lap: Woodcock, 
im 10.2s, 82.46mph. P to 1650cc: 1, Bruce Brown (1.6 Elva 
Courier), 77.41mph; 2, Jeremy Trace (1.6 Elva Courier); 3, Mick 
meer 6 MGA). Fastest lap: Brown and Trace, 1m 13.4s, 

87mph. «= 
n Silver Cup Formula Super Vee and Formula Three (12 

: 1, Brett Riley (Modus-Brown/Dolomite M1), 11m 50.2s, 
97 8imph; 2, Mike Wrigley (March-Holt 743), 11m 50.8s; 3, Bruce 
Coate-Bond (March-Novamotor 753), 12m 4.8s; 4, John Morrison 

ola-Daghorn 1326),-12m 14.8s. Formula Three: 1, Riley; 2, 

igley; 3, Coate-Bond. Fastest lap: Riley and Wrigley, 58.2s, 
99.46mph. Formula Super Vee: 1, Morrison, 94.54mph; 2, Peter 
White (Royale-Heidegger RP19); 3, Bruce Venn (Elden-Daghorn RS). 
Fastest lap: Morrison, 59.8s, 96.80mph. 


AVES 


Indylantic incident 


Indylantic came to Croft on Monday complete 
with the now customary pre-event build up (which 
helped to bring in 8000 spectators) and special 
attractions. This third round of the series gave 
victory to Richard Scott’s Dixons of Perth/Fison 
Kinross Motor Auctions Modus-Nicholson M3 
after a controversial incident with erstwhile 
leader Ted Wentz (Lola-Swindon T460), who had 
to be content with fourth overall and the Capitol 
Radio Award for the most entertaining drive of 
the day. Scott set anew Atlantic (but not outright 
circuit) record. 

The BARC (Yorkshire) put on a reasonable sup- 
poring programme and the club races were in- 

itely more entertaining than the celebrity 
superstars novelty items would have been had 
they been running. For this, the third helping of 
Indylantic, the series leader Tony Trimmer was a 
disconsolate spectator as Mike King had now 
taken over the Bruach Lola T360. Cyd Williams 
was also out of a drive with Terry Perkins in the 
cockpit of the impressive Harrisons of 
Birmingham/Graham Eden Sana. Another not- 
able change was the arrival of the lighter Atlantic 
Boxer chassis for Netherton an Worth driver 


Keith Prowse Touts Car Championship round (32 laps 1, 
Gordon Spice (3.0 Ford Capri), 35m 51.6s, 86.09mph; 2, Tom 
Walkinshaw (3.0 Ford Capri), 35m 58.6s; 3, David Brodie (2.3 
Mazda RX3), 36m 15.4s; 4, Andy Rouse (2.0 Triumph Dolomite 
Sprint), 36m 15.4s. 2301-3000cc: 1, Spice; 2, Walkinshaw; 3, Colin 
Vandervell (3.0 Ford Capri). Fastest lap: Spice and Walkinshaw, Im 
6.4s, 87.18mph (record). 1601-2300cc: 1, Brodie, 85.15mph; 2, 
Rouse; 3, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum).. Fastest jap: 
Brodie, 1m 6.8s, 86.66mph (record). 1301-1600cc: 1, Win Percy (1.6 
Toyota Celica), 80.92mph; 2, Barrie Williams (1.6 Toyota Celica); 3, 
Patrick Cobb (1.6 Toyota Celica). Fastest lap: Percy, 1m 10.2s, 
82.46mph. Up to 1300ce: 1, Bernard Unett (1.3 Hillman Avenger 
GT) 75.95mph; 2, Marc Smith (1.3 Renault 51S); 3, Peter Hilliard 
et io Romeo GT Junior). Fastest lap: Unett, 1m 15.0s, 77.18mph 
record). 

Tricentrol Clubmans Sports Car Championship Round (11 laps), 
Overall and Fully Modified: 1, Malcolm Jackson (U2-Arden Mk14), 
12m 16.8s, 86.42mph, 2, Allen Webb (U2-Davron Mk18), 12m 
19.0s; 3, Keith Howell (U2-Holbay Mk14), 12m 32.0s; 4, Sid Marler 
pied cea hat C75), 12m 53.8s. Fastest lap: Creighton Brown 
U2-Close Mk17B)and David Manley (U2-Swindon Mk17B), 1m 5.0s, 

.O6mph. Formula Ford Engined: 1, Alex Ferrada (U2-Davron 
Mk16B), 79.62mph; 2, Don Farthing (U2-Holbay Mk16E); 3, Nick 
Linney (U2-Detta Mk14/16). Fastest lap: Ferrada, 1m 106s, 

.99mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Championship round (15 laps): 1, 
John Bright (Royale-Smith RP21), 18m 41.4s, 77.43mph; 2, Bernard 
Devaney (Hawke-Smith DL15), 18m 41.8s;-3, Jim Walsh (Royale- 
Scholar RP21), 18m 42.2s; 4, Matthew Argenti (Royale-Scholar 
RP21), 18m 45.0s; 5, Chris Skellern (Crosslé-Scholar 30F), 19m 
2.6s; 6, Paul Smith (Royale-Rowland RP21), 19m 5.0s. Fastest lap: 
Devaney, 1m 12.4s, 79.96mph. . 


dim Walsh prictionally leads Matthew Argenti, also in a Royale, during the Brush Fusegear Formula 


Ford final. 
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alsh has since been declared the winner and Argenti given fastest lap. 


Tony Rouff. By the time practice and qualifym 
was over the field was reduced to 15 — the pai ee 
ties including Jeremy Rossiter who put his car 
into the b under the BP bridge — and Ken 
Bailey who had the engine cover on his Chevron 
B29 up and dislodge the rear wing, ——s 
him to a fortunately harmless standstill. Perkins 
was permitted to start from the back of the grid 
after suffering two driveshaft breakages when he 
tried to qualify. 

Wentz had qualified 0.84 seconds quicker than 
Scott for pole position and the Swan Lager car 
leapt straight into the lead with Scott heading the 
poe from Rouff and Alo Lawler’s Chevron 

29. Scott tenaciously hung onto Wentz without 
settling into a position to make a breakthrou 
Then on lap 14, David Winstanley crashed the 
Withers of Winsford Brabham BT40 at the 
chicane and although the course was not blocked 
the pace car was brought out for the first time in 
Britain robbing most of the hard won advantages. 
After two laps at reduced speed battle was re- 
commenced and on lap 27 a challenging Scott 
made contact with Wentz at Spa. The Lola spun 
to a halt losing considerable time and four places. 
The incident was later subjected to a stewards’ 
enquiry but the results were confirmed. Scott won 
by 23 seconds from Tony Rouff who gave the new 
Boxer an excellent debut. Derek Cook had been 
second after benefitting from the pace car’s pres- 
ence — but on lap 29 he gave the Chevron a 
mighty wallop at the chicane, limping in to retire. 
Cook’s other sparring partner, Al. Lawler, 
finished an excellent third ahead of the delayed 
Wentz. The Sana was coming through well from 
the back of the field when Perkins had to retire 
from seventh overall on lap 11 when a carburettor 
nozzle fell off and hit a brake cylinder. Dickson 
was much delayed by an early spin and subse- 
quently returned tothepitsviathepaddock. _—_ 

Bill Dryden enlivened the BARC Northern 
Special Saloon round by starting the new 240bhp 
Toleman Group/SMT Firenza in the wrong gear. 
It took him just over seven laps to claw his way 
back up the field and take the lead from Doug 
Niven’s Border Rievers ESCORT—FVC, setting a 
new class record in the process. Keith Bowmaker 
won the V8 battle for third place in the Tracktune 
Escort from Malcolm Stevens Falcon. 

Fred Sigafoos in Alan Morton-Jacob’s newly 
rebuilt Royale RP21 fought off the race-long 
attentions of Mick Starkey’s Merlyn Mk20a in 
the BARC Northern FF round. Starkey’s last lap 


-effort was not quite enough but he was in any case 


enalised 10- seconds for a jumped start. Alan 
‘Semngar Crosslé 30F) shook off Cameron Binnie’s 
old bus well driven Hawke DL2A for third. 

A meagre nine car Modsports race was rather 
anticlimatic after the ‘Atlantics -but. at least 
Davrian drivers John Kirk (K and F Metals Mk5) 
and John Adamson (Rock Ep pa Mk7) put 
on a show until the latter slowed in the later 
stages; while Garry Wilson’s mpEte only just held 
off John Mackie’s Elan. Ken Oram wrote off his 


_.MGB when he somersaulted four times after the 
_Esses and was unlucky to suffer only a brui 


elbow. 


CHRIS MASON 


BARC Norther Special Saloons (12 laps): 1, B. Dryden (2.5 Vauxhall 
Firenza) 14m 45.4s, 85.88 mph; 2, D. Niven (2.0 Ford Escort FVC) 
14m 50.2s; 3, K. Bowmaker (4.7 Ford Escort V8) 15m 30.4s; 4, M. 
Stevens (4.7 Ford Falcon) 15m 31.8s. Over 2500cc: 1, Bowmaker; 2, 
Stevens. Fastest lap: Stevens and Bowmaker 1m 15.2s, 83.77 mph. 
1301-2500cc: 1, Dryden, 2, Niven, 3, F. Henderson (1.6 litre Toyota 
Celica). Fastest lap: Dryden 1m 11.8s, 87.74 mph (record). 1001- 
1300cc: T. Rogeson (1.3 Cooper S) 76.4 mph; 2, L. Scurr (1.3 Cooper 
S). Fastest lap: Dryden 1m 11.8s 87.74 mph (record). Up to 1000ce: 
1, R. Matthews (1.0 Mini-Ford) 77.03 mph; 2, P. Cartlidge (1.0 A40 
For SI, Ritchie (1.0 Cooper S). Fastest lap: Cartlidge im 18.6s 


80.15 mph. . : 
BARC Northern FF championship (12 laps): 1, F. Sigafoos (Royale- 
Minister RP21) 15m 03s 83.72 mph; 2, M. Starkey (Merlyn-Scholar 
Mk20A) 15m 13s; 3. A. Stringer (Crosslé-Cheshire 30F) 15m-20.4s; 
4, C. Binnie (Hawke-Minister DL2A) 15m 29s; 5, P. Tingle (Van 
Diemen-Scholar RF744) 15m 29.8s; 6, R. Gorne (Elden-Smith 
Mk10X) 15m 36.2s. Fastest lap: Starkey 1m 14s 85.13 mph. 
indylantic Snes round three (35 laps) 1, R. Scott 
Modus-Nicholson 


M3), 32 laps. Fastest lap: 
BAR 


tt, lm 0.2s, 101.61m 
ARC LAPS 


2, Adamson, 3. 
im 146s 34 45em0h 
377 
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Mick Hill narrowily leads Stuart McCrudden in the Renault 5 race; McCrudden finished second, but Hill 
rolled on the penultimate lap without serious injury. 


RUFFORTH 
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Elfin Renault show 


Incessant rain did its best to ruin last Saturday’s 
BRSCC(N) holiday presentation at Rufforth. 
Great pools of water formed along the main 
straight and marshals, competitors, and the 
surprising number of brave spectators were 
thoroughly sodden. Competitors were given the 
mon of packing up altogether but decided to go 

ead and race and, rather surprisingly, some fair 


racing ensued, with all races reduced in length by 


two laps. Much credit is due to all concerned in 
keeping faith and putting on a show in dreadful 
conditions. Rain or no rain the Elf Renault 5s put 
on their usual nerve-wracking display, won this 
time by Neil McGrath for Harding Autos and 
Autoseal. -“‘New boys” Tony Barley and David 
Leslie. headed ‘“‘old man’’ Peter Harrington in a 
well fought TateF F 1600 round, and the day ended 
with another Derek Cook/Andy Barton Libre 
battle which went to Barton’s March 73B/75B 
after Cook’s Chevron B27 had its engine begin 
misfiring really badly — a common complaint in 
such aquatic conditions. 

Racing began rather quietly with a reduced field 
of sodden BRSCC Modsports contenders. Jon 
Fletcher’s nimble Glazepta/Carter Bros Elan 
never looked in any danger from John 
Oxborough’s striking Viking Eng Jaguar E or 
from Brian Murphy’s E, which was slightly 
delayed by a lap 1 spin at the Esses. Robin Gray’s 
LawrenceTune Morgan Plus 8 was a long way 
astern in fourth place. Jim Adamson might have 


LYDDEN 


Saloon brawl 


A large crowd supported the varied programme 
which included Karts, bangers, rallycross and five 
car races at Lydden on Monday. The weather was 
bright but overcast and turned into light rain 
shortly after the last car race. With the exception 
of the saloon car race the entry list in general was 
disappointing. Indeed the saloon car race was the 
most exciting and it took until half-distance 
before the cars sorted themselves out. Geoff 


Bedding (Ford Anglia) after a poor start, came. 


back through the field and took the lead ahead of 
Steve Pattinson (Chug-a-lug Mini) who after a 
very good race blew his engine climbing Hair Hill 
on the last lap. 2 

The Modsports were very sparse giving an easy 
win to Dave Bettinson (Caterham Super Seven) 
no led from start to finish. Tony Clayden (Lotus 
Eien Sil), after a push-start, fought back to 
second place with Nick Remusa spirited third. 

Although 12 Vees were on the programme, only 
seven came out to race with Nick Wadham 
(Scarab) taking the lead from Ray Simpson (JSR). 
The battle for first place was contested until the 
flag where Wadham held off Simpson with Tim 
—_ finishing in third place. 

; FF rece wes another round of the Lydden 


put in a strong challenge in the prevailing 
conditions as he had put the Rock Engineerin 
Davrian in the middle of the front row of the grid, 
but a broken driveshaft on the first lap put paid to 
his chances. 

A tight threesome featuring Mick Hill (Bridge 
House Motors), Stuart McCrudden (James Barr & 
Son Engineermg) and McGrath quickly eased 
themselves clear of the pursuing Renault 5 
throng. Hill’s car was displaced from the lead on 
lap 3 by McCrudden and although positions 
fluctuated the latter seemed to have a slight edge. 
However, on the last lap he was en) ery y 
McGrath who took the honours by 0.6s. Hill was 
still only a few lengths behind these two on lap 7 
when he rolled at York, hurting his shoulder. 
Behind the leaders, four cars strove mightly for 
fourth place with much ai tee | and nerfing as 
they approached the flag on the last lap. Happily 
they all made it with Richard Hassell ieee his 
joint Championship lead to McCrudden) holding 
off Barrie Williams in the first of the Renault (UK) 
cars, Keith Collier and Colin Emson. 

Just mas Clubmans cars emerged, the last 
small field of the day, and although he started 
from the back of the grid after practising out of 
session, Ray Edge led the race in his U2 Mk17 
well before the end of the first lap and proceeded 
to ease away to win. Tony Norton’s Gryphon 
C74A lay second virtually throughout with Ian 
Chapman’s latterly misfiring U2 a surprise third 


championship. As the grids were decided on past 


performances, it was a foregone conclusion that. 


the front row would consist of the main con- 
tenders in the championship. Again there were 
only seven cars on the ange ony Halliwell 
(Merlyn Minister Mk11A) led the race with the 
on behind. Wil Arif (Crosslé-Piper 
25F) spun back to fourth place, leaving Paul 
Sleeman (Merlyn—ASD and Tony Howard 
(Crosslé-Flint 25F) dicing for second position. 
i fought off Howard to hold onto second 
place. 

The Libre race was full of incident and with the 
two leaders Sleeman and Arif out of the way after 
a shunt at the Elbow, the road was open for Dave 
Bettinson (Super Seven) pursued by Tim Flynn 
(Scarab) and Len Marchant (Brabham BT21/28) 
with Betttinson taking the chequered flag and the 


double for the day. 
SUE MARCHANT 


Modsports: 1, Dave Bettinson (Caterham Super Seven); 2, Tony 
Claydon (Lotus Elan Si) 3, Nick Ramus (MG Midget); 4, S. Taylor 
MG Midget); 5, Mike Chittenden (MG Midget); 6, G. Smith (Austin 

ealey Sprite). 

Formula Vee: 1, M. Wadham (Scara bd; 2, R. Simpson (JSR); 3, T. 
Flynn (Scarab); 4, E. Jones (Alfa 73B); 5, M. Baker (Sarak 02/76); 6, 
B. Lynch (Landar). 

Formula Ford: 1, T. Halliwell (Merlyn-Minister 11A); 2, P. Sleeman 
(Merlyn-ASD 11A); 3, T. Howard (Crossié-Flint 25F); 4, W. Arif 
(Crosslé-Piper 25F); 5, J. Narcisi (Rostrom ASO); 6, L. Marchant 
(Brabham-Scholar 21/28). 

Special Saloons: 1, G. Bedding (Ford Anglia); 2, D. Mercer (Mini 
Clubman); 3, B. Morris (Mini); 4, A. Cordery (Mini); 5, E. Punt 
(Escort); 6, J. Tait Mind Up to 850cc: 1, A. Cordery and J. Tait. Up 
to 1000cc: 1, J. Edwai 2 eoper 5) ae. 1300cc: 1= D. Merther 
and B. Morris! Over 1300cc: 1 = G. ing andE 

Libre: i Caterham 


battle goin 


. Punt. 


. D. Bettinson ( Super Seven}, 2. T. Flynn 
b): 3, L_- Marchant (Grabham BT21/28): 4, T. Howard (Crossié 
. M@ Baker (Sar2k02)76; 6. J. Narcisi(Rostom 


ee 
exception to repeated dowsme m@& the water 
splashes. 


There was — anticipation for the Chris Meek 
versus Tony Dean Lotus Europa battle (see 
Sports Extra) in the Direct Tapes Prodsports 
event, but in fact Meek had his habitual victory 
over the Team Burgess TVR 3000Ms of Colin 
Blower (who had had his steering rack seize on full 
right lock in practice) and Rod Gretton, with Dean 
always a threat to the latter in the ex-Roughton 
Europa. Chris Alford was a predictable class 
winner in the Britten TVR 1600M, but in the low 
be class Dave Karaskas had a good win in his 

hellSport Sprite, although Valli came up well 
from a low starting position in the Biba/Croft 
Midget to take the fastest lap in class and the 
runner-up slot. She and team-mate Meek now 
share the lead of the series. 

The entry for the Tate FF1600 race was a little 
thinned by the time 17 cars assembled on the grid. 
Although he set best time in practice Peter 
Harrington wasn’t too happy in the Praxel Lotus 
69F. The rain doesn’t suit it and he also seemed a 
bit down on power. However, nothing should 
detract from the fast and mature performances of | 
Tony Barley (Royale-Brown RP21) and David 
Leslie (Crosslé-Rowland 16F), who almost caught 
Barley with his last challenge, 

Jim Evans was elbowed down to fourth place at 
the start of the Troy Tires & Auto Centres Special 
Saloon affair. is discomfiture was _ only 
pace lad though, for the AET Escort Turbo 
simply rocketed past everyone and looked set for 
another effortless victory. Unfortunately, the 
water pump drive pulley came adrift and Evans 
had to retire the rather warm Escort on lap 4. 
Owen Corrigan’s rapid Cooper S had departed 
from the fray even earlier, and despite a good 
drive by Graeme Woodhouse (1.3 Cooper S) a 
richly deserved and very popular win fell to Keith 
Bowmaker, so often the runner-up, in his very 
reliable 4.7 Track Tune Escort V8. 

A well shuffled Libre grid had Derek Cook on 
his own on the front row (the Europas of Meek 
and Dean didn’t come out again) with Andy 
Barton on the fourth row. Barton’s engine didn't 
sound particularly healthy but he began to reel in 
Cook as the latter’s BDA began to sound awful 
from about the fourth lap. It was not until lap 7 
that Barton actually took over but Cook fell right 
away towards the end. Ray Edge took a solid 
third place in the U2, safely clear of a pussy- 
footing Richard Simms (5000 Chevron B24/28). 


CHRIS MASON 


BRSCC Modified Sports Car Championship round (8 laps) — 
Overall: 1, Jon Fletcher (1.6 Lotus Elan), 12m 53.2s, 63.32mph; 
2, John Oxborough (4.5 Jaguar E), 13m 06.6s; 3, Brian Murphy (4.4 
Jaguar E), 13m 23.4s; 4, Robin Gray (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 14m 
12.6s. Over 2000cc: 1, Oxborough, 62.24mph; 2, Murphy; 3, Gray. 
Fastest lap: ADOT, im 35.6s, 64.02mph. 1501 to 2000cc: 1, 
Fletcher; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Fletcher, 1m 34.6s, 
64.69mph 1151 to 1500cc: 1, Tony Williams (1.3 Austin Healey 
Sprite), 54.28mph; 2, Gordon Howie (1.5 MG Midget); no other 
starters. Fastest lap: Williams, 1m 48.4s, 56.46mph Up to 1150cc: 
1, Steven Lightfoot (1.1 MG Midget), 45.96mph; no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Lightfoot, 2m 10.2s, 47.00mph. 

BRSCC Renault 5 Elf Challenge round (8 laps): 1, Neil McGrath, 
14m 55.0s, 54.70mph; 2, Stuart McCrudden, 14m 55.6s; 3, Richard 
Hassell, 15m 22.4s; 4, Barrie Williams, 15m 23.2s; 5, Keith Collier, 


“15m 23.8s; 6, Colin Emson, 15m 24.0s. Fastest lap: McGrath, 1m 


48.6s, 56.35mph. 

Clubmans Racing with Coo 
overall: 1, Ray Edge (1.6 
63.41mph; 2, Tony Norton (1.6 et (pela at man C74A), 13m 
35.8s; 3, lan Chapman (1.6 Mallock U2-Ford Mk11B), 14m 32.2s; 
4, Geoff Lambert (1.6 Mallock U2-Holbay Mk14E), 13m 02.6s. Up to 
1600cc fully modified: 1, Edge; 2, Norton; 3, Roy McNab (1.6 
Gryphon-Swindon C74A). Fastest lap: Edge and Norton, 1m 33.0s, 
65.80mph. 1600cc FF-engined: 1,Chapman, 56.13mph; 
2, Lambert; 3, Andrew Feather (1.6 Mallock U2-Ford Mk16). Fastest 
lap: Chapman, 1m 41.2s, 61.07mph. / 

Direct Tapes Production Sports car Championship round (6 laps). 
Overall and £3000 to £4500: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus Europa 
special 12m 29.6s, 65.31mph; 2, Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 
12m 46.2s; 3, Rod Gretton (3.0 TVR OOM). 13m 26.0s; 4, Tony 
Dean (1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 13m 32.0s. Fastest eR Meek, 1m 
32.2s, 66.37mph. £2001 to £3000: 1, Chris Alford (1.6 TVR 1600M), 
57.27mph; 2, Anthony Brewer (1.6 Morgan 4/4); 3, Doc Griffiths 
G .8 MGB) Fastest lap: Alford, 1m 44.0s, 58.84mph. Up to £2000: 

, Dave Karaskas (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite), 56.56mph; 2, Valli, 
(1.5 MG Midget); 3, Peter Hiley (1.3 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Valli, 
im 43.6s, 59.0 mph 

Tate Trophy FF1600 Championship round (10 laps): mE: 
Barley (Royale-Brown RP21), 15m 10.2s; 2, David Leslie (Crow) - 
Rowland 16F), 15m 10.4s; 3, Peter Harrington (Lotus-Scholar 69F), 
15m 16.8s; 4,.Simon Davey (Nike-Ford Mk10B), 15m 50.4s; 5, Ray 
Turner Ligabue: Mk17/24), 15m 51.2s; 6, Rick Gorne oer 
Smith Mk10X), 16m 18.8s. Fastest lap: Barley, 1m 28.4s, 69. ney 

Troy Tire & Auto Centres Special Saloon Championship round (8 
laps) — Overall: 1, Keith Bowmaker (4.7 Ford Escort V8), 12m 
56.2s, 63.07mph; 2, Graeme Woodhouse (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 12m 
58.6s; 3, John Tully (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 13m 32.2s; 4, Tony Wilson 
ee MiniCooper S), 13m 38.4s. Over 1300cc: 1, Bowmaker; 

, Malcolm Stevens (4.7 Ford Falcon); 3, Paul Knight_(3.0 For 
Anglia). Fastest lap: Jim Evans (2.0 Ford Escort RS2000 Turbo), im 
24.4s, 72.51mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Woodhouse, 62.88mph; 
2, Martin Siedmore (1.1 Opel Kadett); no other finishers. Fastest 
lap: Woodhouse, 1m 35.8s, 63.88mph. Up to 1000cc: 1, Tully, 
60.28mph; 2, Wilson; 3, David Haigh (1.0 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest 
fap: Tully, 1m 38.6s, 61.94 mph. Mini 7: 1, Philip Hepworth (850 
Mini), 57.19mph; 2, Chris Hill (850 Mini); no other finishers. Fastest 
lap: David Lapworth (850 Mini), 1m 43.0s, 59_41mph. 

BRSCC Northern Formule Libre — (8 iaps;: 
1, Andy Barton (1.8 March-Barton BDE 738) a7) tis 21.8s. 
71.80mph; 2, Derek Cook 0.6 Choversaaam lim 22s: 
3, Ray aA (1.6 Mallock cee ee lim 46 8s: 4, Richard 
© Chevron-Chevrolet 


r Oils Championship round (8 laps) — 
allock U2-Davron Mk17), 12m 52.0s, 
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Harry Ridlistt#om's wih for Datsun was deservedly pop 


ACROPOLIS RALLY 


ular with everyone. 


Kallstrom takes it as 
‘ a a 
the Lancias fail © 
Harry “Sputnik” Kallstrom on top form again — Ragnotti shows the 
Alpine A310’s potential — Lancias fail on first day — Datsun team prize 


By HENRY LIDDON 


Photography by HUGH BISHOP 


A jubilant Harry Kallstrom, driving with all his old cunning and determination, won the 
fifth round of the World Rally Championship for Datsun. In second place was local hero 
“Siroco”’ with his Alpine-Renault, while the ever-popular Shekhar Mehta was third, Datsun 
taking a well deserved team award. Privateer Klaus Russling from Austria gained a valu- 
able eight points for Opel, while the works Lancia Stratos challenge faded quickly when they 
all retired on the first day with mechanical problems. 


The Acropolis Rally, held at the very beginning of 
the Greek summer when the tourist traffic is 
Bee eevely light, is organised by ELPA, the 
Gr touring organization. Heading the 
experienced band of enthusiasts is Alexandre 
Dardoufas, and when this year’s rally was 
plagued by a two-day general strike and ex- 
ceptional torrential rain in the northern parts of 


the country, they were able to cope in a way which: 


put many other rally organizations to shame. 

Safari organizers please note... . 

This year’s Acropolis followed a similar pattern 
to the 1975 event. The start was at the foot of the 
Acropolis and was followed by a first leg to 
Kalambaka in the north, a night loop to Verria, 
back to Kalambaka for a three-hour rest halt, and 
the return leg to Athens — a distance of some 
1800 kms, with a total of 32 special stages. There 
' was then an overnight halt at Glyfada Athens, 

paid for by the organizers, before what is 
considered by many competitors to be the best 
section of the rally: a 1000 kms loop through the 

mese of southern Greece, again with a three- 

hour halt, this time at ancient Olympia. For 
ivate owners, this is an excellent format to com- 
ine a holiday in the sun with a tough no-nonsense 
rally; the organizers pay generous startmg money 


a | 


to foreign competitors to assist them with travel 
costs to Greece. 


ENTRY _ 


Probably the most disappointing facet of the 
entry was the late and unexpected withdrawal of 
the Opel Euro Handler team of Walter Rohrl and 
Rauno Aaltonnen, even after the latter had com- 
pleted nearly half of his 
reason has been given, but the disastrous 
showings in Portugal and Kenya, followed by un- 
satisfactory testing in Germany of rear suspen- 
sions and transmission, must be the underlying 
reason. 

Lancia Alitalia had as usual their rough-road 
Stratoses, crewed by Bjorn Waldegaard/Hans 
Thorzselius and Raffaele Pinto/Arnoldo 
Bernacchini. Comparatively new team members 
Mauro Pregliasco/Antonio Garzoglio had been 
entered to support Waldegaard and Pinto, who 
were naturally expected to lead the event. The 
team had their normal assistance umbrella and 
Pirelli tyre service, all co-ordinated by Cesare 
Fiorio, doubtless hoping for a maximum number 
of WCR points. 

Ove Andersson was entered m his own 2-litre 


ractice. No official. 
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eee 
Toyota Celica with his normal co-driver Arne 
Hertz, who unfortunately had to be taken to 
hospital during practice with a re-occurring back 
ailment which stemmed from a fall in Gothenburg 
Airport. His place was taken by the then 
redundant co-driver Claes Billstam, who should 
have been accompanying Aaltonen in the Opel! 
The second works Toyota, the 1600cc Corolla, was 
for Hannu Mikkola/Jean Todt, both cars being 
entered by the local dealers Kassidopoulos. 

The Theoharakis Brothers, the Datsun conces- 
sionaires, had a two-car entry of works-prepared 
Datsun 160J Coupés, for Harry Kallstrom, 
partnered by “New Claes’’ Andersson (the 
confusion arising with his previous co-driver 
Claes Billstam) and for Shekhar Mehta, who had 
organized the entry and liaised with Japan. A 
third Datsun — a Cherry — was for the 


_company’s sales manager A. Koulendianos, a 62- 


year-old grandfather! ' 

There were three Alpine-Renaults with various 
degrees of works preparation, at number four 
“‘Siroco”/M. Andriopoulos in an A110 (an. ex-* 
works car which had been completely rebuilt in 
Athens for the event, with a new engine from 
France). Robert Neyret ~brought his own 
Berlinette, to the same specification, while 


‘ probably the most interesting Alpine was a full 


. and Kozyrichov, 


works-prepared A310 from Dieppe, incorporatin 
some of the strengthening for the eagerly await 
V6; this was entered by Gitanes for Jean 
Ragnotti/Jacques Jaubert. 

Avtoexport Moscow made a very welcome 
appearance with the two Lada 1600s of Brumdza 
and VEB Automobilwerk 
entered a strong three-car team of Wartburg 353 
models for H. Niebergall, E: Culmbacher and E. 
Saltmann. 

Among an entry of 143 cars from 16 countries 
was Cypriot M. Koumas (third last year) in a 
Mitsubishi Colt, G. Moschous in an ex-Ballestrieri 
Autodelta-prepared Alfetta GT, Pesmazoglou 
(Opel Kadett), John Haugland from Norway with 
his Skoda, Klaus Russling (Opel Ascona), Heidi: 
Hetzer, codriven by Ode Dencker Andersson 
(Kadett), Rene Trautmann’s son Henri in only his 
third rally in a Peugeot 504, and the irrepressible: 

air of Claude Laurent and Marche (Citroen GS). 

f the foreign entries there were 27 crews from 
France, which is encouraging as the country’s 
rallying is considered to be in the doldrums. 
However, the dismal showing of some of the 


‘British crew8 perhaps reflects the narrow-minded 


path of British stage rallying! 

Among the crews making the journey to Athens 
were Keith Billows/Martn Holmes (Escort 
RS1600), Bill Taylor/Ian McIver (RS1600), Basil 
Wadman/R. Pease (Peugeot 504) and C., 
Askey/M. Hillier (Peugeot 3048S). 


RALLY 


Scrutineering on the Saturday, which unfortu-. 


nately was held in a distant part of Athens 
(although extremely efficiently run), was followed 
ree on Sunday morning by a classification test 
to determine starting order. This was held over 
the 13 kms special stage at Dhekelia, which was in 
fact to be the first stage on the rally proper. Not 
unnaturally, Waldegaard made the best time and 
therefore secured the number 1 starting spot with 
the prospect of a dust-free rally, followed by 
Pinto, Andersson (who clipped a rear wing on the 
slippery tarmac descent), Mikkola, “Sirroco”, 
Neyret, Mehta and Koumas, these being the only 
seeded drivers. The next places were obtained by 
Pregliasco, Ragnotti, eat r and Kallstrom. 
Starting from beneath the Acropolis, compe- 
titors were faced with heavy traffic before reach- 
ing Dhekelia again, although ample time had been 
owed for this run out of Athens in the morning 


, rush hour. 


’ Pirelli 


The unusual feature of the rally is a very diffi- 
cult schedule with little time for service, and some 
road sections designed to penalize everyone. 

Four special stages followed in quick succes- 
sion, a fast tarmac stage at Ritsona being imme- 
diately followed by two rough gravel stages, so 
the choice of tyres was already a problem. Indeed, 
Lancia had suffered their first setback when 
Waldegaard’s rear tyre, a mammoth (12ins wide) 
7, punctured after only 5 kms on the very 
first test. 

Toyotas were the next with problems. Anders- 
son’s 2-litre car, although fitted with stronger 
units for safety, retired on the fourth rough spe- 
cial stage at Loukissia with halfshaft breakage. 
Mikkola’s car was also beginning to sound off- 

b 


Opposite, top: Lee Pinto slides his ill-fated Stratos 
Jous Ragnotti enfjeid sxspemmen Saat 

ean suspension on 
final dey while leading 
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tune, and he retired on the National road before 
ere five when his injector pump broke and the 
replacement unit fitted by a 

seized. 

The pace of the whole event was now speeding 
up, and even Fiorio was seen to be changing his 
crews wheels! 

Billows/Holmes were out when the car left the 
road between the flying finish and stop control on 
stage 5, rolling without injuring the crew. 


eading into the mountains from Kamena ~ 


Vourla, competitors were faced by unexpected 
heavy rain and mud before the rally reached the 
coast again at Itea and Eratini, where there was 
an 11 kms asphalt stage uphill. This was imme- 
diately followed by four gravel stages in quick 
succession, and it was on the first of these that 
Waldegaard’s real problems came when an oil- 

ipe came loose and damaged the engine. _ Imme- 

iately before the next stage, Karoutes, Pinto 
also retired when the joint on his transmission 
broke, with no service near enough to repair the 
car in time. 

The rally was now heading north with unex- 
aeedly heavy rain falling. All the normally 

y stages were muddy and slippery, with many 
crews in trouble. Laurent’s Citroen retired when 
his fan broke, while Haugland had the throttle 
spring break on his Skoda; the engine moment- 
arily over-revved, and the clutch exploded. Taylor 
stopped with an inexplicable electrical fault. 

As the rally reached the first re-grouping halt at 
Kalambaka at around 8 o’clock in the evening for 
a welcome four-hour halt, news came through of 
impassable roads in the north. Just after mid- 

ight, in pouring rain, competitors re-started in 
er of classification: 


1.M. Pregliasco, 2h 15m 50s; 2, J. Ragnotti, 2h 18m 8s; 3, H. 


Kallstrom, 2h 19m 7s; 4, “Siroco’, 2h 20m 7s; 5, R. Neyret, 2h 26m 
29s; 6, S. Mehta, 2h 27m 4s. 


The crews immediately started a muddy 28kms. 


Stage near Grevena, which was followed by a very 
wet and muddy road section to Elati (surprisingly 
cleaned by the faster cars); the section, 
Temmmiscent of a wet Safari, did not cause any 
Serious holdup. 

with torrential rain falling, there was then 
enother long stage, at the end of which the rally 
was diverted by the police as the route ahead was 
washed away and impassable. The complete 
diversion to Verria was well policed into a speci 
parc fermé where competitors were held before 
they were rerouted, again with police direction, 


gh ee 


oyota service crew , 


=, 


back to Kalambaka with only one stage. Even the 
fabulous 35kms Kato Vermion stage had to be 
cancelled, as there was a 200-metre wide lake 
across the road, so one could say that this 
difficult northern leg of the rally was somewhat 


. watered down.... 


The sole remaining Lancia of Pregliasco had by 
now retired with a clutch problem. He had been 
seen to be suede | in the reverse direction on one 
of the stages, and had apparently obtained a new 
starting time for that stage! 

The weather improved as the rally left 
Kalambaka, and competitors were able to observe 
the famous monasteries of Meteora perched on 
the 1000ft high cliffs overlooking the town — or 
perhaps the monks were able to contemplate the 
weird and noisy rally cars in the valley below. 
Both the Si ea a Peugeots had failed by 
this time: adman, even with his Sahara 
experience, had ir pean. cracked a differential 
casing, while Askey and Hillier in the 304S 
eventually traced their fault to a loose condenser. 

The infamous Acropolis section Kedros to 
Makrakomi was divided into three stages and 


three tight road sections, which penalized all the _ 


remaining drivers and caused, among others, the 
retirement of Pesmazoglou in his 
front wheel bearing seized. Seven further special 
stages took competitors back to a night halt in 
Athens, while the last section back to the control 
at Glyfiada gave most crews the chance of about 
an hour’s service time at the halfway stage. 

1, Ragnotti, 5h 8m 4s, 2, Kallstrom, 5h.12m 10s, 3, “Siroco”’, 5h 
16m 55s, 4, Mehta, 5h 29m 20s, 5, Moschous, 5h 45m 6s, 6, 
Brumdza, 5h 55m 39s. 

Restarting at 7 o'clock in the evening of the 
Wednesday the rally headed for the southern part 
of Greece, the Peloponese, with two special stages 
on the “mainland” before crossing the Corinth 
Canal for two tarmac stages, one uphill, one 
downhill. Most competitors stayed on their gravel 
tyres for the tarmac stages as the time allowance 
was often insufficient for tyre changes, the notable 
exceptions being the Alpines, all running on the 
new shape Michelin RC1. In fact Ragnotti, in the 
fastest car, had only changed two tyres in the 


first 1500kms of the event, while the Datsun team ' 


was finding an appalling wear rate with their 
Japanese Dunlops of around 50 stage kilometres 
for a set of rear tyres. 

Three more special stages and several tight 
road sections, including the notoriously rough 
eleven-hairpin section to Klitoria, saw the 
retirement of the rally leader Ragnotti when his 
Alpime suffered rear suspension failure. This 
brought competitors to the third resrenping, halt 
at Soin which was perhaps only 


el when a - 


Leading the British “contingent” were Bill Taylor/Ian Maclver with their familiar Escort RS1600. They were forced out with electrical trouble. 


unsatisfactory item on the_ rally, where 
insufficient facilities for tired crews were 
available. 

As dawn-broke, the remaining 37 cars passed 
the beautiful ruins of ancient Olympia before 
attempting the classic 23kms tarmac stage from 
Ladon bridge. With police virtually closing the 
rally route to other traffic, and enthusiastic 
villagers urging the cars to go faster, there were 
in quick succession ten rough special stages and 
many very difficult road sections passing near to 

arti; with the hot sun and dusty rocky roads, 
this was true Acropolis rallying. With ‘“‘Siroco”, 
unable to catch Kulecron: and Mehta some 15 
minutes in front of Moschous, the rally settled 
down before tackling the final special stage of 
Epidavrous, near the spectacular ancient stadium 
of the same name. 

A 140kms main road section, recrossing the 
Corinth canal in brilliant sunshine, brought the 
surviving 34 cars back to the foot of the Acropolis 
for an incredible finish, where cars and crews were 
mobbed by a wildly enthusiastic crowd of many 
thousands. 

Harry Kallstrom’s win was deservedly popular 
with everyone. It had been an unusual Acropolis 
Rally in that the mud and rain on the northern 
sections had made the going shorter and 
considerably softer than usual, which is reflected 
in the comparatively high number of finishers. 

Crews are unanimous in praising the 
organization for its efficient runnmg of such a 
pleasant event; the timing was superb and results 
speedily and readily available. And _ the 
friendliness of the people and the enthusiasm of 
the police throughout the event made a very 
welcome change for all the foreign competitors. _ 

The prizegiving, as usual, was held overlookin 
the Acropolis in sunshine in the same relaxed an 
friendly atmosphere which had characterized this 
rally, with a particularly warm round of applause 
for the Russian crew, who had brought their Lada 
into a very. creditable sixth position, the highest 
placing obtained by a Soviet crew in a World 
Championship rally. Oo 


23rd Acropolis Rally 
World Rally Championship — round 5 

1, H. Kallstrom/C-G. Andersson (Datsun 160J) 8h 43m 14s. 
2, “Siroco”/M. Andriopoulos (Renault Alpine A110) 8h 48m 38s. 
3, S. Mehta/H. Liddon (Datsun 160J) 9h 09m 43s. 
4, G. Moschous/D. P. Arvanitakis (Alfetta GT) 9h 32m 23s. 
5, K. Russling/M. Essig (Opel Ascona) 9h 52m 18s. 
6, S. Brumdza/A. Girdanskas (Lada 1 

7, J. Papadamandiow'C. Tsavos 
L. Schirnhofer/H_ Gottlieb 
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Pentti Airikkala — Rallyman. 


Pentti had to 
be the choice 


Pentti Airikkala is May’s Ford Rally 


Person. The jovial, well liked and 
highly respected Finn won the votes 
of the panel for a fine performance on 
the Welsh in one of David Sutton’s 
less than ultimate RS1600s. (It was 
in fact Timo Makinen’s 1000 Lakes 
winning car of 1973!): Pentti drove 
the entire final day without the use 
of an LSD, and sti Sena it to hang 
onto his second overall position, 
setting times which when scrutin- 
ized gave no indication of his 
problems, which in fact were only too 
obvious to thenaked eye. 

Pentti’s relaxed and _ smiling 
countenance outside his rally cars 
gives little indication of the effort 
and concentration he puts into the 
job once he is behind the wheel. This 
year, having taken over the number 
one slot in David Sutton’s Team 
Avon Tyres/Castrol team, he scored 


a resounding win on the Snowman 
with John Davenport, a win which 


served both to illustrate his extreme 
expertise in inclement conditions, 
and to give the lie to those who had 
poured scorn on the use of Avon 
tyres in top flight rallying. Pentti 
comes from a familiar (though not 
exclusively Finnish) school — of 
thought whichproclaimsthat, should 
some aspect of the car not be as ulti 
mately competitive as it is in others, 
then the driver merely goes that 
much harder to compensate. Pentti 
has never totally settled to RHD 
cars, and his new RS1800, which will 
probably appear on the Jim Clark, 
will be built in LHD configuration. 
Meanwhile we hear that Pentti may 
well be going to Donegal, car 
permitting, where Martin Holmes 
will be reading the notes. 


Six year itch: 
Harry’s bonus 
for Datsun 


Harry Kallstrom’s surprise victory 
on the Acropolis Rally last weekend 
was his first win since the halcyon 
days of his RAC Rally triumphs six 
years ago. It was also the first major 

pean victory for Datsun, for 
githough Tony Fall’s win on the 
Welsh might be considered, the only 
other marque occurrence was Andy 


Dawson’s victory on the Snowman 


two years ago when the rally was not 
an RAC championship counter. Both 
Harry and Datsun themselves must 
be very p 


a 


New start venues under close scrutiny 


Lombard RAC briefing 


Last week Lombard held a “media 
ee. at which members of the 
RAC, Bath MC and other commit- 
tees were present. The conference 
was held to reiterate Lombard’s 
future involvement with the RAC 
Rally. They are to be linked with the 
rally for the next three years (until 
the end of 1979) and their budget will 
be some £200,000. This breaks down 
into £30,000 each year to support the 
organization and a further £110,000 
to be spent on promotional back-up 
for the event (were Forestry Com- 
mission charges to remain constant 
at 38p per car mile, the event organi- 
zers would pay a sum of £22,800 to 
the Commission this year). 

Future venues were also discussed, 
and London and Birmingham are 
being seriously considered. The 


Muir joins 
the panel 


Ian Muir, who will be best known as 
Clerk of the Course for the Burmah 
Rally, has recently been elected to 
the Rallies Committee. Ian is 
anxious that the news gets known to 
as many people as possible, for he 
believes that access to all controlling 
bodies in motor sport should be 
made easier than it would apEray to 
be at present. He would be very 
pleased to hear from anyone with 
something constructive to say about 
rally organization. Recently he has 
been seen co-driving again with 
Drew Gallacher (although he stepped 
in at the last minute to ae out Jim 
McRae on the Welsh), and he will be 


-in action with Drew on the Scottish, 


when the pair will be supported by 
Burmah. Ian is one of Drew’s most 
ardent supporters, having won the 
Scottish Rally Championship with 
him in 1973. 


Not Jim Porter in heavy disguise, the figure in the right hand seat is Ian 
Carmichael who recently accepted a cheque for £3500 from Roger Clark on 
behalf of the Lord’s Taverners for their National Playing Fields Association 
fund. The money was raised during the last series of Ford’s Rallye Sport 
forums. A new series is being organised for the Autumn in aid of the Gnu 


Hill Memorial Fund. 


choice of London, we gather, is 
“more than a _ possibility’. 
Presumably, with the 25th anni- 
versary of the reign of the Queen 
coming up in 1977, it cannot have es- 
caped the notice of the organizers 
the extent to which media interest 
could be broadened by a London 
start, flagged away by Royalty. 
Both Birmmghamm and Norwich 
are also being considered as future 
venues. It is estimated that the rally 
produced over £500,000 in additional 
income for the~ traders of York 
during last year’s event. 

This year, among other changes, 
there is a new ruling on the manu- 
facturers team prize award. The new 
ruling now permits them to 
nominate up to five cars and count 
oe results of the best three fini- 
shers. 


An Irish date 


The Galway MC have _ brought 
forward the round of the BP Nation- 
al Rally championship originally 
scheduled for September 4/5, and it 
will now be held as a single day 
special stage (all-tar)- event on 
Saturday August 28. The reason for 
the change is to facilitate a situation 
in which competitors who wish to 
contest the Ulster round of the RAC 
championship, which was _ sub 
sequently aliotted to the September 
date, can do so. Regulations for the. 
Galway round from Brian Thornton, 
Pabria, 12 Sylvan Avenue, 
Newcastle, Galway. 

@ Last week we carried an official 
list of Castrol points scorers in the 
championship to date. Some readers, 
notab ei Chris Field, were shocked 
and dismayed to see that their 
efforts this season have come to 
nought and in fact a certain C.Steel 
was lying second overall in the G1 
championship. Following exhaustive 
enquiries into the Steel riddle, we 
have now established that Mr Steel 
is indeed a myth created on the altar 
of typography, and Chris Field has 
been reinstated with full honours. 
Our apologies to Chris.... 


Sat 19.00hrs 


am 


PROVISIONAL ROUTE DETAILS 
LOMBARD RAC RALLY 1976 


Fri Nov 26 
10 — 18.00hrs 


Sat 09.00hrs 


Official scrutineering at 
Hartwell’s of Bath Ltd. 
Start in Bath. North to 
Birmingham, Sutton Park 
where 65,000 spectators paid 
to watch in 1975. Then to the 
Yorkshire stages. 
Arrive York. 
North again through the night, 
Durham and Northumberland 
and across the border into 
Scotland. 

_ Arrive Carlisle. 
South through Lancashire 
onto Merseyside. 
Lunch halt Ellsmere Port. 
South again for overnight rest. 
Arrive Bath. P 
Restart Bath. South to Dor- 
chester and on to Exeter to 
view English Channel. Across 
to Porlock and Minehead and 
view of Bristol Channel. 
Arrive Weston-super-Mare. 
Across Severn Bridge and into 
Wales for the classically tough , 
all-nighter through = un- 
forgiving forests. 
Snowdonia breakfast halt. 
North to Colwyn Bay. before 
dropping down to complete 
the Welsh figure of eight and 
finally arriving in Bath for the 
finish. ; 

Tue 18.30 (approx) Arrive Bath for Finish. 

Wed 12.00hrs Official prize presentations. 

Wed 19.00hrs Official Rally Ball, Assembly 

Rooms, Bath. 


DOT on TOB 


PY 3 

We hear stories that. Opel’s team for 
the Texaco Tour of Britain could well 
be a strong one; Three cars for Tony 
Fall (paired with youthful po raver 
Lynsey de Paul); Walter Ro . anda 
third car for racing driver Tom 
Walkinshaw — all three cars to be 
Opel Kadett GTEs. 

TV are themselves entering two 
cars for Gerry Marshall and Will 
Sparrow. Will’s car will be Paul 
Faulkner’s old RAC car, and Gerry’s 
will be the familiar one which he 
rolled amid such publicity on the 
Manx last year. Will Gerry be 
competing in the Isle of Man this 
year we wonder? “‘Its far too early to 
say’’ said a spokesman for the team, 
‘“‘we’ll have to wait and see how the 
Tour goes, there may be a slim 
chance that there’s a car for him, we 
don’t know yet.” 


Sun 07.00hrs 


Sun 12.00hrs 


Sun 19.30hrs 
Mon 08.00hrs 


Mon 18.00hrs 


Tue 08.00hrs 


Tale of two Freds 


@ Fred Almond/Colin Walker, who 
came in to deputise at number eight 
in place of Mick Whiteley, won the 
Hadrian MC’s Centurion Stages in 
their Escort TC last weekend from 
Fred Henderson/Trudy Binks in 
their Toyota Celica. Russell Close, 
the favourite to win the event, did 
not in fact attempt a‘stage when he 
was reportedly. excluded for not 
booking in at the start control. 
Results: F. Almond (Escort TC) 6038 
penalties; F. Henderson (Toyota 
Celica) 6081; R. Guest (RS1600) 
6183. ; 


@ Regulations are now available for 
the Lowland Tyres supported Jim 
Clark Memorial Rally (July 3/4) The 
Northumbrian MC personel have 
been reshuffled a little this year, but 
the new faces will have their pre- 
dessesors looking over their shoul 
ders as an added incentive to kee 

things along the lines to which this 
club's sone ty organized event is 
accustomed. The start and finish is 
in Duns as usual and the event 
follows a similar format to that 
which has been successfully adhered 
to for several years now. The entries 
secretary is Graham Bellamy, 26 
Woodend, Brunton Bridge, 
Newcastle NE13 TAW (telephone 


865244). The rally. of course. 
fies for RAC. Scotsman = el 
ANECCC champmnshps. 


ac sre Sees STS 


Two Fords on the 
Southern Cross? 


Ford’s programme this year may 
just be extended to take in the Total 
Oil Southern Cross Rally which this 
year takes place in the second week 
m October. The deal would involve 
close liason with Ford (Australia) 
and were it to be finalized, then pre- 
sumably Roger Clark and Timo 
Makinen wo 
plane to Australia and the cars used 
would be the Morocco Escorts 
(which themselves were originall 
- prepared for the Safari). One can we 

understand why Boreham are so 
hard pressed these days, for in 
addition to maintaining their 
restricted WCR programme which 
includes extensive recceing for the 
Moroccan Rally and plans for the 
1000 Lakes, they have to maintain 
two cars permanently in the British 
Championship (and Vatanen’s APG 
car is getting on in terms of forest 
miles) and presumably they are 
budgetting to build three new cars 
for the RAC Rally as usual. With 
these commitments added to a 
plethora of undertakings and 
separate deals with private and semi- 
private entrants, it comes as no 
surprise to discover that G2/4 rally 
spares are hard to come by unless 
you are a very special person. 


@_ Graham Lepley has been in 
contact with us recently to let us 
know why the Derby Road Garages 
car has not been seen around and 
about of late. It seems that since the 
withdrawal of Barrett Homes from 
the sponsorship scene, Graham feels 
that he is ynable to continue with his 
rallying activities. 


Ice racing in Ayr 


Tonight (Thursday) is ice racing 
night at the Ayr Ice Rink, when 
Scotland takes on the ‘Rest of the 
World’ in the traditional Scottish 
Rally festivities. Using Leyland 
Minis, the Scottish team will be led, 
of course, by Andrew Cowan, and at 
the time of writing the organizers 
were poping to field a team ca ead 
Jim McRae and Donald Heggie line 
up against Ari Vatanen, Bror 
Danielsson, Roger Clark and Russell 
Brookes, contractual problems not- 
withstanding. However, Tony Pond 
Brian Culcheth were standing by 
should the Ford hierarchy have mis- 
givings. 


Tony Drummond will be debutin 
his new Johnsons of Gainsboroug 
RS1800 on the Scottish and the team 
now have a year’s deal from Esso to 
help in their quest for overall 
honours. Esso are to make a 30 
minute film of the Scottish, and they 
will of course be featuring Tony’s 
new car. 


Scotsman places 


' Positions in the Scotsman Scottish 
Rally championshi rior to the 
Scottish Rally areas follows: 

Drivers: Murray Grierson 41; Jim McRae 37; 

Samson 36; Allan Ameil 32; Andrew 

Cowen 30: Jim Howden 26; lan Wilson; Dominic 
23: Drew Gallacher 20; Tom Ciark 17. 


toger Anderson 41; David Brown and 
= — 36: McNeil and lan Marwek 


d find themselves on a. 


On the eve of the Scottish Rally 


A battle of (Ford) personalities; Ari/Roger/Russell... 


ae. 


yh, 
g 


2% 31st International 
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v= Scottish Rally 
This year’s Scottish Rally, as prom- 
ised, is a very different presentation 
from that of last year and indeed any 
of its recent predecessors for in a 
serious attempt to cut costs to the 
competitor, reduce road mileage and 
conserve fuel bills, 
Scottish, (round in the Motor RAC 
championship a counter in the 
Scotsman championship and an ECR 
(coefficient 3 event) qualifier), is a 
comparatively compact affair, des- 
pite an endurance of four days. 

The total route encompasses some 
1270 miles within which are about 
210 miles of stages. All of the latter 
are concentrated in the south 
western and central areas of the 
country, with the town of Ayr form- 
ing a geographical focal point as 
Rally HQ throughout this weekend. 
The rally never travels further north 
than the Pitlochry/Aberfeldy areas 
and returns to Ayr every night 
besides Sunday; for during the latter 
the ’76 Scottish runs through its 
customary session of darkness. 

There have been those who-have 
expressed both their disquiet at the 
choice of Ayr as the RSAC’s base 
city, and their disappointment at the 
“devaluing” of the Scottish 
in terms of the deletion of the 
Highland section and the disappear- 
ance of first Grantown-on-Spey and 
now Aviemore from the schedule. 
Whether these sentiments are justi- 
fiable or not, one cannot help but 
praise the organisers’ attempts to 


Billy Coleman. 
— now its off 


The ‘on-off’ saga of Billy Coleman’s 
Scottish Rally plans seemed to be 
finally at an end as we went to press 
on Tuesday. The problems centred 
around the build of the tarmac car 
for Billy’s use in Donegal. This car, 
which is being assembled by Thomas 
Motors, was to have been an all new 
RS1800, but owing to the fact that 
some parts were not available, the 
mechanics have used bits of Billy’s 
old forest Escort in the assembly of 
the new one. Despite this transitory 
state of affairs it seemed for a short 
while as though Thomas Motors 
might still have prepared the old car 
in time and in fact for two or three 
days the situation looked to be good 
once more. It was at this stage that 
the Thomas Motors entry was rein- 
stated at number two followin 

John Haugland’s Skoda withdrawal. 
However, it rapidly became apparent 
that the RS1800 would be unlikely to 
make the start and when we talked 
to a rather despondent Dan O’Sulli- 
van on Tuesday, it seemed as though 
there was little chance of the car 
starting. Billy it seems has been 
making enquiries about borrowing 
another car, so keen is he to make 
the start. The obvious choice was the 
RS1800 belonging to his cousin 
Gerry peaeie . Cory. peers is 

‘on the Carcuit of Munst 


this year’s 


reduce road mileage and make the 
event more attractive to the priva- 
teer. In view of the general paucity 
of entries on major rallies this year, 
148 entrants is perhaps an encoura- 
ging figure as the Scottish is gener- 
ally regarded as both very tough on 
cars and very expensive on which to 
compete. One hopes that the unique 
social and competitive atmosphere 
of the event which flourished at 
Grantown and survived in Avie- 
more, will remain with the rally in 
Ayr, and not become lost and frag- 


‘mented by the very nature of the 


town’s geography. 


Ari Vatanen — pedalling hard. 


Supported by White Horse 
Whisky and Esso, the rally starts to- 
morrow (Friday) at 09.00 from Ayr 
race course for the first of three 
loops. The Friday run moves south 
west and includes such old-favour- 
ites as Kirroughtree’ Drumjohn and 
others “secret’’ for obvious reasons. 
On Saturday, the rally visits 
Burmah country, with classic stages 
in Argyll, including Rest and Be 
Thankful, Loch Eck, The Larrach 
and Glen Shellish; while the final 
Sunday/Monday run heads north 
east via Twiglees and Castle O’er 
Cardrona, Loch Ard, Devilla, and 
Blairadam before returning via 
Drummond Hill and Achray. Full 
details are printed overleaf. A public 


Dial-a-Rally service os Same by the 


Scotsman will be available through- 
out the duration of the event and up 
to date (Up-dated every three hours) 
information can be obtained by diall- 
ing 031-246 8061. 


This year the rally, chasing further 
honours in the ECR coefficient race, 
is being observed for upgrading to 
maximum status b laude Fin, 
former organiser of the Monte Carlo 
Rally, and M. Glossitis from ELPA 
in Greece. Despite the relative 
importance of the event in ECR 
terms, there are fewer foreign entries 
than on the Welsh last month, and 


. Dror Danielsson’s G1 Opel Kadett, 


Ruben Borjesson’s G1 BMW 2002; 
and Kelle Moller’s G1 Avenger are 
perhaps the quickest foreigners not 
regularly seen over here. However 


> 


Top 50 seeded entries 


* 


No. Driver-Co-Driver Entrant Car 

1 R. Clark/J. Porter Ford Motor Co. Ltd. Escort RS 1800 

2 B.Coleman/D. O'Sullivan Thomas Motors Escort RS1600 

3 A. Fowkes/B. G. J. Harris Team Sanyo Escort RS 1800 

4 R. Brookes/J. Brown Andrews Heat for Hire Escort RS 1800 

5 J. Taylor/J. Jensen Haynes of Maidstone Escort RS 1800 

-6 A. Cowan/H. McNeill Colt Lancer 

1600 GSR 

7 B.Culcheth/J. Syer Leyland Cars Triumph TR7 

8 A. Vatanen/P. Bryant Allied Polymer Group Escort RS 1800 

9 C. Sciater/P. White Chrysler Competition Centre Chrysler Avenger 
10 T.Pond/D. Richards Leyland Cars Triumph TR7 
11 R.A. Fall/M. J. Broad Dealer Opel Team Opel Kadett 
12 A. Dawson/A. Marriott Glovers Conversions: Datsun 160J 
13 E. Aaby/M. Holmes Team Avon Tyres Escort RS 1800 
14 W. Sparrow/R. Crellin. Dealer Team Vauxhall/Castrol Vauxhall Magnum 2300 
15 P. Airikkala/M.R.Greasley | Team Avon Tyres Escort RS 1600 
16 C. B. Samson/A. P. Samson ; Escort RS 1800 
17 D.Thompson/A.Greenwood James R. Page Ltd. Escort RS1800 

18 M. Grierson/R. Anderson / Escort RS 1800 

19 T. Drummond/P. Short Johnsons of Gainsborough Escort RS 1800 
20 B. Danielsson Dealer Opel Team Opel Kadett . 
21 +R. Eyre Maunsell/N. Wilson aie Dealer Team (Ulster) Chrysler Avenger 
22 J.McRae/D. Brown SMT Rallying with DTV/Castrol Vauxhall Magnum _ 
23 A.D. T. Gallacher/i. D. Muir Escort RS 1600 
24 A. Arneil/P. Gilligan Escort RS 1600 
25 P.C. Faulkner/M. Peters Team Castrol Escort RS 1800 
26 K.R. Borjesson/J. Hawkins : BMW 2002 
27 D.C. Heggie/G. Dean F. English of Bournemouth Escort RS 1800 
28 |. Wilson/C. Young Opel Kadett GT/E 
29 B.Lee/John Gittins Glovers Conversions Datsun Violet 
30 _W. D. Taylor/K. |. Maclver Escort RS 1800 
31 P.Ryan/M. Nicholson Leyland Cars Triumph Dolomite Sprint 
32 G. Waugh/P. Handy White Horse Distillers Ltd. Chrysler Avenger G 
33 J.E. Lundgren Opel G. T. A. 
34 A. Findlay/R. J. Turnbull Eastford Motors, Penicuik Escort RS 1600 
35 |. Gemmell/F. Bryden Maconochies of Kilmarnock Escort RS 2000 
36 G. Hill/P. Valentine The Martin Group Vauxhall Magnum 
37 W. J. Crawford Lothian Sports Cars Escort RS 1800 
38 B. Hansson/T.Eriandsson Orust Motor AB Volkswagen 1303S 
39 K. Moller/R. Spokes Avenger 1 
40 M. Hibbert Team Avon Tyres : Escort RS1600 
41 C. Grewer/J. Forrest Gladstone Garage (York Ltd.) Opel Ascona 
42 A. Jasper/G. Sangster 5 Escort RS 1600 
43 A.|. Milne/J.R. Thorburn Spillers Farm Feeds, Aberdeen Escort RS 1800 
44 M. Jackson/S. Howard Crystal Rallye Sport, Hull scort 1300 GT 
45 F.Henderson/D. Orrick Oates Garage, Willington Toyota Celica GT 
46 A. Brearley/M. Smith Opel Ascona 
47 R. Close/J. Dolan Team Avon Tyres/The Motor Centre Escort RS 1800 
48 J. Howden’. Marwick Shelisport RS 1600 
43 M WitsonJ_ Dewees Ford : 
SO MJ Telerau A Tayer Corysier Avenger = ~ 
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PREVIEW continued 


the rally does mark the return, albeit 
for one event only, of Mike Hibbert, 
whose tremendous exploits will 
doubtless be remembered by many 
Scottish fans as well as a. few 
English drivers. Mike is making his 
‘one-off’ guest appearance at the 
wheel of one of David Sutton’s ‘fleet’ 
(nm Erik Aaby’s RHD Welsh Rally 
RS1600). 

Who’s going to win? 

Those not in Fords can remain 
seated while the die is cast .. . Roger 
Clark has won this rally six times 
now. He cannot have been very im- 


pressed with the way things turned 
out on the Welsh, and one feels that 
if he really wishes to re-assert the 
status quo, then this event is the 
place where he will try to do it. As 
the “Ringmeister” of the Scottish, 
one finds it hard to see him allowing 
a young Finnish driver to dominate 
proceedings in such a confident 
manner on the home international 
stage, and should Roger find the 
mood (which we hope the Scottish 
Rally will provide) then life at the top 
will certainly be interesting for the 
two’ principal ‘pretenders’ to the 
throne. British rallying is presently 
dominated by four people (needless 
to say, all in Fords), two Finns and 
two ‘Brits’. Russell Brookes, who 
will be competing on the event in his 
‘new’ car despite ailments sustained 


on the Welsh, will doubtless be try- 
ing as hard as ever, and Pentti 
Airikkala, again in the ‘old nail’ left- 
hooker can be relied upon for another 
virtuoso performance. Whether any 
of them can catch Ari Vatanen is per- 
haps the sole really exciting thought 
as one pores over the entry list. 
Roger and Ari are both in their usual 
winning cars. 

Leyland Cars (Abingdon) are 
trying very hard to build a competi- 
tive rally TR7 but the team are still 
ludicrously agen a by specialized 
parts gd problems. They are still 
awaiting five speed close ratio gear 
sets(!) and in addition to this extra- 
ordinary state of affairs, the disc- 
braked back axle (which has been 
virtually ready for months) is still 
awaiting the necessary bits to com- 


Schedule: controls and special stages 


PLACE NAME 


Ayr Racecourse Start. 
Friday June 4 1976 


Secret Stage 
Secret Stage 


Drumjohn (Glentrool) 
Balunton (Glentrool) 


Kirroughtree House Hotel: Time Control 
Out Time 
Kirroughtree 1 
Kirroughtree 2 

Loudon Service Stn Creetown. Passage C 
Glengap 

; Laurieston 

Lochview Motel, Crocketford Time Control 

Out time 
‘ Secret Stage 

Secret Stage 
Secret Stage 


‘Mounthope Service Stn. Closeburn Passage Cont. 


Ayr Racecourse Return Control 
Saturday June 5 
Ayr Racecourse Depart second day 


ameron Park 
Succoth Range 


Rest & Be Thankful 


Glen Kinglas 
Ben Laggan 
Island 
Larrach 
; High Blawearie 
Younger Botanic Garden Passage Control 
_ W.Loch Eck 
Glen Shellish 
: Glen Shellish 2 
Creggans Inn, Strachur Time Control 
inverary Castle 
Glen Kinglas 


Rest & Be Thankful 


START 
LOCATION 
FINISH _. 
LOCATION 
STAGE 
LENGTH 


76/345893 
76/332809 


76/317815 
771364820 


0 
38 


83/470696 
83/443671 


83/648599 
83/648654 


83/462687 
83/438651 


83/668642 
83/666656 


ole) 
oo 


eo he 
oO 


B88 


56/386824 
56/299060 
56/240063 
56/217096 
56/107008 
56/124975 
56/143928 
56/181869 


56/138876 
56/109964 
56/104964 


56/085109 
56/193098 
56/229074 


56/373834 
56/263044 
56/230073 
56/194098 
56/112988 
56/151927 
56/167907 
56/185856 


56/122969 
56/103963 
56/108967 


56/093088 
56/214096 
56/239063 
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wWUnooOuN 
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McTavish's Garage Arrochar: Passage Control 


Return Ayr Racecourse Finish of Day 
Sunday/Monday June 6/7 


Ayr Racecourse Depart 
Dundeugh 
Twiglees 1 
Twiglees 2 
: : Castle o'er 
Lochview Motel, Crocketford Time Control 
Secret Stage 
Dalbeattie 
Mabie 
Johnstone Bridge 
; Cardrona 
Elibank 
Secret Stage 
Glentress. 


Post House Hotel, Edinburgh Time Control 
eparture Time 


Craigievern 
Buchanan 
Loch Ard 1 
Loch Ard 2 
Devilla 
Blairadam 
Pitmedden 


Perth Transportel Edinburgh Road. Time Control 


Keillour 
Ladywell 
Drummond Hill 
Strathyre 


771608889 
79/207943 
79/220953 
79/246947 


771602881 
79/205960 
79/210942 
79/235954 


84/852595 
84/921714 


73/313364 
73/408359 


73/264403 


84/844592 
84/908698 


73/294378 
73/370365 


73/287402 


57/483907 
57/477908 
57/452992 
57/500012 
58/942905 
58/124960 
58/221159 


58/960261 
53/026417 
51/726458 
57/563160 
57/540010 


57/493895 
57/469904 
57/501935 
57/454004 
65/969875 
58/110945 
58/206136 


58/957253 
53/028418 
51/787479 
57/566199 
57/523035 


TARGET 
TIME 
STANDARD 
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Opposite: Unseasonably fair weather 
on the Welsh Rally creates an almost 
Scottish scene as Roger Clark 
powers through a dusty stage. 
Bottom: More like the loose, tough, 
going: Colin Malkin’s Avenger on 
last year’s event. Previous Scottish 
winner Chris Sclater is driving for 
ele | this year (start number 
nine). 


plete installation. Thus the cars re 
main ey as they appenia on 
the Welsh, although we hear there 
have been revisions to the cooling 
system and Broadspeed have pre- 
ser bel both the Scottish engines 
ollowing the Welsh disaster. In 
addition there have been some 
modifications to the rear spring 
rates. Everyone will undoubtedly - 
wish them well, but alas it seems we 
shall have to wait yet more months 
before the team-are allowed the nec- 
essary hardware to get on terms 
with the Escort men. Tony Fowkes is 


_ disturbed at the prospect of being 


beaten by anyone (let alone a Finn!); 
the Scottish has never been his 
event, but perhaps this year the new 
car will bring him some luck. Andy 
Dawson is very enthusiastic about 
both his Datsun and the Glovers set- 
up which looks after and services it. 
A new engine is apparently in the 
pipeline with a very interestin 
ei output, and this unit shou 
e no place to debut a shining new 


_ meantime, Andy has been carrying 
out some development on it in con- 


unction with Glovers, and of course 
e knows the Scottish stages parts 
cularly well. Will Sparrow will be us- 
ing his old car again, feeling that the 
rough surfaces of the Scottish would 
be no place to debut a shining new 
example (which should be seen on the 
Jim Clark). The team have further 
developed the suspension and the oil 
filter gasket problem has been over- 
come with a design change. Will is 
now going very quickly again and 
looks set for a high placing. Tony 
Drummond has been putting 
together some impressive results 
this season. With Phil Short in the 
left hand seat, and Johnsons of 
Gainsborough and Esso’s support, 
his new RS1800, which he is debut- 
ing tomorrow, should go really well. 
Paul Faulkner is also debuting his 
‘new’ new car, Piggy Thompson can 
be seen in Jeff Churchill’s machine 
and Erik Aaby too will have a new 
RS1800 in left hand drive courtesy of 
David Sutton/Ford pvonwor): which 
should please him immensely as well 
as being easier on the palms of his 
hands than the Welsh outing 
proved! Among the Scottish 
entrants Donald Heggie, complete 
with renewed confidence in his car, 
can be expected to pull off something 
in front of the home crowds, not to 
mention Andrew Cowan, _ the 
Samsons, Jim McRae and Drew 
Gallacher. All that remains is to 
hope that the Finns get given a 
harder time than they received in 
Wales; we are sure that they 
themselves do! 


This week's 


centre spread 


Russell Brookes in action with 
hisCastrol Ford Escort RS1800. 
Russell will doubtless be starting 
in a i Sale 


the Scottish 
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EOIN YOUNG on te return to Grand rrix form of Unris Amon 


Chrissey makes the Ensign fly 


The old style is still there. The style which made 
Chris Amon stand out as a 17-year-old when he 
was racing a 250F Maserati in a short-sleeved 
shirt on New Zealand tracks, the same style which 
won him the Le Mans 24-hour race for Ford in 
1966 with fellow-countryman and mentor Bruce 
McLaren. The style which earned him a drive in 
the Ferrari Grand Prix team in 1967, when no 
other driver on the grid for last weekend’s 
Monaco Grand Prix had so much as sat behind 
the wheel of a Formula 1 car. 

At Zolder this year, Chris Amon, incredibly ex- 
Sag at 32, was starting to get the feel of 

ormula 1 again. He started the Ensign from the 
fourth row of the grid beside Jody Scheckter in 
the new six-wheeled Elf-Tyrrell and he chased 
Scheckter relentlessly until the Ensign shed a 
wheel and the car careered off course to land 
peace down against a bank. Was it the old Amon 
ill luck returning? He clambered out of the up- 
turned car as quickly as he could: “I was terrified 


it was going to catch fire.” A smack on the head 


blurred his vision for the rest of the day and his 
right arm and hand were painful. He was bruised 

over. “I feel as though I’ve been on the bottom 
of a rugby scrum,” he said two days later, but he 
wasn’t the morose Chrissey of the past few years, 
more a confident young driver again, looking 
forward to the challenge of the next race, eager 
for Mo Nunn and his little crew to have the 
Ensign rebuilt for Monaco. 

Self-confidence is all important for a successful 
driver. Skill alone apparently isn’t enough for a 
driver like Amon. Since Matra withdrew from 
Formula 1 and left Amon beached in 1973, his 
career has been distinctly Pumpy and there werea 
number of occasions when he felt he should retire 
from racing altogether and go home to the family 
farm in New Zealand. He thought seriously about 
retirement when his lucrative Matra contract 
came to.an end, and in the shambles of his own 
Formula 1 project he was again considering a 
retreat to the farm. : 

“Tf I’m being completely honest, I’d have to say 
that when Mo Nunn offered me the Ensign this 
year, I thought I’d do one season and pack it in. I 


wanted to do the season to prove to myself that it’ 


was still there.... So that I didn’t go out on a 
down note. I wasn’t too worried about what other 


people thought, it was something I wanted to 


prove to myself.”’ At Zolder there were Amon fans 
all along the pit wall as he shadowed the 
Scheckter/Hunt skirmish, feinting in alongside 
under brakes from time to time. “I was able to 
out-brake Jody but I was doing it from too far 
back. I was losing on acceleration because we 
didn’t have an airbox, so all I was doing under 
braking was making up the ground I’d lost on 
acceleration.” ‘ 

1968 was the year when self-confidence arrived 
with Chris Amon. Before that he’d been a child 
star, probably a little bemused at his own ability. 


In 1968 he measured himself against the best in 


the business and realized he had arrived. 

The season started strongly when, in the 
Tasman Championship, he won the New Zealand 
Grand Prix in a 2.4-litre Ferrari, won again at 
Levin and hounded Jim Clark in the Lotus-Ford 
49 throughout the Wigram race to finish second. 
In the Australian Grand Prix at Sandown Park, 
Clark and Amon were literally neck-and-neck for 
the whole race. It was to be Jimmy’s last Grand 
Prix before his death at Hockenheim. As the 
chequered flag came out, the nose of Amon’s 
Ferrari was just drawing level with the Lotus 
cockpit. Clark wasn’t looking at the flag — he was 
keeping an eyeon Amon. 

At the end of 1968, Autocourse rated Amon as 
number four behind Jackie Stewart, Jochen Rindt 
and Graham Hill. “If things had gone the other 
way for me, I could have won the World Cham- 
pionship. As it turned out I never even won a 
race,’ says Amon ruefully. He was on pole 

sition in Spain, poem and Holland; on the 

t row for the British, German, Italian, 


Opposite, top left In the 1967 Ferrari en route to 
third place at Monaco. Top right: Prior to winning 
the 1970 Daily Express International Trop ly. with 
the works March 701. Centre: Coping with a badly 
chunking tyre at Monza, 1971, the Matra leading 

ailwood and Peterson through the 


Cevert, Hai th ti 
Perebaien, Reteom: Cicag she nay competitive 


_ the French Gran 


Canadian and Mexican GPs. With massive under- 
statement, Amon muses “I was a bit unlucky in 
leading races and pulling out with stupid things 
like a stone through the radiator, the petrol pum: 
breaking, the gearbox breaking in Canada Shean 


was a minute in the lead. There were also three © 


wet GPs and I never liked that car in the rain. I 
never liked racing in the rain anyway... .” 

It appeared that the 1968 season would pave 
the way for a sensational Amon/Ferrari burst in 
1969, but it didn’t work out that way. “Ferrari 
stopped after the British, if you remember, to 
develop the flat-12. The first three or four times I 
tested it, the crankshaft broke and. it looked as 
though we would be spending all 1970 sorting the 
thing out, so I left. The idea of getting the same 
equipment as Rindt and Stewart rather appealed 
to me and I did a deal with March to drive a Ford- 
engined car. Funnily enough the people who were 
urging me to get into a Ford were the same people 
who were asking me why I’d ever left Ferrari 
when they came right....’’ The Fiat takeover 
coincided with Amon’s departure and the ills of 
under-finance were cured over-night. It must gall 
him to see the command of the Ferrari team 
today. 

There was a lot of shouting at the end of 
Amon’s time with March. With Matra he was 
back in there skirting success without ever 
actually achieving it. He was on pole position for 
Prix and a handsome leader for 
19 laps round Clermont Ferrand before pitting 
with a puncture and battling back to third place. 
David Phipps said in Autocourse: ‘‘On reflection, 
it was probably the most inspired drive of the 
1972 season.”” At Monza he started off the front 
row with Ickx’s Ferrari and was running third 
when forced to pit and retire with no brake pads 
left at two-thirds distance. 

It is painful to dwell on the succession of 
disasters after the Matra withdrawal. Amon 
seemed to have been stricken with a reverse 
Midas touch. Business ventures went wrong, the 
Tecno was a failure, his own Formula 1 car was, in 
his own words, ‘‘A disaster. It was desperately 
unreliable. It never ran more than a couple of laps 
before something fell off and I couldn’t sort it out 
because it would never run long enough. And 
when I came close to sorting it out at Monza, I 
didn’t qualify for the race... .”’ 

Bad cars tend to make good drivers look bad 
and offers from teams like Tyrrell stopped 
coming. They came from teams like BRM imstead. 
When Amon read that his leck of success was due 


to him rather than the cars he was driving, he 
stormed out of Formula 1, vowimg never to return. 
The story only got worse. He decided to do the 
Tasman series and the F5000 series in the States 
with the Talon team. He won the Teretonga race 
but blew up at most tracks. Because the team 
couldn’t afford to pay him, he took the car stead 
and brought it back to Europe, only to discover 
that he couldn’t afford toraceit.... 

A week before the Austrian Grand Prix in 1975, 
Mo Nunn phoned Amon and offered him the 
Ensign drive. At that time it was no great offer, 
but then Amon was not in a position to be choosy. 
If nothing else, it would help to pay his rent, 
Instead o eerie over his enforced return to 
Formula 1, he probably found it easier to be a 
team driver than shouldering the full re 
sponsibility of the team himself. The road 
accident which flattened his toes in California 
kept him out of action until the start of the 
European season this year, but now he is back in 
business with a smile. 

He reckons he is half a second slower than he 
was five years ago. “T haven’t had the test 
mileage. I’ve probably done a tenth of the mileage 
in the past five years that other people have done. 
Testing is as important for the driver as it is for 
the car. With Ferrari we tested four days a week 
and it was all automatic. Now I go out and I have 
consciously to think what I’m doing. It doesn’t 
‘flow’ yet.” : ; 

He is fond of harking back to his earliest days in 
Formula 1 — 14 years ago! — and saying that it 
was a tougher business then. “‘I really believe that 
when I started in 1963, Formula 1 was at its most 
competitive. It seems to go in cycles. Then it was 
‘all experienced people. Now it’s all new people. I 
reckon I can hold my own in present company. 
There’s no Rindt or Stewart or Jimmy around 
now. Mind you, I don’t know how well they’d 
stand out in the present cars... . It’s all becomea 
bit like Formula 3. People say it was 
amateurish then, and five seconds covered the 
grid instead of two seconds, and so on; but what 
they fail to realize is that there aren’t any corners 
left, they’re mostly flat out.” 

Talking about the drivers of today, he ponders: 


-whether James Hunt might not be the fastest. 


“But I haven’t had a race 
many other people have, either.” 

I wondered which race he rated as the best of 
his career. He thought for a while: “This will 

robably surprise you, but I think I drove my 

best race in the CanAm McLaren at St. Jovite in 
1966 when the throttle jammed open on the first 
lap. I stopped to have it fixed, and caught back a 
lap on the leaders to finish third behind John 
Surtees and Bruce.” 

The worst moment in those 14 years of 
European Ses was the Italian Grand Prix at 
Monza in 1968. It was the eighth lap and he was 
second in the Ferrari. “The Ferrari that year had 
a hydraulic wing adjustment driven off the engine 
oil pump. I activated the wing going into the 
Lesmos, but there was a loose union and it 
squirted oil all over my left rear tyre. I did the last 
150 yards backwards at 150 miles an hour, hit the 
guardrail, which lay back and launched me into 
two back-somersaults and a half-roll off the top. I 
saw a movie of it afterwards, and it’s the most 
frightening thing I’ve ever seen,” Amazingly 
enough, the car landed on its wheels and Amon 
emerged unhurt. 

At Zolder the other week, carried away with the 
spirit of the chase, he realized there had been a 
“sraunching sort of vibration’’ for about 14 laps, 
and on occasions the car had been “a bit squirly”, 
which he put down to oil on the corners. He 
reasons now that it must have been the loose rear 
wheel toe-steering the car. ‘Suddenly I had this 
enormous oversteer that I never looked like being 
able to catch, the car was spinning, and then it 
was upside down.” 

The new Ensign stood the accident remarkably 
well and the little team, working on a shoestring 
budget without any major sponsorship, were 
soon back in business for Monaco. Mo Nunn 
smiles in spite of the fact that he had taken a 
wrecked car back to his workshops. He is aware 
ioe he ana Amon =e pair hid kindred souls, both 
wit ity seeking t opportunity to 
demonstrate it, both with slim bolas poe A both 


It could happen. . <7 a 


ainst Niki lately. Not 
si 


a ee a 


Somewhere under that tarpaulin rain shelter, Johnny Rutherford hopes they do not restart Indy. 


McLarens have better 
luck Stateside 


Rutherford in the lead for Hy-Gain McLaren team as rain stops play — 
Foyt foiled yet again in attempt at fourth victory — Shortest Indy 
“500’”on record — Schuppan Rookie of the Year 


By GORDON KIRBY . Photography by CHARLES LORING 


A whole month ruined by fifteen minutes of rain! Just like that, a race which by all accounts | 
was jostling and sifting itself into a superb Indy 500 trickled to a halt only two laps past its 
inid-point. The drivers, machines and mechanics were suddenly hemmed in together along 
the confines of the pit lane. A race of wide potential had turned suddenly into one of deep 
frustration. 

Among the muted expressions which the rain had brought, only those belonging to the 
men from Team McLaren offered even a flutter of satisfaction. When the red flag came out 
their driver Johnny Rutherford was at the head of the field, leading by a margin of sixteen 
seconds. And the distance he had travelled was enough for the event to be considered 
complete if the clouded, humid skies opened again. Following within two minutes of the lone 
works McLaren was the remarkable number of nine cars, and closest of them to the leader 
was the Coyote of A. J. Foyt. In fact, Foyt, because of an extra pitstop and a broken anti-roll 
bar, was now trailing Rutherford by a much greater margin than at any other point in the 
race. Since the third lap the McLaren and Coyote had waged a spirited battle and certainly 
the luck of yellow flags, the efficiency of pitstops and the varying rates of fuel consumption 
could easily have altered the situation between not only these two, but any one of the first 
half-dozen. But now everyone was forced to wait, their hands turned to nervous fiddling or 
their thoughts to exasperated grumbles. Nobody really held out much hope for a restart ... 

Two hours after the red flag, however, USAC’s baseball-capped officials began scurrying 
up and down the pit lane, directing the 27 remaining cars into a line head by Rutherford’s 
Hy-Gain McLaren. At last the track was dry from the drumming around and around of tow 
trucks and pace cars. At last there was some chance of completing the 500 miles. 

But just as a few engines spluttering into life, just as everyone’s senses began to sharpen, 
a few light spittles of rain slapped against the pavement. Everyone slowed, stopped. 
Minutes later the sky threw off a shake followed by a short hard burst of rain. That did it. 
Officially, at 255 miles, the 60th Indianapolis 500 was finished. Johnny Rutherford was 
declared the winner, for the second time. A. J. Foyt’s pursuit of that fourth win had been 
foiled again, and another half a dozen, highly estimable performances had gone for naught. 


is the aftermathof this shortest-ever Inaianapolis 


500, there were more than just a few isolated 


eutbursts of displeasure or dissatisfaction.. 
Essentially these boiled down to complaints of | 


certain drivers improving their position, if not by 
lace then by time, during yellow Hag conditions. 
e were also some complaints t. 


actually was which could have meant it would’ 
have been restarted on Monday, the next day. 
Perhaps the root cause to these arguments really 
lay with the frustrations which were obviously 
generated from a very difficult conclusion to the 
month at Indianapolis, yet both showed up short- 
comings which cannot be ignored. 


ta 


at the race. 
- Should have been stopped a few laps before it 


The problem of the yellow flag is certainly the 
more realistic of these, stemming from a compara- 
tively new system whereby the drivers must pace 

emselves around the track according to the 
numbers flashed from the yellow-light ‘‘boards”. 
These are placed at regular intervals around the 
Speedway and flash numbers from 0 to 9 in order. 
A driver is supposes to pass each “‘board’”’ when 
the same number comes up, thereby keeping his 
speed identical to everyone else’s (approx 90mph). 
In other words, if he-passed a “‘board’’ when it is 
showing number 6 he must continue to pass all 
the other ‘“‘boards” when number 6 is showing. If 
he sees number 5 come up then he’s going too 
fast, if number 7 comes up then he’s going too 


“~— eet se 


thet = would be best to 


S seems to be 


the old 


continues to work in NASCAR and it would cer- 
tainly remove some of the sharp ill-feeling which 
sprang up at Indy on Sunday evening. 

Whether the race should have been stopped any 
earlier is very much of a moot point. Had it been a 
few laps less the distance would have been insuffi 
cient to qualify as a “race”, which would have 
meant that all those people who claimed to be 
running a tactical game would have had a chance 
of pickmg up a lap (or less) over a second 100 laps 
run the next day. Certainly there must have been 
at least a few cars among the first ten who could 
have gone quicker — due principally to conserva- 
tive early pacing which would have left more fuel 
for the end. All of this falls clearly into the ‘‘if . . .” 
category which pragmatic, professional racers are 
supposed to be abk to put out of their minds, but 
certainly the conclusion to this year’s Indy 500 
was marginal enough and the prospects com- 
pelling enough to bring doubt to a lot of people’s 
minds . 


More than anything else all of this emphasises 
how wearing the Indianapolis 500 can be. It is the 
one event which can make or break individuals or 
teams, it is the raison d’etre of the USAC Cham- 
pionship and perhaps it has become (although it 
can be argued that has always been) too much of 
an independent, isolated motor race. 

Nevertheless, Indianapolis continues to thrive 
and this year the field was the closest that has 
been seen in a long time. This seemed to be a 
direct result of this year’s further reduction in 
turbocharger boost (measured in inches of mer- 
cury) to 75ins from 80ins. Last year the restric- 
tion applied only to qualifying while for the race 
the cars had only to limit themselves to 280 
gallons of fuel. The allowable fuel remained the 
same this year but the “‘pop-off”’ valve had to stay 
in place for the race. 

her than a concession to the possibility that 
Rutherford mien ‘be able to continue the 
superiority he had shown throughout most of 
practice into the race itself, no one was offering 
any firm theories about who would be competitive 
over the 500 miles. ‘I’ve reaily: got no idea what 
tomorrow’s gonna be all about,” said Al Unser on 
Saturday. ‘‘I don’t think I’ve ever been in a race 
here where there’s gonna. be so much keepin’ 
you’re eye on everyone and change your plan as 
you goalong.” 

Shortly after nine, the huge Speedway was as 
full as ever and the traffic was as jammed as ever 
funnelling its way through the three gates. As 
usual there were constant announcements of this 

ear’s gathering being the ‘‘Largest crowd in the 

istory of the peeve .”’ Certainly it was huge, 
and certainly all the bills were paid. That, of 
course, goes without saying. ; : 

Bang on schedule, the field fired up and whirred. 
out for their usual parade and pace laps. Yet again 
as usual the sight of the 33 starters made up for 
all the numbing sameness of the pre-race bands 
and speeches and announcements. Finally the job 
of the whole month was at hand. 

It was as neat and clean a rolling start as you 
see, with Rutherford from the pole and Johncock 
beside running nose-to-nose along the length of 
the pits so the Wildcat driver simply had to let 
the McLaren take the line into the first turn and 
the lead. Sneva had already ddopped in behind 
Johncock as they bent into the first turn. Foyt 
jumped hard in behind these first three, but Al 
Unser dropped back and appeared to be holdin 
up those directly behind. From the midfiel 
Andretti’s red-orange CAM2 McLaren pushed 
itself toward the wall and ran high and wide 
beyond a handful of cars right away! 

Immediately Rutherford began to pull away 
alone but within two laps Foyt had dispelled any 
questions about his fmding the right chassis 
balance as he pushed by Sneva and Johncock and 
closed right up on the leader. In typical style A.J. 
attacked Rutherford as soon as he caught him 
and on the third lap Johnny had to back off and 
pull a little wide as he saw the Coyote’s wide nose 
digging sr beside him. That was at turn three 
on the third lap but, unknown to both Foyt and 
Rutherford, the road was covered with water from 
David Hobbs’s engine, which had begun to fail 
almost as soon as the race had started. “I was 
suddenly real glad I’d backed off,” Rutherford 
said later, “because Foyt slid straight across in 
front of me and I thought he was goin’ to hit the 
wall.” Somehow A.J. saved himself, but his 
moment allowed Rutherford to get back into the 
lead. But that was to last only until the end of the 
pit straight, as AJ. his unsuccessful 


. . Parnelfi-Cosworth VPJ6B 


* Denotes Rookie (first race af Indianapolis). 


Just as Foyt Mi re the strength of his 
Andr 


situation clear, so°was etti, who was up to 
eighth by the end of the first lap! The next laps he 
passed erstwhile team-mate Unser, who was 
suffering from a bad understeer problem in the 
Parnelli, so that by the fifth lap the order looked 
like settling down as Foyt, Rutherford, Johncock, 
Sneva, Carter (going surprisin well to most 

ood qualifying run), then 


pore in spite of his goo 
lenbach before Mario came along. At the. 


same time the first yellow flag came out when 
Vukovich’s engine broke (a rod), but Billy had 


managed to catch most of it and the track was - 


OK. 
Almost immediately the green flag was brought 
back out and with it Foyt leaped away alone. In 


three laps he made up three seconds then 


another yellow came- out when Roger 
McCluskey’s run with the neat Hopkins ended 
with a long spin into the turn three infield after a 
blown tyre bounced the car against the wall. 

That was on the tenth lap, and it was enough for 
those men who found their cars in need of a quick 
change to dart into the pits. Al Unser was the 
first man in, making a quick single tyre change in 


: 

Coyote-Foyt75 ...........-... Bin 14.326. occ e ene. 185.261 

Eagle Offy 7c 3252 eg Ue - SMV IATES 0 Ree 184.824 
Wally Daflenbach........ Wildcat-Offy Mk2.............. SMAPS VSS. on: 2.0 secwe 184.445 
Gary Bettenhausen...... Eagle-Offy 73........ ae Bp UeiOsS...44.7.25068 181.791 
Billi Vukovich ........... EagieOtyaoe : ath see. oo SIN LS:42S%, . soot ce 2 181.433 
Larry Cannon...:....... Bapie-Ottyizsrr:.< aso. tee BIN 1B AIS 21. 0, Boe age 181.388 
Mike Mosley. ........--. Eagle-Offy 74. .....0.0.......-. 3m TROIS <2 9 nes ge eho 187.588 
Bobby Unser ........ Mee Eagle Oty 74a. s. feo ne: ou BM 11.983" LAR. ae: 187.520 
Roger McCluskey. ......- Hopkins-Offy 76 .............. SM 13.036: <.Mte-h Pt ous 186.500 
Johnny Parsons......... Eagle-Offy 73. .....-.....2...- Sm 1Gi89se: dete ae aan 182.843 
John Martin ~.......-.-.. Dragon-Offy 76 ...: Sens sted Sh 173398 5 ar en 182.417 


Dick Simon. .......... ‘, Vollstedt-Offy 73... 25.2.5... 3m 17.43s ..,.. fot Ie: 182.343 
Vern Schuppan* ........ Bagie-Ofly 74? 228s. fod s 3m 17.798 S32. 3... 232 1B2.0]1 
Bill Puterbaugh ......... Eagle-Offy 74..,...........--. 3m17.80s...... 3 Sse - 182.002 
Mario Andretti.......... McLaren-OffyM16C ........... 3m 10.027S).8. We 2 ..- 189.404 
semy Grants: 22). =. Sess Eagle-AMG- 74% fa.2. tS at. 3m '16.068. 227. wp Oke: 183.617 - 
Billy Scott”... .... fs itis. Fagle-Otfy'7.3: 4,219 fk ee PA: 3m I6:31sr.. 743) .. oer. 183383 
Salt Walther...........- McLaren-Offy Mi6C ........... 3m 16.945 ............ 182.797 
Steve Krisiloff .......... pave ot i. SE A at eee 3m17.66s...... He POR oS 182.131 
Al Loquasto ......2.... .McLaren-Offy M16B ........... 3m 17.805 ..26.3 oe 33s 182.002 
Spike Gelhausen* ....... McLaren-Offy M16 ........-... 8m 18.118). fc3to a) os TBE AN7 
Larry McCoy. ........... Rascar-Onty 74> oc. .e'S 5 os. Mr. 3m 18.47s 2p... 181.388 
George Snider.......... BagleOtyi74, ost a. of... tere 2. 3m 18.745: .0 .3. 42. ee 181.141 
Bob Harkey ............ Kingfish-Offy 73 .-.......-..-- 3m 18.748 .5<.-<Ysnyot.s 181.141 
Sheldon Kinser ......... Dragon-Offy 76. ..........-655 3m 18.77s .....2..- ... 181.114 
Lloyd Ruby. ....°....... Eagle-Offy 74...... ego Ee 3m 13:05, #7 eer 2....186.480 
David Hobbs ........... McLaren-Offy MI6C ........... 3in 16.10$° 4.202 22d 183.580 
Tom Bigelow -.......-.- EapleiOtiy 7S nik ties ee 8m 17.848 .. soe. et Se 181.959 
Jan Opperman........-. Eagle: Off 74g. a.'o or teecs cs SM1BMIS* .. 02 esn4%- 181.717 


an effort at curing the Parnelli’s visible under- 
steer. He was away in 12 seconds! 

Over the next two laps, Bobby U came in for a» 
similar change, as did Dallenbach and Johncock, 
who found their Wildcats were also under- 
steering. Just before the green, Rutherford 
stop because he too was bothered by under- 
steer, although the McLaren team approached the 
probe by increasing the front wing angle. Both 

enske McLarens dashed in at the same time with 
complaints that they were slow in a straight line 
— seemed to have something to do with wrong 
wing settings. Thank Heaven for early yellows! _ 

ith all save Carter dropping away from 
directly behind him, Foyt decided that he too 
wanted to stop, but just as he peeled off for the 
pits the green light blinked back on. A. J. did 
stop, very quickly for a brief fuel top-up, but in his 
haste to get going he charged away from his pit 
before an air hose could be disconnected. He 
trailed the hose around for nearly a lap before it 
fell off, which brought out another yellow! 

The hose was soon retrieved and on the 17th la 
the green flag came out rt again. With that it 
seemed that everyone had made their early 


The leaders stream down one ofIndy’s 210mph straights.... 


Rutherford: an unexpectedly early victory from pele position. 


reconaissance runs and at least the race settled 
down and began to take shape. 

For a while the two Wildcats, Rutherford and 
Carter broke away together, while Foyt worked 
his way back toward them ahead of Sneva, Bobby: 


U, Andretti and Al U. Just as he had at the start 


Foyt was soon showing his pace so that in ten laps 
he was able to pull himself up to third behind 
Johncock and Rutherford. But he was unable to 
make much impression on them which finally 
brought the leaders up to their first, regular fuel 
stops. Over the space of four laps everyone of the 
first ten came in for fuel, by which time it was 
obvious that, of them all, only Carter, running 
very much of a long-distance engine in his 
Jorgensen Eagle, had any appreciable advantage 
in terms of mileage. While all other others had 
stopped sometime during that hectic 10th to 15th 
lap period, young Pancho had kept going and now 
he was stopping for the first time while the others 


“were stopping for the second time. 


After these stops, Rutherford appeared back in 
front for the first time since the very earliest laps 
and now, having made a further adjustment to 
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the front wines es well es changing the mght side 
tyres, he begen to control the race in the manner 
in which Foyt had. “My car suddenly came to life 
after that stop,” the McLaren driver later 
reported, and sure enough he maintained a clear, 
impressive lead for more than 20 laps. Behind, 
Foyt was equally secure in second place, his initial 
advantage now nullified by the changes to the 
McLaren. Further back, Johncock was alone in 
third place, still bothered by understeer but able to 
hold off Carter’s smooth pace as well as Bobby U, 
Dallenback, Sneva and Al U. The Parnelli was by 
this time, holding its own after a change-of left- 
side tyres (which had “grown” and caused the 
early understeer problem), although the team 
were running conservative boost in order to make 
sure that their fuel consumption would be right. 
“We've spent so much time getting the chassis 
right, or close to right, that we haven’t been able 
to do any mileage checks,” was the way the team 
penager explained their plan. Andretti had lost 
time because of a cut tyre, but he was slowly 
working back into the hunt by this time. 

Just as the time came up for most of the leaders 
to make their third fuel stops a convenient yellow 
came out because Johnny Parsons’s Eagle lost a 
wheel (wit hout damage to the car — he was able to 
continue). But unfortunately for both Bobby 
Unser and Rutherford, they had chosen to sto 
the lap before the yellow. This put Foyt as muc 
as 16 whole seconds clear of Rutherford with the 
cars theoretically maintaining station according 
tothe “pacer’’ light system. | . 

The yellow stayed out for four laps with the 
leaders “pacing” in the order Foyt, Rutherford, 
Johncock, Carter, Dallenbach, Sneva, Andretti, 
Salt Walther, Bobby U and Al U. When the 
greeen came out, however, Rutherford was 
suddenly within seven seconds of Foyt and as 


they began to work toward their fourth fuel stops, 


the Coyote and McLaren pulled away from the 
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Above: Refuelling stop for Foyt’s Gilmore Coyote (left). Ajay conte 
engine in Al Unser’s Parnelli (left). Pancho Carter on his way to fift 


begen suddenly to catch Foyt, and wihm five 
laps he had managed to do what had looked 
impossible. Then, just like that, the McLaren was 
through to the lead! 

Rutherford pulled out nearly two seconds in 
two laps. Then Foyt stopped for fuel. Two laps 
later and Rutherford too came in, losing about 
two seconds to Foyt on the stop itself but re 
establishing himself a couple of seconds ahead. It 
was beginning to look as if the McLaren had 


found an advantage. ... Or perhaps the Coyote. 


was going wrong? 

But Foyt was able to hold the gap this time, for 
five laps that was until another yellow flag. 
Suddenly Foyt took advantage of it and dived for 
the pits. It was another very quick stop for the 
Coyote and, with the help of the yellow, Foyt was 
able to remain within fifteen seconds of 
Rutherford. Three laps later the pen flag came 
out and this time it was Foyt who was 
mysteriously closer than he had been under the 
yellow — down to ten seconds. But even as the 
green came out there were a few vague spots of 
rain in the air. Within a few more laps it was in 
fact raining, and on the 100th lap out came the 
yellow. For three laps they paced beneath the 
yellow, then with the downfall thickening, out 
came the red flag. 

As everyone came in and stopped, the rain 
intensified and it became obvious that it would be 
at least an hour before the race could be restarted, 
if at all. You see, there had been a standing predic- 
tion for thundershowers from mid-afternoon into 
the evening, and the clouds which had remained 
thick and grey all day were now turning slowly 
darker. It looked like the thunderstorm was 
coming a little early. 

Meanwhile, everyone was hoping and preparing 
for a restart. Foyt’s troubles turned out to be the 
result of a broken front anti-roll bar and his crew 
set about repairing that. Everyone else seemed to 
be alright and, with ten cars within a lap and a 
half of each other and some of them claiming that 
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place for Dan Gurney (righ. 


ad the possibilities of a restart righ 
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t lookec : of course, 
there was Carter who was a lap down mm fifth place 
but had made one kess stop than everyoneelse. - - - 
Hmm, could be a first rate finish if only, if only - -. 

But we'll never know. As it is Johnny 
Rutherford has .won his and and McLarens 
second Indy 500 in three years. He did lead more 
laps than anyone else, the team did change the car 
during the early stages with plamly eficial 
results, and their pitstop spacing seemed to be, if 
not outstanding, entirely adequate and com 
petitive. “‘No question about it,’ said the team 
manager as rain rolled off his Goodyear hat and 
ran down his neck, “we did it by skill and 
cunning.” 


60th Indianapolis 500 
May 30 — Indiana, USA 
200 laps — 500 miles* 
USAC Championship — round 
(*race stopped after 102 laps due to rain) 
1, Johnny Rutherford (McLaren-Offenhauser t/c M16E), 1h 42m 
52.48s, 148.725mph; 
2, A. J. Foyt (Coyote-Ford/Foyt t/c 75), 1h 43m 07.84s; 
, > al Johncock (Wildcat-Offenhauser/SDG t/c Mk2), 1h 44m 
43s; 
4, Wally Dallenbach (Wildcat-Offenhauser/SDG t/c Mk2), 101 laps; 
5, Pancho Carter (Eagle-Offenhauser t/c 74), 101; 
6, Tom Sneva (McLaren-Offenhauser t/c M16C/D), 101; 
, Al Unser (Parnelli-Cosworth/Ford DFX tic VPJ6B), 101; 
8, Mario Andretti (McLaren-Offenhauser t/c M16C), 101; 9, Salt 
Walther (McLaren-Offenhauser t/c M16C), 100; 10, Bobby Unser 
(Eagle-Offenhauser t/c 74), 100; 11, Lloyd Ruby (Eagle-Offenhauser 
tic 74), 100; 12, Johnny Parsons (Eagle- Offerhauser t/c 73), 98; 
13, George Snider (Eagle-Offenhauser t/c 75), 98; 14, Tom Bigelow 
(Eagle-Offenhauser t/c 74), 98; 15, Mike Mosley (Eagle-Offenhauser 
tic 74), 98; 16, Jan Opperman (Eagle-Offenhauser tic 74), 97; 
17, Larry Cannon (Eagle-Offenhausey t/c 73)), 97; 18, Vern 
Schuppan (Eagle-Offenhauser t/c 74) 97: 19, Sheldon Kinser 
Dragon-Offenhauser t/c 76), 97; , Bob Harkey (Kingfish- 
ffenhauser t/c 73), 97; 21, John Martin (Dragon-Offenhauser t/c 76), 
96; 22, Bill Puterbaugh (Eagle-Offenhauser t/c 74), 96; 23, Billy 
Scott (Eagle-Offenhauser t/c 73), 96; 24, Steve Krisiloff (Eagle- 
Offenhauser t/c 74), 95; 25, Al Loquasto (McLaren-Offenhauser t/c 
M16B), 95; 26, Larry McCoy (Rascar-Offenhauser tic 748 91; 
27, Jerry Grant (Eagle-American Motors/AMC V8 75), 91 laps. 


Fastest lap: Foyt, lap 2, 48.38s, nee Eh 

Retirements: Spike Gelhausen (McLaren-Offy M16), lap 0, engine; 
Dick Simon (Vollstedt-Offy 73), lap 1, engine; Billy Vukovich (Eagle- 
Offy 75), lap 2, angie, Roger McCluskey pense 76), ag 8, 
flat tyre; David Hobbs ary 
Bettenhausen (Eagle-O 


McLaren-Offy M16C), lap 10, engine; 
73), lap 52, engine. 


t), Below: The Ford Cosworth DFX turbocharged 
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Rolf Stommelen in the Martini-Porsche leads a bevy of German cars on the first lap. 


Schnitzer BMW inherits 
win from Hermetite car 


Fitzpatrick/Walkinshaw BMW blows up after six-hour mark — Martini- 
Porsche sidelined by broken rotor arm — Stommelen’s lap record 


Story and photography by CHRIS WITTY 


At each of the three previous World Championship of Makes races, the chequered flag had 
been hung out after six hours of racing which is, in fact, the minimum distance required if the 
event is to gain its championship status. 

Ever since the end of the first hour when the leading Martini Porsche turbo, driven by Rolf 
Stommelen and Manfred Schurti, had retired, the British Hermetite BMW CSL had held the 
lead. With John Fitzpatrick forging to the front and Tom Walkinshaw doing an excellent job 
in backing up the acknowledged Nurburgring expert, the BeeEm lapped consistently for lap 
after lap. Two hours, three, four and five. The BMW was still going strong and, what’s more, 
the ‘‘sister” cars crewed by Dieter Quester/Albrecht Krebs and Harald Grohs/Alain 
Peltier/Hughes de Fierlant were also doing a splendid job and holding off the remaining 
turbocharged Porsches to such effect that it looked as though the BMWs might take the top 
three placings. a ’ 

But it was not to be. 

This race had to be an exception. The organisers, perhaps fearing that the superior speed 
of the Martini Porsche would gobble up 1,000 kilometres (or 44 laps) before six hours was up, 
decided to increase the race distance to 47 laps (or 1,073 kms). With the Porsche sidelined, it 
meant that the race would probably take nearer six and a half hours. 

With 43 laps completed, and it having taken exactly 6h 1m 41.4s, the Hermetite car sped 
past the pits and out into the country to start another lap, victory now half an hour away. It 
didn’t appear again. Pr 

Apparently several laps earlier Fitzpatrick, who was driving the final run-in stint, saw the 
low oil pressure warning light flash. He pitted briefly (their lead was large enough to allow 
this precautionary stop), taking on some oil before departing once more. But the damage had 
been done and while descending the Hatzenbach, a mere mile or so from the pits, the engine 
exploded with such violence, the BMW spun off the road on its own oil, grazing the Armco 
and coming to rest engulfed in burning oil smoke on the hot exhausts. 

Fortunately. for BMW the Schnitzer-prepared Quester/Krebs car was sounding healthy 
and it came home a rather fortunate, although deserving, winner at Hermetite’s expense. 
Any pressure that may have come from the G5-ised Porsche Turbos of Toine Hezemans/Tim 
Schenken and Gijs van Lennep/Hartwig Bertrams in the closing stages was eased when 
firstly, the latter had a drive-shaft break (a familar problem with these powerful turbo 
machines) losing them three laps, while the other car, having got to within 23s of the 
Schnitzer BMW with 7 laps left to run, lost the use of its turbocharger and fell drastically 
back, although not losing what eventually turned out to be second place. 

It had been a good race, not quite up to the Silverstone-style finish of three weeks 
previous, but certainly an incident packed, long distance thriller thanks to the demise of the 
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ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Unlike the G6 spect otter round that had 
taken place at the Nurb ing seven weeks 
earlier, the quality and quantity of the entry for 
last weekend’s G5 _ (silhouette) World 
Championship of Makes round was, by far, much 
better and it would seem that this is the series, of 
the two, that deserves to succeed. The simple fact 
that G5 had been chosen in preference to G6 cars 
for the traditional ADAC 1000 Kms “sports car” 
feature underlines the fact. 
rea the entry predictably was the car that 
could well do this championship, especially now 
that it’s still very much in an embryonic stage, 
irreparable harm; the Martini and Hossi backed’ 
works Porsche 935 Turbo. Whatever views you 
may hold, it still is a beautiful piece of 
engineering. : 
ere had been quite a number of changes to 
this car since it last appeared in public at 


‘Silverstone. Firstly there was .a new crew as‘ 


Messrs Mass and Ickx were at Monaco and so 
into the breach stepped Rolf Stommelen and 
Manfred Schurti, a renowned Super Vee ace and 
also a very competent Porsche test driver. 

For this race the car. would have to have a 
restyled rear end complying to the rules laid down 
by the CSI and which the Technical Committee 
discussed some weeks ago. At the earlier races the 
Porsche engineers, interpreting the rules to allow 
reshaping of the engine cover, used air as the 
cooling medium for the turbocharger on the 2.8 
litre engine (this capacity, taking the 1.4 
equivalence factor into account, puts the car into 
the 4-litre category). This now isn’t allowed, or 
rather the revised (or reworded) rulings say the 
rear bodywork must be able to fit a production car 
as well. The existing aren is rather bulky and it 
was because of this that the shape (wtnich, upset 
the CSI) had to bechanged. 

A water cooled cooling system, as used on the 
current G4 Turbo 934 model has now been 
employed. The turbocharger output is led through 
intercoolers located on top of either group of three 
intake pipes and in which water is circulated by a 
cog-belt driven pump. The water is cooled in, two 
small radiators mounted on either side of the 
front oil radiator. The intercoolers reduce the. 
intake air temperature by roughly 100°C from its 
150°C at the blower outlet. At one stage it was 
debatable whether these water-cooled intercoolers 
were acceptable within the homologation rules, 
especially on the G4 car. From Porsche’s point of 


Biota they are part of the intake system, which is 


ee. 
Schurti drove the team’s test car at the circuit 
for most of the week, trying tyres and various 
tweaks, ending up on a 7m 47s lap. This compares 
favourably with the 7m 56.5s lap achieved by 
their prototype ‘‘G5”’ turbo two years ago at the 
same circuit when driven by Gijs van 
Lennep/Herbert Miller. The Porsche personnel in 
fact claim that the current car is very much nearer 
standard than the ’74 car. For the first official 
practice session, the turbo boost pressure was 
pushed up to 1.45 (20 psi) and Schurti rapped out 
the true potential of the pukka race car with a 
scintillating 7m 37.7s lap! Then the engine broke 
a piston and had to be changed overnight. ‘= 

Stommelen drove the car the following day with 
a reduced boost pressure of 1.20 and still clocked 
the fastest time of the session at 7m 52.1s. The 
pressure was upped slightly to 1.35 (19psi) for the 
race and Stommelen would start. 

The challenge to the Porsche from BMW’s own 


‘turbo didn’t materialise for the reasons we 


outlmed in last week’s issue. Competitions 
director Jochen Neerpasch explained that the 
gearbox still wasn’t strong enough and as it 
wouldn’t last over 1} hours, there was little point 
in racing. The car was entered for Brian an 
and David Hobbs but with the latter racing at the 
Indy 500, we asked Neerpasch who, had the car 
been raced, would partner Redman. ‘“‘Had we gone 
eae anata this week, I was poping try out 
both Maurizio Flammini and Alex Ribeiro (both 
the works March drivers).”’ 

Sharing the front row was the Erwin Kremer- 
prepared works Porsche 935 copy driven by the 
regular pairing of Frenchman Bob Wollek and 
Hans Heyer. This car, which is sponsored by 
Vaillant (a German company who make heating 
installations), was now running on 19in diameter 
rear wheels for the first time. Unlike the works car 
(which uses Dunlop rubber), this Porsche runs on 
Goodyears who, so we hear, didn’t reckon such a 
tall tyre would work when Porsche first tested it 
at Ricard earlier this year. 

Having been 21.6s slower than the works car in 
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the first session. Wollek got his skates on a little 
in the Saturday session and broke the 8m mark 


although as Heyer explained afterwards, the 
engine was refusing to pick-up cleanly through 
the corners. “I have to put my foot flat on the 


throttle 30 metres before the chicane’’, exclaimed . 


the former’: ETC champion who thought the 
problem, which the works were encountering as 
well would you believe, despite that fast time, was 
attributed towards the new water cooled turbo 
system on their 2.8-litre engines which, unlike the 
G4 3-litre version, uses mechanical mjection 
rather than electronic. The engine was pulled out 
and checked-after practice. 


Next up on the grid was another Porsche turbo, - 


only this time it was a G4 car that had been 
converted to G5 spec by fitting the larger 144in 
rear rims (clad with 16in wide tyres) as opposed to 
the 12in (rim) 14in (tyre width) G4 regulations. 

It was a new car, entered by Jurgen Kannacher 
(he buys damaged road-going Porsches) for Gijs 
van Lennep and last year’s European GT 
champion Hartwig Bertrams. After early 
eoubles, when the turbo broke after a mere lap of 
the short ‘“‘warm-up” loop (‘‘the blades broke on 
the:colder side of the turbo fan” said van Lennep 
afterwards), the Dutchman’s time has to be 
regarded as mediocre as gay tine with a G5-ised 
car over 8m wasn’t that quick. 

Another Porsche was alongside and it would 
have been there in either G4 or G5 trim. On the 
first day of practice, Tome Hezemans driving the 
Georg Loos/Tebernum 934 Turbo with Tim 
Schenken, recorded a superb lap of 8m 11.6s 
which surpasses the best times recorded by these 
cars at an earlier meeting in April. Toine was 
perhaps more surprised than most. 


Then the team decided to convert the car 


overnight into G5 trim, adding bigger wheels and 
tyres, larger wheel-arch extensions, a lightweight 
bonnet and doors, removing the electric windows, 
adding the large tail-cum-wing section (‘‘that 
alone cost £1000” said Schenken) and removin 

50 kilos of lead ballast. “It should save aroun 


sy 


160lbs in weight” explained Tim. The engine - 


turbo boost remained set at 1.3 (about 500bhp) 
although they can run them up to 1.5 (and an 
extra 40 thp) but Hezemans didn’t reckon they 
would live very long at that pressure. 

Toine ‘iraproved, but only by 0.4s on his G4 
time, for t:1e car broke its turbo, cutting short its 
practice. Schenken, to keep himself occupied, 
went out in the team’s sister 934 Turbo driven by 
Clemens Schickentanz/Herbert Miuiller whic 
wasn’t performing as well as to be expected. 

The Hermetite BMW CSL led the non- 
turbocharged brigade with John Fitzpatrick the 
quickest on 8m 11.8s. The car broke its gearbox 
on the first day of practice vib el Baa stuck in 
top but Tivvy Shenton’s lads quickly changed it 
during the session allowing Tom Walkinshaw out 


to acclimatise himself to the circuit as well he: 


might. © 


The car received a peels engine change for the” 


second practice while, like the other BeeEms, the 
diff was changed to order to improve the 


The winning Quester/Krebs Schnitzer BMW which inherited victory just four laps from home. 
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153mph down the mam straight at 8200rpm mm 
top gear with a 3.9 rear axk ratio. That's 800 revs 
below maximum but by fitting a 4.1, the drivers 
found they had to lift off to prevent overrevving. 
It’s what you call compromising. 

In comparison, the works Martini Porsche pulls 
close on 187mph! 

Dieter Quester, in the Schnitzer car he shares 
with Albrecht Krebs, visibly tried hard to better 
Fitz’ time but failed by 0.3s. The car had a few 
braking problems, but nothing serious, although 
Charlie itzer explained that his half-brother, 
Herbert, who runs the team with him, has been 
concentrating on the 2-litre 2002 of late. 

The third ‘works tended” BMW CSL was again 
the Faltz/ 
joining Harald Grohs and Hughes de Fierlant as 
drivers. This car perhaps suffers more wear and 
tear than any of the others, primarily through 
Grohs’ driving style. 

The first session was cut short when a puncture 
contributed towards a front hub breaking and 
although Grohs got into the 17s later on, he was 
still some way off the others,’ who, Quester 
especially, was still niggled by the fact that Hans 
Stuck had taken a 
circuit in 8m 8s two years ago. 

All BMWs were on Goodyears and each had 
trimmed (by 3cms) front spoilers to stop them 
Dactciate out on the notorious Nurburgring 

umps. 

In amongst them was the leading G4 car, this 
being the Max Moritz-prepared Jagermeister 
Porsche 934 Turbo down to be driven by Britain’s 
Derek Bell (not in a Kremer car as we said last 
week) and Porsche engineer Gunter Steckkénig. 
This was in fact Reinhardt Stenzel’s regular 
German championship car and it was he who set 
the grid time. 

Bell had never driven a Porsche Carrera or even 
a turbo before. He found it strange. “You arrive 
much faster into a corner than you think because 
of the engine being much quieter. Around this 
circuit, it’s really hard work. You have to apply 
the power much earlier, because of the throttle 
lag on the turbo and it’s really quite difficult.” 

Bell continued to explain ‘‘that you almost have 
to left foot brake in an effort to keep the revs and 
boost pressure up. As soon as you lift off, the revs 
drop right off and you find ote 4 without any 
power entering the corner. Then, as it builds up, 
wow, in it comes and you have to quickly change 

ear to prevent-it overrevving.” Watching Derek 
learning to cope was quite entertaining! 

There were a further two Jagermeister/Moritz 
Porsches, one being an ordinary G5 (up to 3-litre) 
Carrera for Ekkehard-Schimpf (the grandson of 
the founder of Jagermeister) and Edgar Doren. 
Bell set this car’s grid time. The other car was 
another 934 Turbo for Stenzel and Helmut 
Kelleners, this being the latter’s regular car in 


_ which the driver can alter the boost pressure him- 


self while driving! 

The Egon Evertz G5-ised Porsche Turbo, 
driven by the team’s patron and Leo Kinnunen, 
(who now speaks English!) hadn’t the sophisti- 
cated tweaks-of the pukka 935s and found prac- 
tice full of problems for them; firstly when the 
engine refused to pull over 5000rpm in 4th (it 


ina car which had Alain Peltier 


2 BMW CSL around the’ 
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them 200 bhp. and then when an engme mountmg 
broke. The unit was changed bet ween sessions. 

It was mevitabie that Claude Haldi and Markus 
Hotz, so long regular Porsche GT runners, should 
eventually appear with a Porsche Turbo and this 
they did. The car, a 934, had been G5-ised si 
by fittmg larger wheels and tyres. Haldi set 
grid time the first day on Michelin tyres although 
hereverted to Dunlops for the race. 


Fastest 2-litre was the 275bhp Zakspeed 
Escort BDG driven by Klaus Ludwig and Paul 
Hennige. This was one of last year’s G2 cars con- 


verted into G5 trim and running with a large rear 
wing. Also on hand was the similar car for Italians 
Martino Finotto/Umberto Grano, although th 
missed the first day’s practice. ; 
Ludwig’s time of 7m 31.2s of Friday looked 
likely to be improved upon on the ‘morrow (it was 
3.6s under Heyer’s best in a similar car last year} 
but engine and gearbox problems intervened. 
Ludwig also reckoned the large rear wing gave too 
much downthrust causing the car to understeer 
but anyhow, this was a semi-works Ford effort at 
east. Now when you consider their Cologne Capri 
RS3100s can lap at under 8m 10s, then perhaps a 
turbocharged version might just .... 3 


Schurti/Stommelen (2.8 Porsche 935 Turbo RS)......... 7m 37.7s 
Wollek/Heyer (2.8 Porsche 935 TurboRS)..........- es 5S 
van Lennep/Bertrams (3.0 Porsche 934/5 Turbo RS) ..... 8m 10.6s 
Hezemans/Schenken (3.0 Porsche 934/5 Turbo RS)...... 8m 11.25 
Fitzpatrick/Walkinshaw (3.5 BMW 3.0CSL)............. 8m 11.8s 
sQuestenKrebs (so BMWs OC SU ie ty ee et FO 8m 12.1s 
*Bell/Steckkénig (3.0 Porsche 934 Turbo RS) ...........8m17.4s 
Grohs/Peltier/de Fierlant (3.0 BMW 3:6CSL) ...........8m17.5s 
Kelleners/Stenzel (3.0 Porsche 934 Turbo RS) ..7....... 8m 17.9s 
Schickentanz/Muller (3.0 Porsche 934 TurboRS)........ 8m 20.2s 
Kinnunen/Evertz (3.0 Porsche 934/5 TurboRS)......... 8m 20.5s 
Haldi/Hotz (3.0 Porsche 934/5 Turbo RS) .............. 8m 27.9s 
Ludwig/Hennige (2.0 Ford Escort BDG Mk2)............ 8m 31.2s 
Neuhaus/Brambring (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR)......... 8m 34.8s 
Bross/Sindel (3.0 Porsche 934 TurboRS) .............. 8m 38.1s 
Zanuso/Leder (3.0 Porsche 934 TurboRS) ............. 8m 39.2s 
*Déren/Schimpf (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR)............. 8m 42.3s 
Simonsen/Larsson/Leim (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR)...... 8m 48.3s 
Lombardi/Martin (3.0 Porsche 934 Turbo RS)........... 8m 50.7s 
Finotto/Grano (2.0 Ford Escort BDG Mk2).............. 8m 58.2s 


etc. 
*All firstnamed drivers set the grid time and started the race, 


‘ except for Quester. Stenzel set the Bell/Steckkénig time and Bell the 


D6éren/Schimpf grid placing. 


RACE 


Some estimates put the crowd figure at: 100,000 
but whether they were there for the racing, the 
booze, a quick grope in the woods or whatever, the 
outcome of this event rested fairly and squarely 
on the Martini Porsche. 

Hour one: : 

Away went Stommelen at the start leading an 
assorted array of 43 competitors into, and out, of 
the South Curve and already pulling out a lead 
which he extended at 10s a lap for the first half 
hour or so. Wollek wasn’t able to respond, having 
Ch part of his front pone away, and the 

renchman was having a job holding off the similar 
cars of van peoanep and Hezemans while Fitz- 
pe baying BeeEm stayed with them. A 

ittle further back Krebs led Grohs then came a 
string of Porsches led by Haldi, Bell, Schicken- 
tanz, Zanuso, Ludwig’s incredible Escort and the 
rest. 

A first lap pits visitor was Kelleners who had to 
have a faulty turbocharger repaired losing him 
some time while Zanuso spun across Schickentanz 
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The mext lep claimed Ladwig’s Escort wih falling 
oil pressure while Kinnunen, having been unabie 
to start his Porsche on the line because of a faulty 
fuel pump, was ee well from the tail of 
the field and lay 12th by lap 4. 

After five laps, Wollek came into the pits to in- 
vestigate his handling complaint, Heyer restart- 
ing in 11th place but only lasting for two laps 
before a driveshaft broke out on the circuit. 

At the same time, Stommelen brought the 
Martini car into the pits after 7 laps for a routine 
stop. Schurti took over, still in the lead, but only 
lasted until the descent to the Flugplatz where 


the engine died, a distributor rotor arm having . 


broken. 

Both the cars were able to get back to the pits 
but were subsequently a Cueaett for receiving 
outside assistance. It had been an eventful first 
hour. Now the race was on. 

The Hermetite BMW inherited the lead as the 
Martini car stumbled to the kerbside, the other 
500 bhp turbo Porsches having to pit a lap earlier 
as their boost pressure, despite being lower than 
normal to aid fuel economy on such a long circuit, 
still used less mpg than the 470 bhp BMWs were 
able to manage. 

Even with its first stop where Walkinshaw took 
over, the chasing BMWs were unabke to take over, 
even though they both ran an extra lap. It was 
Bertrams, having taken over from van Lennep, 
who set after the leader but Walkinshaw actu y 
started to pull away slightly during his smoot 
and steady stint. ~ 
Hour two: 

With two hours approaching the Hermetite car 
had a 22s cushion over Bertrams while a minute 
further back, the other BMWs sandwiched the 
Hezemans/Schenken car which had _ just 
completed a second routine stop. Kelleners had 
taken over Bell’s ¢ar and was now sixth while the 
Jurgen Neuhaus/Josef Brambring non-turbo 
Carrera had an early class lead: advantage over 
the third Jagermeister car; splitting them was the 
Swiss Haldi/Hot 2 machine. The Italian Escort 
had started 5 laps late, having broken its clutch 
while being warmed-up in the morning so it was 
left to the Schnitzer 2002 driven by Jorg Denzel 
and Norbert Neumann (a paid drive) to circulate 
without any trouble for the remainder of the race 
and take a deserved class win. 

Hour three: 

Leading up to the third hour, Quester came into 
the pits for a front tyre change, having flat 
spotted it in his efforts to get on terms with the 
two BMWs that now led after 16 laps. 
Jochen Neerpasch began to smile ever so slightly. 
However both the Loos and Kannacher Porsche 
Turbos were still in the hunt and for several laps, 
Quester (in 5th place) duelled wheel to wheel with 
van Lennep while Grohs did likewise with Heze- 
mans. It was good stuff. 

Meanwhile Fitzpatrick, now back at the helm, 
maintained a 50s or so lead over his two nearest 

ursuers, lapping consistently in the 8m 12s 

racket. A slight misfire had set in on the leadin 
BMW’ sengine but Fitz and Walkinshaw report 
afterwards that they were able to drive through it 
and it wasn’t hindering their progress. ‘ 

Further down the leader board, the Kelleners/- 
Bell car now had Stenzel doing a stint and was 
still well up and going strong while their sister car 

driven by Déren/Schimpf had taken Neuhaus/ 
Brambring after the latter had a longish pit stop. 
The Helmut Bross/Eberhard Sindel Porsche 934 
Turbo had also joined the leader board having had 
a consistent run while Lella Lombardi and Hans 


Martin, in a similar car, had also come up well . 


from a tardy start. However their race ended 
when Evertz, having taken over (Kinnunen’s car 
having retired eventually with a broken drive 
shaft) crashed it heavily on lap 30. 

Hour four: — ‘ 

When the Hermetite car made its third routine 
stop on lap 26, Walkinshaw restarted with an 85s 
Be entage over the second placed Faltz-Alpina 
car. A lap later’this car made a stop and de 
Fierlandt took over for the first time, by far the 
slowest of the teams three drivers. He lasted until 
the Karussel when the rear suspension collapsed 
and the Belgian spun out of the race. Suddenly 
Walkinshaw found himself with a 2m cushion 
which grew even larger when both the pursuin 
Tannacher and Schnitzer cars made ehhediled 


stops. 

the Schnitzer car benefitted from the stop and 
resumed ahead of the Porsche, Quester taking 
chunks out of Walkinshaw’s lead as the latter 
found some of the slower cars extremely difficult 
to get by. A lap later he made another routine 
stop for fuel and a left hand side tyre (as most cars 
were doing), the lead of 2m 22s was reduced to 
just under a minute. 

The van 


Hermetite’s ill-fated but race-dominating BMW. 


20s adrift, was — by several secondsa lap. 
Hour five: 

As the race drew into its final phase, an exciting 
finish looked likely even though at this stage, 
barring mechanical mishaps, nothing looked 
likely to take a second successive win away from 
the Hermetite team. 

Fitzpatrick was able to hold off Quester’s 
charge, keeping the gap constant and when the 
Schnitzer car made its final routine stop on lap 39, 
Krebs taking over, the van Lennep/Bertrams 
challenge suddenly faded. This car had also had a 
driveshaft problem which cost it three laps and 
effectively put it out of the running for what 
turned out to be overall victory. 


Hour six: 

So with seven laps left to run, Fitz led Krebs. by 
2m 14s who, in turn, was just 23s clear of 
Hezemans, now lookimg set to make a genuine im- 

ression on the leaders. But it was not to be. 
Duite suddenly the Loos car began to slow. 
Hezemans lost 25s in one lap to Krebs and almost 
a minute on the next. He was in trouble. 

The turbo was refusing to rev the engine over 


5000 rpm and Toine was having to coax the car 
home having been in a position, only minutes 
earlier, to take second place and that, on reflec- 


tion, would have been victory. 

Meanwhile Fitzpatrick had made his final fuel 
stop (just to top up with 5 gallons) a little earlier 
than expected. oil warning light had blinked. 
It was a bad sign. especially so near the end of 2 


Above: The troublesome Wollek/Heyer Porsche Turbo shortly before a driveshaft failure. Below: 


ey 


magnificent race. Out went the Hermetite car and 
for two laps, Fitz held the gap steady to Krebs at 
around 90s. Then, having just completed six 
hours of racing, the six cylinder engine blew up 
and victory, just four laps from home, went to the 
surviving Schnitzer car. 
ADAC 1000Kms _ 
Nurburgring — May 30 
47 laps — 670.778 miles ? 
World Championship of Makes — round 4 


1, Dieter Quester/Albrecht Krebs (3.5 BMW 3.0 CSL), 6h 38m 20.6s, 

101.035mph;* 

ayer ea daa! im Schenken (3.0 Porsche 934/5 Turbo RS), 6h 
m 14.2s; 4 

3, Derek Bell/Reinhardt Stenzel/Helmut Kellenners (3.0 Porsche 

934 Turbo ple 46 laps;* : ao : 

4, Claude Haldi/Markus Hotz (8.0 Porsche 934/5 Turbo RS), 


46; 
avis van Lennep/Hartwig Bertrams (3.0 Porsche 934/5 Turbo RS), 


6, Helmut Bross/Eberhard Sindel (3.0 Porsche 934 Turbo RS), 44; 
7, Edgar Doéren/Ekkehard Schimpf (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR), 44*; 
8, Jadrgen Neuhaus/Josef Brambring (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR), 44; 
9, Heribert Asselborn/Georg Freiberger/Jirgen Konrad (3.0 
Porsche Carrera RSR), 44; 10, Helmut  Kelleners/Gunter 
Steckkénig/Derek Bell/Reinhardt Stenzel (3.0 Porsche 934 Turbo 
RS), 44; 11, John Fitzpatrick/Tom Walkinshaw (3.5 BMW 3.0 CSL), 
43, DNF; 12, Peter Zbinden/Edi Kofel (3.0 Porsche Carrera RS), 43°: 
13; ie Denzel/Norbert Neumann (2.0 BMW 2002 Ti), 43°; 14. 
Georg Freiberger/Karl Rémer (3.0 Porsche Carrera RS), 42; 15, 
ving Schornstein/Gdtz von Tschirnhaus (3.0 Porsche Carrera RS), 

, etc. 

Fastest lap: Rolf Stommelen (2.8 Porsche 935 Turbo RS), on lap 6, 
8m 02.75, 106.44mph (record). - 


* class winners 


-Fastest race laps by leading cars: Stommelen, 6, 8m 027s; 

Seb Be wala be ashe Seca 
ns, ® AS. 4. 10.4s; : 

ep 5, 8m 11 4s: Grohs_ pases se lap 5, 8m 182s; 


Haid: lap 21. Sm 22 2s lap 27, Sm 24. 95. ete 


—_ 


Notz’s win disallowed 


The BRSCC were a fine example of efficiency 
when they ran off eight races only three of which 
were under 15 laps, plus the DivinZ Galica/Philip 
Buliman match races in four. hours, despite one 
race being stopped and then restarted. Main race 
winner of the day was Oscar Notz who drove rar 
cleanly and tidily to theoretically take the AP 
FF2000 round, and even though eventual winner 
Geoff Friswell clearly thought that Notz 
deserved to win, he was given a ten second 
ny for a jumped start and dropped to fifth. 
io One winners were again John Brindley and 
Danny Alderton in the lower cost classes, while 
Brian Pepper ran away with the restarted luxury 
classed race after Malcolm Prior spun and was 
duly rammed by Ian Marshall; Gerry of the same 
ilk took the less expensive class in his Magnum. 
Bum award of the day goes to Wil Arif, who, with 
Howard Drake, proceeded to have a wheel 
knocking match at the start of the MCD 
championship round, cause four other cars to go 
off, and then go off again two corners later taking 
off another competitor. 
John Brindley got ahead at the start of the two 
cheaper class Radio One classes 15 lappers and 
stayed there. Towards half distance, it seemed as 
though his Mazda RX3 sae well be challenged 
severely by Peter Slade’s RX2, but at the moment 
that * es neve come rg soe wet oe 
v riefly while trying very hard at Paddoc. 
Bad that left Brindley with a 6s win and a lap 
record. Slade kept up for second place, while third 
looked to have been tied up by Eric Cook’s Mazda 
but he pitted after ten laps with the tyres going 
off. Thus third became a tremendous battle 
between Paul Haywood-Halfpenny’s Mazda RX3, 
engine builder Tim Swadkin in John Waterman’s 
Mexico and class leadmg Danny Alderton’s 
Honda Civic. Alderton had a tremendous time 
with the two bigger cars and they all swopped 
places for much of therace, Swadkin getting away 
at the end while the Mazda had 0.8s over 
Alderton’s Honda. 
finished second in class in the Elstree Plant 
Avenger. The first two cars in each class wer 
checked and found to be legal. : 
The ladies of the British Womens Racing 
Drivers Club were out next in Shellsports Escorts 
with strict instructions not to bend them as they 
were to be used at Oulton the next day. Viv West 
and Jill Rindlisbacher had dramatic looking spins 
early on, while Divina Galica was maintaining a 
useful lead. Behind her, Alison Davis was slowly 
being hauled in by Juliette Slaughter who got by 
on lap three and began to haul in Divina. The 
latter helped it all when she missed a gear, and it 
all became quite close but the order didn’t 
change at the end. However, both Divina and 
Alison lowered Tony Trimmer’s la 
Wendy Markey had a good dice with Maggie 
Anderson for fourth which she won by 1.2s while 


=> 


Trevor Moore as_ usual- 


record. ' 


Susan Tucker-Peake and Micki Chittenden spun 
out of their battle for sixth, leaving it to Sylvia 
Rouse. : 

When Nick Adams took off before flagdrop for 
the Sytner of Nottingham Clubmans round — so 
too did Vernon Davies, and both were duly 
docked 10s for a jump start. But instead of 
slotting in behind poleman Adams, Davies 
followed Peter Cooke’s Harrison, which lost drive 
very shortly after the start in a way that saw 
Davies crumple his nose in the back of the 
Harrison and retire. This left Adams out on his 
own, drawing away from Malcolm Jackson, 
followed by Martin Mansell and Chris Greville- 
Smith’s Phantom. And, apart from Adams’ 10s 
peneey. which landed him in second place at the 
end, that’s the way it would have stayed, had 
Greville-Smith not slowed at the end and been 
caught by sa bian Brown’s Team Camborough 
U2. Brown had passed both Peter Lovett and 
David Manely in a race that saw little action. 

Only about five drivers practised in the second 


FF2000 practice session, but two of them set. 


identical fastest time for the front row of the 
Allied Polymer Group FF2000 race. 


pole, but it was neighbour Oscar Notz’s Crosslé 
which took off into a lead he was never to lose 


until that slightly dubious 10s penalty was. 


imposed. Friswell took a yesh to get by Ian 
Taylor’s Dulon, while the other Ken Hensley 
Racing Dulon kept up the chase throughout, 


‘these three finishing in that order for 
championship points; and not altering position. 


Bernard Vermilio ended up fourth in the 


Merlyn, although Richard Piper flew past him’ 


after seven laps but that lasted only for two more 
laps for a plug lead came off, and Piper pitted 
briefly, but long enough to lose all his hard gained 
ae and drop out of the running. Notz took 
ifth overall on corrected time after a very good 
drive, while Tiff Needell completed the top six 
after running into misfirmg problems in practice 
which meant that he started so far back to never 
be really in therunning. ; 
Even though Brian Pepper’s General Beleye 
Opel Commodore was a second quicker than the 
rest in practice for the more expensive Radio One 
Production saloon car race, Rod Birley soon had 
the lead and had pulled out quite a gap to firstly 
Derrick Brunt’s BMW and then Pepper’s 
Commodore.. The other Commodores of Tony 
Lanfranchi and Noel Edmonds had both been 
delayed, the former by going wide at Clearways 
and the latter by breaking a plug, but it all came 
to nought anyway on the second lap. Malcolm 
Prior, who was dicing with Gerry Marshall and 
Nick Whiting in similar Vauxhall Magriums 
having practised with identical times, spun at 
Surtees and was duly collected by Ian Marshall’s 


MacInnes Amcrom Alfa Romeo which made both 
Close company: Edmonds heads Ivan Dutton and Bob Saunders after the re-start. 


Geoff. 
‘Friswell got it. first, and his Hawke was on the 


Gags, Dut the track was bad Diockec end tae race 
duly s i while the wrecked cers were 
removed In the time, the DJ got his Opel back 
onto the required number of pings. 

At the rerun, Birley’s start was even better, and 
only by determined driving did Pepper pass and 
catch the Capri after five laps, then to draw away 
to a 9s win. Once Lanfranchi had got poem the 
dicing Edmonds and Bob Saunders (Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint), he pulled in Birley but failed to 
catch him. Ivan Dutton passed and took the 
fourth placed bunch, but after seven la 
Edmonds spun at Graham Hill Bend, ligh 
touching the barrier after over-compensating for 
too much oversteer, and then Saunders spun at 
Clearways. But Dutton was caught by a class 
leading Marshall and this dice entertained the 
crowd for the last six laps, Dutton eras having 
enough horses to pull him past Marshall at the 
line, even though the Vauxhall fellow was quicker 
on the twiddly bits. Whiting and Allam were next 
home in their Vauxhalls, all Vauxhall drivers 
being cautioned about cutting the corner at 
Surtees, while Birley’s Capri was the only car not 
to be cleared at post race scrutineering, it being 
further looked at at a later date. 

It quickly became apparent that there were 
really only two cars that were going to fight out 
the lead for the Simoniz special saloon car race for 
the two bigger classes. Colin Hawker’s DF VW 
and Nick Whiting’s Escort quickly left the rest 
behind, headed Ey Peter Baldwin’s Mini, the 
yellow and blue cars having a repeat of their 
recent dices. Firstly Whiting led and thwarted 
Hawker’s advances into Paddock twice, but then 
when the VW made it on lap five, Whiting a 
the chase to the very last lap when the D 
slowed and trickled in second. Peter Baldwin kept 
up the chase in his 1.3 Mini, although he was at one 


time challenged by Brian Davidson’s Firenza only 


for it to spin at Clearways. Rob Mason’s 1.1 Imp 
and Freddy Heaney’s 1.3 Mini diced merrily for 
fourth, which went to Mason, although Davison - 
caught up. again towards the end only to pull off 
for good. Sixth then and like Heaney, lapped, was 
Grakiam ‘Goode who’d had a cof drive 
considering he needed a push start after the field 
had departed. ; 

There was nearly a grid of works Hawkes for 
the MCD FF qualifier for Derek Warwick, Derek 
Daly and Bernard Devaney were all present to 
bolster the. grid. Warwick had a very quick pole 
winning time, but surprisingly, it was neighbours 
Howard Drake and Wil Arit who took off into 
Paddock, Arif moving over on Drake on the 


BBC Radio One production saloon car championship round, £1601 ; 
to £2000 and up to £1600 (15 laps); overall and £1601 to £2000: 1, 
John Brindley ee Mazda RX3), 15m_16.2s, 70.94 mph; 2, Peter 
Slade (2.3 Mazda RX2), 15m 22.6s; 3, Tim Swadkin (1.6 Ford Escort 
Mexico), 15m 51.6s; 4, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny (2.3 Mazda RX3), 
15m 55.8s. Fastest lap: Brindley, im 0.2s, 71.98 mph (Record). Up 
to £1600: 1, Danny Alderton (1.2 Honda Civic), 67.94 mph; 2, 
Trevor Moore (1.6 Chrysler Avenger(; 3, Neville Knight (1.3 Simca 
Rallye 1). Fastest lap: Alderton, 1m 2.65s, 69.22 mph (Record). 

Shellsport Escort Sports, Ladies (10 laps): 1, Divina Galica, 10m 
50.6s, 66.60 mph; 2, Juliette Slaughter, 10m 50.8s; 3, Alison Davis, 
10, 51.2s; 4, Wendy Markey, 11m; 5, Maggie Anderson, 11m 1.2s; 6, 
Sylvia Rouse, 11m 11s Fastest lap: Galica’ Davis, 1m 3.6s, 68.13 
mph (Record). ; 

Sytner of Nottingham Club Sports championship round (15 laps): 
1, Malcolm Jackson (Mallock U2-Arden Mk 14), 11m 44s, 92.32 
mph; 2, Nick Adams (Mallock U2-Morgan Mk 18), 11m 51.4s; 3, 
Martin Mansell (Mallock U2-Abbott Mk 16), 11m 53s; 4, Creighton 
Brown (Mallock U2-Swindon Mk17B), 12m 3.4s; 5, Chris Greville- 
Smith (Phantom-Swindon P76), 12m 4.4s; 6, David Manley (Mallock 
poe Mk17B), 12m 11s. Fastest lap: Jackson, 45.8s, 94.61 
mph. : : ; 
Allied Polymer Group Formula Ford 2000 round (20 laps): 1, Geoff 
Friswell (Hawke-Scholar DL14), 16m 16.2s, 88.77 mph; 2, lan Taylor 
Dulon-Nelson ihe: 16m 19.6s; 3, Frank Sytner (Dulon-Nelson 

P18), 16m 21s; 4, Bernard Vermilio tee cholar Mk28), 16m 
21.2s; 5, Oscar Notz (Crossle-Titan 31F), 16m 22.2s; 6, Tiff Needell 
(Hawke-Holbay DL14), 16m 25.4s. Fastest lap: Notz, 47.6s, 91.03 
mph (Equals record). 

BBC Radio One Production saloon car championship, over £2400 
and £2001 to £2400 (15 laps); overall and over £2400: 1, Brian 
Pepper (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 14m 59.6s, 72.25 mph; 2, Rod 
Birley (3.0 Ford Capri 11), 15m 8s; 3, Tony Lanfranchi (2.8 Opel 
Commodore GS/E), 15m 8.6s; 4, lvan Dutton (3.0 Ford Capri 11), 
15m 25.4s. Fastest lap: Pepper, 59s, 73.44mph (Record). £2001 to 
£2400: 1, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 70.14 mph; 
2, Nick Whiting (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupe); 3, Jeff Allam (2.3 
wots Magnum Coupe). Fastest lap: Marshall, 1m 0.6s, 71.50 
mph. 

Simoniz Special Saloon Car Championship round (15 laps): 1, Nick 
Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort-BDG) 12m 26.6s, 86.94 mph; 2 Colin 
Hawker (3.0 VW-DFV), 12m 30.6s; 3, Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini 
Clubman GT), 13m 11s; 4, Rob Mason (1.1 Sunbeam Imp), 13m 
16.8s. Over 1300 cc: 1, Whiting, 86.94 mph; 2, Hawker; 3, Geoff 
Bedding (1.7 Ford pee Fastest lap: Hawker, 48.4s, 89.52 mph 
Record) 1001 cc to 1 cc: 1, Baldwin, 82.17 mph; 2, Mason; 3, 
‘ ony on (1.3 Mini). Fastest lap: Baldwin, 51.2s, 84.63 mph 

‘ecord). 

MCD Formula Ford championship round (10 laps): 1, Derek 
Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15), 8m 43.2s, 82.82 mph; 2, Philip 
Bullman (Crossle-Minister 30F), 8m 45.2s; 3, Mike Thompson 
Rostron-ASD CT 


times, one moving over on the other and he trymg 
not to end up on the grass. wr ay ae went 
sideways, and Devaney, Mike Alex 
Hawkridge and Derek Daly all ended up im the 


catch fencing in avoidance. Arif got as far as. 


Graham Hill Bend where he went autocrossing 
with Steve Dunlop after a display that left one 
with a bad taste. Meanwhile, Warwick led 
faultlessly to wim. Not far behind was Phillip 
Bullman after overtaking Mike Thompson's 
Rostron on lap four of the ten. Rob Wicken was 
fourth in front of Doug Wood, happy to finish for 
once. 

The consolation FF event went to Barry 
Aitkenhead who spent much of the race dicing 
with Willheim Von Tiejen’s Royale but after some 
cheeky overtaking manoeuvres by the latter, he 
was unwilling to have the same tricks paid on 
himself, and at Surtees, having moved over on 
Aitkenhead inside him, he found himself pushed 
away onto the grass and fifth place. Robin Dollar 
was waiting to cash in on just such an error and 
benefitted for second place. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS| 


Octagonal 
allsorts — 


The MGCC ran their annual Silverstone meeting 
last Saturday in blustery conditions which did 
little to discourage a fairly large crowd of MG 
enthusiasts (many of them MGCC members from 
various countries) gathering for their festival 
weekend. The fastest (and most exciting) scratch 
races were for the more modern MGs with 
victories going to Keith Ashby (MG Midget), Bill 
Nicholson (MGB) and Robert McElroy (MGAt/c). 


The major handicap events were won by Jon: 


Ansell’s Midget and John Targett’s MGB. A 
couple of high speed trials were run in soggy 
conditions in the morning when nearly everyone 
aN an award. 

he first races were a pair of handicap heats, the 
first going to Thomas Gray’s road going Midget 
which led from start to fish with a generous 
handicap. The second also saw a start-to-finish 
win for Colin Wilds’s Capri although he was 
chased throughout by Mike Chalk’s Sprite. A 
fivelap handicap for pre 1955 MGs went. to 
Stuart Dean’s TA by a huge margin although 
Gerry Brown’s rapid TC led the seriously handi- 
papped bunch after an exciting drive through the 
field from scratch. 

The first scratch race was for MGAs in various 
forms. Robert McElroy’s rapid twin-cam version 
soon established itself in front after early 
challenger Roy McCarthy had a apib. McElroy 
came home a clear winner from Michael Walker's 
pushrod car with the battling Mike Entwisle, 
McCarthy (now recovered) and Neil Cawthorn. 
The standard class went to Robert Innes-Kert. 

The Midget and Sprite thrash saw Ed Reeve’s 
supercharged Midget leading early on with Keith 
ahby's short stroke homely Bar ected car 
glued to his boot. This continued until Reeve lost 
his drive to the blower and Ashby went on to win. 
Reeve fell back into the clutches of the duelling 
Richard Oliver and Barrie Mutlow but just held 
them off, Next up was a good scrap between Chris 
Westell, James Thacker (now with a 1300 engine) 
and Martin Wilson which Thacker would have 
won had a plug lead not come adrift. The 1150 
class went to Peter Fontes and Harry Quinn had 
the best standard car. 

Surprise, surprise, Bill Nicholson won the MGB 
and C race. MG Bill led throughout and held off a 
stern challenge from Tony Palmer after Bay 
Sidery-Smith retired with a dead engine. Dere 


Grant’s hairy MGC was third with battling Terry. 


Osborne and Jim Loveday next up. John Targett 
took the standard class, managing to. beat a few 
modified cars on his way. 


The T type race was not one of the best with the. 


ying looking Oliver Rix Garages TC of 
erry Brown totally dominating the race, 


especially after his nearest puri ave Clewley 
blew up his similar car in a big way. This left Ron 
Gammons to take second almost a lap adrift 
while Glyn Giusti and Erik Benson finished side 
side for third after a good scrap. Peter Smith’s 
took the standard cless after a lonely drive. 


The 10 lap MG Championship handicap was 
confusmg for the spectator with many cars 
having credit laps but Jon Ansell’s 1.3 Midget got 
the lead with a couple of laps left and ran out a 


- Clear victor from John Targett’s MGB and Erik: 


Benson’s TC while Derek Grant (MGC), Neil 
Stevenson (MGA) and Martin Wilson (Midget) led 
the rest of the tightly bunched field. 

Don Smith’s generously see de J2 won 
the Triple-M handicap thrash although Andy 
McLennan’s J type provided most excitement. 
The final race was the 10 lap handicap final and 


‘John Targett completed a successful day for 


himself in winning by a healthy margin. Other 


_ names, VeNage eet during the day, followed him 


with Robert McElroy second from Gerry Brown, 
Alan Ward and Derek Grant. 


PETER RICHINGS 


’” Handicap laps): 1, Thomas Gray (1.3 MG Midget), 7m 22.8s, 65.37 

mph; 2, Peter Faulks (1.2 MG.TC), 7m 44.6s; 3, Robert Innes-Ker 

ee MGA), 7m 52.0s; 4, euy Ee uonytn welte is MG Midget), 7m 
2.2s;5, Peter Linn (1.2 MG.TD), 7m 53.2s; 6, 

7m 57.2s. Fastest lap: Ward, 1m 19.0s, 73.28mph. 

Handicap 6 laps): 1, Colin Wild (3.0 Ford Capri), 6m 28.6s, 74.48 
mph; 2, Mike Chalk (1.3 AH aprite), 6m 29.4s; 3, Jeremy Hunt (1.6 
U2 Mk 11/14), 6m 43,4s; 4, Gerry Brown (1.5 MG.TC), 6m 43.6s; 5, 
John Targett (1.8 MGB), 6m 47.0s; 6, Roy McCarthy (1.6 MGA), 6m 
48.0s. Fastest lap: Hunt, 1m 6.2s, 87.44 mph. 

Handicap Pre 1955 MGs (5 laps): 1, Stuart Dean (1.2 MG.TA), 7m 
29.6s, 63.51 mph: 2, Gerry Brown (1.5 MG.TC), 7m 40.0s; 3, oper 
Stanbury (2.5 MG 18/80), 7m 41.0s; 4, Dave Rouse (1.2 MG.YB), 7m 
42.4s; 5, Dermot Reynolds (850 MG.J), 7m 42.8s; 6, Harry 
bidet (1.5 MG.TB), 7m 43.0s. Fastest lap: Brown, 1m 13.4s, 

.87 mph. 

MGAs (5 laps) Overall: 1, Robert Rey ‘< .6 MGAt/c), 6m 24.8s 
75.22 mph; 2, Michael Walker (1.6 MGA), 6m 35.2s; 3, Mike 
Entwisle (1.6 MGA t/c), 6m 37.4s; 4, Roy McCarthy (1.6 MGA). 
Modified: 1, Walker, 73.24 mph; 2, McCarthy; 3, Neil Cawthorn (1.6 

“MGA). Fastest lap: McCarthy, 1m 14.8s, 77.39 mph. Standard: 1, 
Robert Innes-Kerr (1.5 MGA); 2, Keith Blight (1.6 MGA); 3, Neill 
Stevenson (1.6 MGA), 3, Neil Stevenson (1 .6 MGA). Fastest lap: Not 
given. Twin cams: 1, McElroy; 2, Entwisle; 3, Roger Daniell (1.6 MGA 
t/c). Fastest lap: McElroy, 1m 15.0s, 77.18 mph. 

Midgets and AH Sprites (5 laps). Overall and over 1150cc: 1, 
Keith Ashby (1.3 MG Midget), 5m 53.0s, 81.99mph; 2, Ed Reeve (1.3 
MG Midget s/c), 6m 03.4s; 3, Richard Oliver (1.3 MG Midget), 6m 
03.6s; 4, Barrie Mutlow (1.3 AH Sprite), 6m 03.8s. Fastest: lap: 
Reeve, 1m 7.6s, 85.63 mph. Upto 1150cc: 1, Peter Fontes (1.1 AH 
Sprite); 2, Dave Paige (1.1 MG Midget). No other starters. Fastest 
lap: not Bion, Standard: 1, Larry Quinn (1.3 MG Midget), 68.20 

‘mph; 2, Mick Marks (1.1 MG Midget); 3, Dave Richardson (1.3 MG 

Mid IE Fastest lap: Quinn, 1m 22.8s, 69.91 mph. 

M and MGCs 65 laps): Overall: 1, Bill Nicholson (1.8 MGB), 6m 
1.6s, 80.04 mph; 2, Tony Palmer (1.8 MGB), 6m 3.6s; 3, Derek 

Grant (3.0 MGC), 6m 9.4s; 4, Terry Osborne (1.8 MGB), 6m 20.4s. 
MGBs: 1, Nicholson; 2, Palmer; 3, Osborne. Fastest lap: Nicholson, 
im 9.6s, 83.17 mph. MGCs and MGB v8s: 1, Grant, 78.35 mph; 2, 
Rob Davis (3.5 MGB oe Peter Tilly (3.0 MGC). Fastest Ns rant, 
‘1m 11.4s, 80.08 mph. Standard: 1, John Targett (1.8 MGB), 72.14 

¢mph; 2, Ricky Podmore (1.8 MGB); 3, Arthur Vowden (1.8 MGB). 
Fastest lap: Targett, 1m 18.2s, 74.03 mph. : 

MGT-types (10 laps). Overall and Modified: 1, ee Brown (1.5 
MG.TC), 12m 39.6s, 76.21 meh; 2, Ron Ganmons (1.5 MG.TC), 13m 
14.2s; 3, Glyn Giusti (1.3 MG.TB), 13m 22.8s; 4, Erik Benson (1.5 
MG.TC), 13m 23.2s. Fastest fap: Brown, 1m 14.88, 77.39 mph. 
Standard: 1, Peter Smith (1.2 MG.TD), 64.24 mph; 2, Stuart Dean 

pe MS TS 3, Pete Linn (1.2 MG.TD). Fastest lap: Smith, 1m 28.0s, 
65.78 mph. l 

MG Championship Handicap (10 laps): 1, Jon Ansell (1.3 MG 
Midget), 11m 40.2s, 77.74 mph; 2, John Targett (1.8 MGB), 11m 
55.0s; 3, Erik Benson (1.5 MG.TC), 12m 20.0s; 4, Derek Grant (3.0 
MGC), 12m 25.4s; 5, Neil Stevenson (1.6 MGA), 12m 25.4s; 6, 
Martin Wilson ie MG Midget), 12m 27.0s. Fastest lap: Edward 
Reeve (1.3 MG Midget s/c), 1m 7.0s, 86.40 mph. 

's (5 laps): 1, Don Smith (850 MG J2), 7m 25.6s, 
52.41 mph; 2, Mike Hewson (850 MG.M), 7m 35.2s; 3, Richard 


Beresford (850 MG.J2), 7m 44.8s; 4, Mike Garton go MG.PA), 7m 


Handicap Final (10 rae 1, John Targett (1.8 MGB), 12m Os, 
lroy (1.6 MGA tic), 12m 13.0s; 3, Gerry 


aoe 


Rob Turnbull created anew class record with his B&W Brabham on only his first visit to Barbon. 


lan Ward (1.6 MGA), . 


- came from Richard 


BARBON MANOR 


Cramer's 
May victory 


Chris Cramer took the Grunhalle Lager March 
76A to his first RAC Hillclimb Championship vic- 
tory of the year at Barbon on Saturday, leaving 
Alister Douglas-Osborn with the consolation of 
having set a new outright hill record during the 
Class runs. The Westmorland Motor Club put on 
an enjoyable and well run meeting to celebrate 
Barbon’s 25th Anniversary, being in turn assisted 
in this by sponsorship from Fermanite Ltd. 

With the majority of the classes going to 
predictable winners, it was even more surprising 
that both Chris Dowson and Rob Turnbull were 
making their first ever visits to the hill — Turn- 
bull ene. ret another Class record in his B&W 
Brabham BT35 and Dowson maintaining his joint 
leadership of the RAC Leaders Championship 
with Russ Ward. Another Class winner, - John 
Meredith moved into undisputed third place in 
the same Championship. 

Alister Douglas-Osborn had been fastest in 
practice and then proceeded to break the outright 
hill record on both his class runs, on the second, 
the 3 litre Motosail (Jersey) Pilbeam R22 takin 
just 23.46s to climb the half-mile track. Wit 
Chris Cramer also under the 24 second mark and 
Roy Lane lurking a further tenth of a second 


_ behind, everything was set for a spectacular fin- 
ish 


The temperature had fallen considerably by the 
time the Championship Runs took place and it 
seemed unlikely that the hill record would take a 
further pounding, ae individual improve- 
ments were clearly possible. The first of these 
ones who had qualified for 
the Championship Runs for the third consecutive 
meeting and now made two neat runs in the Sur- 
tees TS10 to take ninth place just ahead of 
Malcolm Dungworth’s Brab -Repco. Sir Nick 
Williamson never really settled in the March 741 
and slipped back to take eighth place despite a 
well controlled second climb of 25.04s. Ken Mac- 
Master was another driver who never seemed to 
regain his normal fluency and must have been dis- 
sp pouitee with rather twitchy handling of the 

odus, his best time of 24.98s being good enough 
for seventh place. : 

David Franklin qualified his March 742 in sixth 
place and finished sixth in the Run-off with a 
somewhat ragged 24.58s second climb. For the 
last two years John Cussins has taken FTD at 
Barbon in the W & G Brabham-Repco, but this 
year he found the Chevron B32 much more of a 
handful and had to be content with fifth place 
after a couple of fairly eventful climbs. Martyn 
Griffiths continues with his saga of Champion- 
ship problems, this time taking the whole of the 
front end of the car ahead of the monocoque off on 
the banking when he skidded in the hairpi 
approach during practice — probably due to the 
greasy condition of the new track surface at this 

int. Rapid team-work in the Paddock got the 

vern Advertising March 74B to the line agam 
for the Class runs, with Martyn qualifymg fourth 
> 


es 


fastest and then consolidating this placing with a 
sedatei!) 2452=. 


Roy Leme hes mever won a es poe 3 : 
imse 


Round at Barbon, but this year he foun 
in the lead at the end of the first runs with a fine 


23.89s, his second run time being a slightly edgey - 


= fee was to be more important than he 


“*Brris Cramer has been experimenting with 
various aerodynamic settings on the March 76A 


and these clearly paid-off in the Championship | 


Runs, the big black and white Grunhalle Lager 
sponsored car looking superb as it shot up the 
main straight and into the hairpin approach. With 
a first run time of 24.12s and everythi 
for, Chris really wound up the 3.4 litre Coswort 


for his second run and found just a fraction more 


speed out of the hairpin to record 23.89s — the 
same time as Roy Lane but a tenth of a second 
better on aggregate. 

This put Chris Cramer into the lead, for Alister 
Douglas-Osborn had failed on his first run when a 
real stormer had ended in a series of lurid slides at 
the hairpin — fortunately with no more damage 
than a bent top link. Everything thus depended 
on Al’s last run, rapid Paddock work getting the 
Pilbeam to the line for a well controlled 24.41s, 
taking third place behind Cramer and Lane. 


BOB COOPER 


BTD: Alister Douglas-Osborn (3.0 Pilbeam R22.DFV), 23.46s (New 
Bill J. Meredith (13 2951s; R. White (1.6 Escort 
RS) 30.31s; R. Ward (1.3 A/H Sprite sc) 28.62s; D. Rutherford (1.7 
Morgan 4/4) 29.91s; R. Smith (1,5 Frazer Nash) 38.24s; R. Prest (1.6 
Mallock U2 Mk 16) 

Dowson Go Brabham BT15 sc) 27.27s; R. Turnbull (1.6 Brabham 
BT35) 25.78s (Record); Sir N. Williamson (3.0 March 741.DFV) 
24.74s (Class Record A. Douglas-Osborn 23.46s); J. McCartney (2.5 
OS Ba Rea (Record). } 

RAC Championship Runs: 1, Chris Cramer (3.4 Grunhalle Lager 
March 76A.Cosworth) 23.89s; 2, Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine 
GM1. Chevrolet) 23.89s; 3, Alister Dou 41s; 4, Mar 
Griffiths (2.2 March 74B.Hart) 24.52s; 5, John Cussins (5.7 Chevron 
B32. Chevrolet) 24.56s; 6, David Franklin (2.0 March 742.BMW) 
24.58s; 7, Ken MacMaster (2.2 Modus M4.Hart) 24.93s; 8, Sir 
Nicholas Williamson 25.04s; 9, Richard Jones (2.0 Surtees TS10) 
25.17s; 10, Malcolm Dungworth (5.0 Brabham BT35.Repco) 25.24s. 
Championship Positions after four Rounds: 1, R. Lane 38Pts.; 2, K. 
MacMaster 26; 3. Sir N. Williamson 25; 4, A. Douglas-Osborn 24; 5, 
D. Franklin 23; 6, C. Cramer 21; 7, M. Griffiths 17; 8, J. Cussins 17; 
9, R. Turnbull 8; 10, R. Brown 7. ’ 
RAC Leaders Crimi cep after four Rounds: 1, C. Dowson and R. 
Ward 36Pts; 3, J. Meredith 27; 4, M. White 22; 5, S. Watts and D. 
Welch 18; 7, C. Barter and P. Blankstone 16. 


hing to play. 


27.16s; R. Speak (3.0 Chevron B19) 26.50s;-C.. 


4, Martyn. 


The Manchester Evening News — promoted. 
“Family Day Out” at Oulton Park last Monday 
once again attracted a large crowd to enjoy 


‘traction engines, a fun fair, aerobatics, SPARKS 
celebrities and Bunny girls. There was also some 


motor racing organized by the BRSCC NW 


‘Centre, the highlights of which were wins for Iain 
-McLaren in the third round of the RAC’s 2-litre 


Sues car championship and Kenny Gray in the 
‘ownsend Thoresen FF1600 round. 

Despite splitting their resources around several 
circuits, the Formula Ford 1600 drivers still 
turned up in considerable strength in the quest 
for more Townsend Thoresen points, with Kenny 
Gray rejoining the fray to show this year’s stars 


how to do it. From pole position under the lap. 


record, Kenny took his new Scorpion Racing 
Royale RP21 to a convincing win in the first heat 
from David Kennedy, whose Minister engine was 
feeling the effects of its contmental forays and 
left his Crosslé 30F short of revs. Bobby Scott’s 
Merlyn Mk29A settled for third but fellow South 
African Trevor van Rooyen had to retire his 
Royale RP21 with dirt in the engine after a first- 
lap spin at Lodge. The second heat began as a 
tussle between the Hawkes of Rick Morris and 
Derek Daly but the latter, driving unrelated Dan 
Daly’s DL15, had the rear end come loose and had 
a wild moment at Druids, allowing David Lang in 
the Tiga to close up. On lap 4 Lang bumped eit 
at e, the two cars slewing across the trac 
and delaying themselves and everyone else but 
Morris, who went on to win easily. Mike Blanchet 
brought his new Lola T440 through to second 
after Ken Pekame bed crashed his Hawke-like 
Jamun T5B at Old Hall, while Lang fell foul of a 
spinning Mike (Crosslé 25F) Taylor at the same 
comer during his recovery drive and reduced the 
Tiga “to a cardboard box job.” Daly retired from 
his incident with a holed radiator. . 

The final was run on a wet track, treated with 


Tain McLaren out-drags Ian Bracey’s Lola and the rest of the field at the start of the spectacular sports car race. 
sereece accent f - es bat ee 2B 
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McLaren's day out 


circumspection by the leaders. Gray took the lead 
at once and stayed there throughout while Morris 
took over second from Kennedy on the second lap 
and held off the Irishman’s challenge in the 
closing stages as the track dried a little and the 
Crosslé began to handle better, although Morris 
was himself troubled by locking front brakes. 
Scott had to contend with an early challenge from 
the enterprising Brian Thompson in a modi 
but obsolescent Royale RP16 for fourth, but the 
latter became too enthusiastic at Cascades after 
five laps and clobbered the Armco. Blanchet 
posed Scott at half-distance to secure fourth for 
is new car, while John Kent’s: ex-Geoff Lees 
white Royale RP21 inherited the last point and 
sixth place on the last lap when Richard Jones 
spun his tatty but effective Hawke DL11 at Old: 
all, Kent having driven well from the back of the 
grid after a spin in his heat at the same corner. 
What a pity we don’t see 2-litre sports cars 
more often and in greater quantity, for they are 
spectacular, noisy and fast. John Lepp’s Ultra- 
arch was the only car under the minute in 
ractice, on 59.0s, exactly 1s better than Iain 
cLaren’s ex-works Chevron B26. But the March 
refused to fire on the grid and, when it was pushed 
into life to set about the back markers, it only 
lasted a few laps before one of the fuel injectors 
played up and, after several pitstops, the car 
retired with a new lap record to its credit. 
McLaren was left unchallenged, lapping all bar 
second man, rhubarb king, Pete Smith in his ex- 
KVG Chevron B31, on his way to victory. Richard 
Sutherland drove a good race from the fifth row to 
fourth place in his Chevron B19/23 before the 
metering unit belt came off at Clay Hill and he 
had to coast to the pits for another. This left the 
smart Chandler Ibec/DRA Lola T294Ss of the 
Tans Harrower and Bracey to take fourth and 
Ne ahead of Bob Marsland’s Hart-powered B31 
evron. < e 
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An awe-inspiring and nostalgic re-creation as the classic car field begins a wheel-bending first lap. 


SNETTERTON 


Fine drive for an Oscar 


Oscar Notz was penalised out of first place at 
Brands last Sunday, having allegedly jumped the 
start. The following day, at Snetterton, he again 
took the chequered flag and this time he was not 
denied the spoils of of victory. The Venezuelan 
dominated the feature FF2000 race which he 
started from pole, in this Crosslé, and quickly 
established himself in a secure lead. It was a very 
popular win, being Oscar’s first — but surely not 
his last — in this country and many others, 
including drivers who shared the front of the 
Brands grid with him, deemed it poetic justice. 
The BRSCC ran their Bank Holiday offering at 
a leisurely pace with only six races on the 
programme. The large crowd drawn by the 
various Radio One attractions were entertained 
by several race-long duels at the front end of the 
field. It was evident, from the small number of 
cars on the grids, that we were at the end of a long 
weekend’s racing. The sight of just ten starters 
for the cheaper Radio One fifteen lapper brought 
shakes of the head from many doubters. sing ad 
they were wrong, the Mazda RX3s of Eric Coo 
ad John Brindley battled it out at the front 
nearly all the way. Cook led initially until 
Brindley pushed through on the inside of Riches 
on lap five. They were never more than two 
length’s apart but as they entered the Esses for 
the final time they caught up to three back 
markers. Cook, the flying butcher who, to quote 
commentator Norman Greenway “had much at 
stake” had to take to the grass as he attempted to 
follow Brindley past the slower cars. The 
resultant moment allowed the Denim special of 
Brindley to finish the race comfortably ahead. 
Sohn was followed home by Peter Slade (Mazda 
BX3) who had chased them hard all the way and 
sithough Cook was stationary for well over half a 
=inute, he restarted to claim third. In the cheap 
eless Danny Alderton (Honda Civic) again 
outpaced his rivals finishing a fine fourth 


The Hitachi Special Saloon round followed a 


effort to re-pass 


victory for Ward. Alan Humberstone (1.0 Imp) 
was a very distant third and eventually managed 
to shake off Peter Day’s class-winning 850 Mini, 


both of whom had worked their way free of an 


eight car squabble. 

Stu Baird from the outside of the front row 
headed away the Allied Polymer Group FF2000 
qualifier in his Hawke DL14. Baird still led at the 
completion of the first lap but he was under 
tremendous pressure from Oscar Notz (Crosslé 
31F) and Geoff Friswell (Hawke DL14). Fourth 
place man appeared out of Russell all crossed up 
and in an instant there were cars and dust every- 
where. Out on the spot were Syd Fox (Elden) and 
Frank Sytner (Dulon) while Richard Piper made it 
to the pits before retiring his Sark. This allowed 
the leading three to break away. Notz, morale 
victor the previous day, quickly moved ahead and 
consolidated his position every lap. He treated the 
backmarkers with the caution they deserved and 
made no mistake to win very convincingly. 
Friswell also displaced Baird as the latter fell 
away at half distance but renewed his challenge in 
the closing stages and failed by only 0.6s to catch 
the Wizz. Roger Orgee, having started from a 
a grid position, found himself a clear piece of 
track during the opening lap 
capitalised on it to hold fourth for the first half of 
the race but he was yee handling problems 
with his Elden Mk18. A wishbone had broken in 
practice and resulted in a shunt at the Esses and 
although Roger had repaired the car it was 


handling badly, and when the seat broke midway 


through the race both Ian Taylor (Dulon MP18) 
and Tiff Needell (Hawke DL14) went past. Taylor 
began to make an impression on the dudline 
Friswell and Baird until the exhaust system broke 
and slowed him. 

Three cars from Lord Bradford’s Weston Park 


Racing Team filled the front row of the grid for. 


the Classic Saloon car championship round. 
Gordon Bruce (Jaguar Mk9) on pole and Bob 
Meacham (Jaguar 2.4) from the centre rushed off 
into the distance to finish 1-2 but the third car, 
the Jaguar MkVII, of Craig Hinton had to suffer 
the ignominy of being beaten by Andy 
McLeunan’s A35. McLennan won the small class 
by a long, long way while other class winners were 
Mike Hawes (MG Magnette) and Mike Bennion 
(Ford Zephyr) despite a long agricultural moment 


by the latter on the last lap. 
as entertammeg as the first. Briley 6.9 Cen 


mélée and 


finally triumphed by one-third of a car’s length 
from Brian Pepper (Opel Commodore). Pepper, 
who had taken the lead in the closing stages and 
appeared to have broken clear of Birley, did it all 
wrong at the Esses, dropped to second and almost 
retireved it again, setting fastest pp Ivan 
Dutton bounced his 3.0 Capri over all the kerbs he 
could find and just kept ahead ef Derrick Brunt 
(BMW 3.0 Si). Simon Watson, also BMW 
mounted, won his race-long duel with Tony 
Lanfranchi (Opel Commodore) by one length. 

“Tt was easier than driving on the road — I had 
no opposition’? commented a_ truthful Alex 
Hawkridge after he had comfortably won the non- 
championship FF1600 event with his Royale 
RP21. John Conway (Merlyn Mk20) was second 
and provided the only surprise in the processional 
race when he successfully out-dragged his rival 
Robin Green (Van Diemen RF75) between Russell 
and the start/finish line on the last lap. 


ANDY LEEDER 


BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon Car Championship round, £1601- 
£2000 and up to £1600 (15 laps): 1, John Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3), 
22m 06.4s, 78.04mph; 2, Peter Slade (2.3 Mazda RX2), 22m 10.2s; 
3, Eric Cook (2.0 Mazda RX3), 22m 46.6s; 4, Danny Alderton (1.2 
Honda Civic), 23m, 16.2s. £1601-£2000: 1, Brindley, 78.04mph; 2, 
Slade; 3, Cook. Fastest lap: Cook, 1m 26.0s, 80.25mph (record). Up 
to £1600: 1, Alderton, 74.1 4mph; 2, Neville Knight (1.3 Simca Rallye 
1); 3, Trevor Moore (1.6 Chrysler Avenger). Fastest lap: Alderton, 
1m 31.6s, 75.34mph (record). 

Hitachi Special Saloon et round, 851-1000cc and up to 
850cc (15 laps): 1, Jeff Ward (1.0 Chrysler Gretham Imp), 19m 
49.6s, 87.02mph; 2, Rob Mason (1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 20m 11.2s; 3, 
Alan Humberstone (1.0 Hillman Imp), 20m 57.0s; 4, Peter Day (850 
Mini), 21m 03.6s. 851-1000ce: 1, Ward, 87.02mph; 2, Mason; 3, 
Humberstone. Fastest lap: Ward, 1m 17.8s, 86.70mph. Up to 850cc: 
1, Day, 81.92mph; 2, David Enderby (Mini); 3, Terry Pryce (Mini). 
Fastest lap: Enderby, 1m 22.2s, 83.96mph (record). 

Allied Polymer Group FF2000 Championship round (20 laps): 1, 
Oscar Notz (Crosslé-Titan 31F), 23m 20.6s, 98.55mph: 2, Geoff 
Friswell (Hawke-Scholar sy 23m 28.2s; 3, Stuart Baird (Hawke- 
Scholar DL14), 23m 28.8s; 4, lan Taylor (Dulon-Nelson MP18), 23m 
33.8s; 5, Tiff Needell og eg DL14), 23m 38.6s; 6, Roger 
Orgee (Elden-Nelson Mk18), 23m 51.6s. Fastest lap: Notz, Im 
08.8s, 100.31 mph (record). : 

Classic Saloon Car Championship round, over 2700cc, 1902- 
2700cc, 1252-1901cc and up to 1251cc (10 laps): 1, Gordon Bruce 
2.4 Jaguar Mk9), 15m 52.4s, 72.46mph; 2, Bob Meacham (Jaguar 

.4), 15m 56.4s; 3, Andy McLennan (950 Austin A35), 16m 39.4s; 4, 
Craig Hinton (3.4 Jaguar MKVII), 16m 42.6s. Over 2700cc: 1, 
Hinton, 68.83mph; 2, Peter Defee (Jaguar MkVII); 3, S. G. Jones 
Jaguar MkVIl). Fastest lap: Hinton, 1m 38.2s, 70.28mph. 1902 to 
700cc: 1, Bruce, 72.46mph; 2, Meacham; 3, Mike Bennion (2.5 
Ford Zephyr. Fastest lap: Bruce, 1m 33.6s, 73.73mph (establis 
record). 1252 to 1901cc: 1, Mike Hawes (MG Ma Gace 16m 43.8s, 
68.75mph; 2, Miles Marshall (1.5 Borgward Isabella); 3, Philip 
Smythe (Wolseley 15/50). Fastest lap: Hawes and Marshall, im 
38.2s, 70.28mph (establishes record). Up to 1251cc: 1, McLennan, 
16m 39.4s, 69.05mph; 2, M. F. Cox (Austin A35); 3, Jo Bailey Morris 
Minor). Fastest lap: McLennan, 1m 37.6s, 70.71mph (esta 


record). 

BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon Car Championship round, over 
£2401 and £2001-£2400 (15 aps): overall and over £2401: 1, Rod 
Birley (3.0 Ford Capri), 21m 57.0s, 78.60mph; 2, Brian Pepper (2.8 
Opel Commodore), 21m 57.0s; 3, lvan Dutton (3.0 Ford Capri), = 
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by John Bolster : 
THE BENTLEY DONINGTON 


All the vintage virtues 


In the world of sports cars, the appeal of the 
vintage Bentley persists and nothing has ever 
replaced it. Modern road-burners have many 
virtues, but they lack the immaculate detail work 
that enchants the engineering purist and they 
won't complete 100,000 hard-driven miles without 
an overhaul. Now, an open sports car is available 
which again fulfils these requirements, but it also 
equals the performance and __ handling 
characteristics of the most exotic modern 
creations. 

The Bentley Donington is manufactured by 
John Guppy and Dudley Beck of Johnard Vintage 


Car Repairs Ltd, Blandford, Dorset. It is in no - 


sense a ‘“‘special’’, all the components being 
standard Rolls-Royce or Bentley parts and there- 
fore replaceable anywhere. The chassis frame is 
‘shortened and modified, while the engine and 
radiator are moved an enormous distance to the 
rear. The light-alloy V8 of 6.3/6.8 litres, or the 
straight-six of 4.3/4.6/4.9 litres, may be chosen. 
Curiously enough, the complete rebuilding, which 
all the engines undergo, may be more costly in the 
case of the smaller unit and the weight is about 
the same. 

Based on the MkVI Bentley, the chassis is 
engineered to last for ever. The partners.have a 
conscience, and they refuse to touch a Bentley 
which still has a sound and original body. How- 
ever, many bodies reach the end of their useful 
lives while the chassis are still as good as new, so 
there should be sufficient basic material available 
for this relatively small market. 

As the cars are built to order, many details 
would normally be specified by the customer, but 
a prototype has been completed which I was able 
to drive; though it differs in a few details from 
production cars as a result of experience, which 
will appear in the following paragraphs. The 
shortened frame has had its cruciform bracing 
removed, to permit the engine and gearbox to 
take up their rearward position, but a pair of 
extra members are slanted across the chassis, 
connecting the forward part of the side channels 
with the main rear cross-member. 

The independent front suspension, roll-bar and 
steering are MkVI, with 1} turns cut off the 
coilsprings; increased castor angle is necessary 
with the much lighter car. The front hydraulic 
brakes are standard, with copiously slotted back 
plates, but the rear brakes are converted from 
mechanical to hydraulic operation, with a 
standard type of Lockheed wheel cylinder. A 
servo could be used but has not been employed on 
the test car, very light braking being considered 
undesirable by most experienced sports car 
drivers. The rear semi-elliptic springs are 


reinforced by trailing arms, which act as anti- 
tramp bars. 
Although the standard axle centre could be 
used, the variety of ratios available would be 
limited and the imstallation of a limited-slip 


Based on the Mk VI Bentley, the Donin ton’s bod 


A temporary left-hand gearlever was fitted. 


The V8 engine ensured tremendous acceleration. 


differential would present problems. Accordingly, 
a Salisbury unit, of Jaguar type, has been chosen, 
with extra plates to give the limited-slip diff an 
almost racing-type response. Wolfrace light-alloy 
wheels are on the prototype, but there are 
alternatives, such as wire wheels on splined hubs. 
A pistol-grip hand brake will be replaced by a 
horizontal lever and the conversion to central 
change on the gearbox has not been finalised for 
production. 

The body is a sturdy, doorless glassfibre tub 
with a detachable hood and sidescreens, the tail 
consisting of a slab tank and spare wheel. The 


is constructed around a sturdy.glass fibre tub. 


.Chassis: Channel-section steel chassis, 


roduction cars will have the scuttle extended 

ther back, to bring the screen closer to the 

occupants, and the top rail will be a little higher as 
the car tends to be beetle-browed at present. 


Road impressions 
The driving position gives a splendid view and 
one iminadin tele feels in command of the 
situation. With less than half the weight of a 
Camargue to pull, the big V8 really has a ball 
Although geared at 28mph per 1000rpm — or 
140mph at 5000rpm if you prefer — the car will 
make quite a rapid getaway on top gear and first 
is never used. Naturally, the acceleration is 
tremendous, whether the gearbox is used or not. 
It is the traction which is so outstanding. The 
combination of the limited-slip differential, antt 
tramp suspension, and rearward weight distribu- 
tion adding up to an unbelievable grip of the road., 
Wheelspin is simply no problem, but on sharp 
corners the back may be swung round under 


_perfect control. A touch of the throttle skates the 


tail into line, but the car then leaves the corner in 
a great leap forward, all the power going into the 
road without burning rubber. , 

The Bentley Bratece normally has a light, 
sensitive control from its right-hand lever. The 
temporary left-hand conversion of the prototype 
left something to be desired, and the production 
cars will have a new design. Personally, I prefer a 
right-hand change, with gear and brake levers 


-outside the body in the case of a sports car, but 


perhaps that dates me! The foot pedals are well 
arranged for heel and toe, the steering wheel 
position being adjustable. 

A fairly hefty prod is required for emergency 
braking, but the power is there. The constructors 
are reluctant to fit discs as these would be non- 
Bentley items, but they reckon the well-ventilated 


-drums should cope with a Silverstone ten-lapper. 


The engine and transmission are as quiet as would 
be expected, but the test car had a deep exhaust 
burble with a typical V8 “beat”; no doubt the 
sound level is a matter for the customer to decide. 
Inlet silencing was absent from the prototype, 
but an adaptation of the standard Rolls-Royce 
equipment will be schemed to fit under the low 
bonnet. : 

I enjoyed driving the Bentley Donington enor- 
mously, It has all the vintage virtues, yet it is so 
quick that it can blow almost anything off the 
road without trying. While I detest pseudo- 
vintage cars, there’s no pretence about this 
tough, functional open sports car. Above all, it is 
still a genuine Bentley, with all that the name 
implies. 

SPECIFICATION 
Car Described: Bentley Donington open sports two-seater, price 
£8478 including tax. 
Engine: V8 cylinders 104.1 x 91.4mm (6230cc). Pushrod-operated 
overhead valves. Twin SU carubrettors. _. ~— 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. Four-speed gearbox with 
synchromesh on upper three gears, ratios 1.0, 1.33, 2.05, and 2.99 
to 1. Hypoid rear axle with limited-slip differential, ratio 2.88 to 1. 
is, boxed in stressed areas. 
Independent front suspension. by unequal-length wishbones, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar and hydraulic dampers. Cam and roller 
steering gear. Rear axle on semi-elliptic springs with radius arms 
and adjustable hydraulic dampers. Lockheed tandem master 
cylinder operating Bentley drum brakes. Bolt-on Wolfrace light-alloy 
wheels, fitted Dunlop SP Sports ER70VR 15 tyres. 
Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev 
counter. Oil pressure, water temperature and fuel gauges. 


Windscreen wipers and washers. Flashing direction indicators. 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 9ft lin. Track 4ft 10ins. Weight 20} cwt. 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Buncombe’s Chimp in 
trouble — Croucher objects 


Despite his letter and signed photo- 
graphs from Peter Jowitt, the RAC 
scrutineer, which notifies scrutineers 
that as far as he’s concerned, the car 
is legal, Jonathan Buncombe’s 
Chevron-based Hillman Imp ran into 
trouble last Monday at Thruxton. 
Buncombe entered the race to do 
some gear ratio sorting, but found 
himself protested at setabineering 
stage by Nick eee 5 RA 
scrutineer Norman roucher 
checked it and slung it out on two 
counts: “‘the spoiler fitted to the car 
is not continuous with the boot lid 
surface” and ‘‘the wheelbase is not 
as prescribed by the manufacturer”. 
The former reason is thought to 
have something to do with the fact 
that a feeler gauge could be inserted 
between wing and bodywork, which 
it can be on most cars as wings are 
only pop rivetted on to cars anyway. 
erhaps it’s significant that 
Nick iting himself was running 
without his normal rear spoiler. Of 


New FF from 
Supemova 


On display in the paddock at 
Silverstone on Monday was Ian 
Williams’ new FF1600 Supernova 
SFF76. This is the first FF design 
from the company which has 

reviously specialised in FSV and 
eo also produced an F3. The car at 
Silverstone was one of the inital six 
destined for Fred Opert in the USA, 
hence its use of Gotti wheels and was 
also fitted with an F3 nose — hence 
its wing stubs — although British 
cars will naturally be fitted with the 
mandatory steel wheels and a tidier 
nose. The chassis is based on the 
successful FSV (the prototype 
having been tested satisfactorily by 
John Morrison) and Williams hopes 
to have three or four cars on the 
British circuits this season. 


Saboteur 
strikes Elden 
again 


He didn’t have much time, but 
somewhere between the Brands 
Hatch paddock and the pits, the man 
who wishes Elden to go broke witha 
vengeance, manag to slip yet 
another A a body into the 
carburettor of Frank Bradley’s 
Elden on Sunday. And when the 
head was taken off later, there it 
was, sitting nicely on top of piston 
four. The saboteur had struck again, 
again causing Bradley a non-start in 
an APG FF2000 round. 
@ A familiar face out again in a 
Epuite at Oulton Park was Tony 
illiams who has repurchased his 
old car “for very much less than we 
sold it for’ after a couple of dis- 
appointing seasons in Formula Ford 
with a Dulon. A win in the wet at 
Rufforth on Saturday, well ahead of 
Gordon. Howie, when he should have 
been running in the rebuilt engine, 
led to his retirement at Oulton but 
Tony promises to be out from time to 
time in the various northern rounds 
of the modsports championships “‘to 
stir things upa bit.” 
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course, an Imp’s boot lid surface is in 
front of the driver, and it’d hardly be 
likely that he’d have a wing mounted 
there anyway! 

What worries Buncombe much 
more is whether he'll get past 
scrutineering at Silverstone’s second 
Tricentrol Super Saloon champion- 
ship round this weekend. Croucher is 
again the scrutineer at the meeting, 
and he obviously has scant regard 
for colleague Jowitt’s observations, 
although it was alleged that he said 
the car was legal, but not within the 
spirit of the formula. Buncombe is 
concentrating on the Tricentrol 
series. 

Buncombe has lodged an appeal 
against Croucher’s decision, 
complete with £50 appeal fee, after 
much unhelpful advice from the 
stewards of the meeting who were 
obviously not sympathetic. 
However, it may mean that we shall 
be deprived of a good Super Saloon 
race at Silverstone this weekend. 


Janet McPherson — FF and Saloon 
crashes. 


Problems 


Janet McPherson, one of this 


‘country’s faster lady racing drivers, 


has been in the wars lately. A month 
ago she was involved in an accident 
at Mallory which shook her up quite 
badly. No sooner had she returned to 
the circuits in her rebuilt Crosslé 30F 
during a private test session at 
Aintree than a very slow driver in 
another car swerved in front of her 
and sent her into “the only seven 
feet of armco that Aintree’s got’. 
Exit the Crosslé once more, severely 
crumpled but an undaunted Janet 
was out with her old Lotus 61MX at 
Oulton last Monday only to become 
involved in someone else's spin in the 
heat. 

She was then given a drive in the 

SPARKS ShellSport Escort race and 
was showing everyone how to do it 
by leading for seven laps when 
Jonathan Woodall came rock-aping 
past and forced her over the kerbs at 
the Folly. She resumed to take 
second after Woodall had eliminated 
the leader only to lose concentration 
on the slowing down lap at Old Hall 
and crashed the car heavily, for- 
tunately without personal injury. 
@ A new Lotus Europa prepared for 
modsports appeared at Silverstone 
last week driven by James Hall. It 
was obviously only just finished and 
suffered all manner of teething 
troubles but could be worth watch- 
ing in the future. 


Clive Skilton’s new Cavalier on its debut. 


Clive’s first time winner 


Clive Skilton emerged as the winner 
first time out with his new Cavalier 
funny car at Santa Pod at the week- 
end with a winning time over Dave 
Stone of 7.09s to 7.9s. Allan 
Herrid ge took Top Fuel with the new 
Pod car, his last run against Ron 
Picardo being held on a wet track 
with no times of note recorded. 
Martin Rowat took Pro Comp and 
Howard Smith Pro Stock — his first 
win. 

There were six funny cars entered, 
with Liam Churchill running his first 
six with the Euro Capri at 6.91s to 
take low time — Skilton taking his 
new car to a 7.0s ahead of Barnet, 
Stone and Priddle — who had put a 
stock stroke crank in the Donovan 
engine, and Elson, whose Capri 
rounded out the field. He was first to 
fall to Stone, who had a troubled run 
at 9.3s, but not as troubled as 
Elson’s. Skilton and Churchill ran 
byes together with Clive hittin 
eee in 6.96s with the un ainted 
Vauxhall, Liam shutting off to an 
8.6s. Priddle was unlucky in losing 
fire after his burn-out — a rare and 
unexplained occurence, leaving 
Barnett an easy 7.0s to get through. 
But he went out next time to 
Churchill’s hard working Capri, the 
little car snaking slightly to a 7.3s to 
8.0s — but he bent a rod doing it and 
had to pull out — letting Stone back 
in for the final, after Skilton had 
beaten him 7.0s to 7.9s in the semi- 
final. The last run was a repeat per- 
formance for both cars, 7.0s to 7.9s, 


Rad’s team 


Rad Dougall was at Brands on 
Sunday, casting envious eyes over 
the FF'2000s, even though he has his 
own set-up organized. With Bob 
Toleman and Alex Hawkridge, who 
currently race Royale RP21s in the 
Dunlop Star of Tomorrow series in 
particular, Dougall will be 
organising initi testing and 
running of the Royale FF2000 and 
the F3 cars that are currently on the 
stocks. The set-up will be based at 
the Midlands premises of the 
Toleman Delivery Group directors 
and it is expected that directors 
Toleman and Hawkridge will move 
apie FF 2000 later this or next year, 
while Rad will be in the F3 car later 
on this year. Dougall was hobbling 
around fairly happily on a pair of 
sticks but his legs are still in plaster, 
after his Mallory Park accident. 


and it looks as if Skilton’s new car 

ill be an even more potent runner 

ee ext ae are = cane 

op Fuel qu ing was led by 
edge and Crane, bat Pete lost a 
valve and damaged his aluminium 
head in doing it. Attempts to run a 
iron head on that side proved inade- 
quate, so Herridge ran as favorite, 
running a best of 6.39s against Roz 
Prior, whose saga of woe continued 
when the motor went out again on 
the burn-out. A similar fate befell 
Mike Hall, who had beaten Tony 
Froome in the first round with his 
Pro Comp car, 7.8s to 8.1s, but 
against Herridge he suffered fuel 
surge as Herridge clocked a rather 
snaky 7.23s. Ron Picardo beat Gerry 
Andrews’ Pro Comp Chevy with a 
strong 7.2s to 7.5s, and again with a 
7.2s to 8.6s when Andrews stood in 
for Crane — who elected not to run 
with his head problem. The final, 
with rain falling, saw both cars fish- 
tailing wildly off the line before shut- 
ting down and coasting through, 
Herridge first. 

The Pro Comp win on Sunday went 
to Lawrence Burn at 8.1s with his 
rear engined Donavon, with Martin 
Rowat losing fire, but on Monday, 
Martin had Nee enne going his way 
with an 8.1s win over. John Wright, a 
great performance from Rowat’s 
injected 354 Chev. Jim Read failed to 
get out to run Pat Cuss in the other 
semi, Cuss cruising through at 10.4s. 
Rowat proved unstoppable in the 
final, taking a well deserved win at 
8.3s/157mph to Cuss’s 10.1. 3 

Pro Stock saw a new winner in the 
shape of Howerd ‘Wiffy’ Smith, who 
beat Tony Dickson on Sunday with 
his Nova, 10.45s to 11.1s, Dickson’s 
Camaro troubled with carburation 
problems These continued through 

onday, and he was lucky to get to 
the final again when Glen Jarvis’ 351 
Falcon dropped its propshaft on the 
line-complete with the pinion gear 
still attached! John Ledster broke a 
half-shaft on his Mustang against 
Smith, who took another 10.4s. 
Dickson had improved things for the 
final a little, but in a tremendous 
close race, was just beaten by Smi 
10.61s to 10.71s. Smith’s 
performance was a welcome addition 
to the Pro Stock ranks as the 
potential of the cars grows closer. 

As at recent meetings, the racing 
in the other classes was of a unt 
formly high standard, with several 
new best times from competitors in 
Middle competition in particular 
making for some upsets and 
surprises and although the crowd fell 
short of the Easter mark, it was well 
attended and run. 
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‘the Brush Fusegear 


The Philip Bullman-Divina Galica match resulted in victory for Brands 


Hatch’s lady at the Kent circuit on Sunday. First of all, Bullman went out in 


the FF2000 Elden in which he’ 


ractised the previous day over 20 laps and 
recorded 2m 389s from the standing start, but 


ivina got down to 2m 36.5s in 


acarin which she has infinitely more experience. Then, after Divina had won 
the Escort Sport lady’s race, they went out for the same configuration of 
lappery in the Sports. Bullman got down to 3m 17.6s and in the end, Divina 
was only 0.2s quicker, both under the lap record which was a fine effort. So 


victo 


went to Divina Galica, well deserved, while Bullman later went out 


and showed what he’s made of by equalling the Formula Ford lap record. 


Bright and 
Devaney out 
for polishing 


Following post race scrutineering, 
both first and second placed men in 
ormula Ford 
final at Silverstone on Monday, John 
Bright and Bernard Devaney have 
been excluded from the results. On 
both cars, the inlet manifolds on the 
engine had internal surface finishing 
(polished) which is ainst the 
regulations. Both drivers had 
engmes by Alan Smith, Bright’s 
already the subject of a protest last 
week from Peter Harrington at 
Cadwell Park, although our man on 
the spot says that Bright was run- 
ning a different engine to last week. 
Both components have been sealed 
and the drivers have protested the 
decision. For the time being, Jim 
Walsh is the winner despite his spin, 
at an average speed of 77.31mph and 
Matthew Argenti is the fastest lap 
recipient on 1m 13.2s,,79.08mph. 


The flight of 
the Sark 


FF2000s were involved in another. 


first lap shunt at Snetterton last 
Monday. Richard Piper, with the 
Sark Racing Sark-Holbay CRO1/1 
was lying fourth when the closely 
bunched field exited Russell during 
the Allied Polymer Group’s 
Championship round. seperate a 
lock nut broke allowing a front wheel 
to flap around on the wishbone 
which caused a spin in front of Frank 
oe (Ken Hensley Racing Dulon- 

on MP18) who, upon seeing the 
incident about to happen in front of 
him, lifted off only to be hit up the 
rear by Syd Fox (Elden-Neil Brown 
Mki8). Syd didn’t lift as, he 
reasoned, if he had he would have 
been hit up the a — — ! Fortunately 
no-one was but both Fox’ and 
Sytner’s cars were badly damaged. 
@The ladies of the BMRMC Dish of 
the Day last Saturday was MGB 
driver Ricky Podmore. 


© The ladies of the BMRMC 


awarded their Dish of the Day 
Award to Lbat sed. courteons, 
competitive West Country star 
Win Percy on Monday. 


s+ 


An interesting entry in the 2-litre 
sports car race at Oulton Park was 
e ex-John Markey Gropa CMC of 
Colin James, formerly known for his 
exploits in a 3-litre Martin V8-en- 
gined Escort. The Gropa is also 
wered by a destroked 2-litre 
artin V8 but is now verging on the 
historic in terms of suspension, etc. 
Nevertheless, James went reliably to 
finish ninth in the race. The Gropa, 
you will remember, was the open 
two-seater body marketed by 
Andrew Mylius in 1970 and ’71 for 
owners of Chevron B8s who could 
up afford the new generation of 
19s. ; 


@ Some Formula Ford drivers at 
Thruxton just couldn’t get the hang 
of the track in the wet. Murra 
he ag was the real star wit 

Geoff Smailes as _ runner-up, 
Dudgeon winning with five recorded 
spins before he retired after nine 
laps, and smailes recording a paltry 
two and tieing with Steve Williams. 


FF2000 
bonhomie 


Due to mechanic problems, Roger 
Orgee set off for his FF2000 double- 
header over the weekend with just 
his’ wife Denise as company and 
helper. At Brands all went well, but 
at Thruxton, things were rather 
different, for a wishbone broke in 
practice and Orgee’s Elden went into 
the Esses bank backwards. With no 
mechanic, the hopes of making the 
race wererather dim. 

However, first of all the Esses 
marshals dismantled the damaged 
corner before the car was towed back 
to the Paddock, and once there, 
Denise had organised all sorts of 
kind people to help them out, not the 
least Sark, Hawke and Titan, the 
latter brazing up the wishbone for 
Orgee to take the grid for the race. 
oa rewarded his helpers partially 
by beating them! The car went we 
enough, but handling problems and a 
broken seat dropped him to sixth 
after a demon start. 

Meanwhile, Orgee has two things 
to say. Firstly, thanks to all who 
helped, from Hawke, Sark and Titan 
through to the marshals on the 
Esses_ post; and secondly, any 
mechanic in the Bristol area who can 
deal with FF 2000 and can help out at 
weekends should call him at Bristol 
47512. There’s a meeting at Silver- 
stone this weekend so hurry. 


Percy and 
Swadkin in 
Radio 1 Mexicos 


Escort Mexicos showed their teeth 
in the Radio One round at Brands 
Hatch on Sunday. In particular, Tim 
Swadkin had a ‘Bood time dicing for 
third place and taking it in John 
Waterman’s Mexico, the engine of 
which he builds. Group one saloon 
star Win Percy also appeared in a 
Mexico in which he hopes to contest 
a few Mexico rounds, the car being 
prepared by PAO, although it 
seemed a little down on power in this 
instance. 


Edmonds off again 


Many of the Noel Edmonds fans who 
had swelled the Snetterton gate to 
catch a glimpse of their hero racing 
the Team Castrol Opel Commodore 
GSE were. disappointed last 
Monday. After a collision with 
another car before the red flag 
incident and, after the restart, 
contact with the Armco enforcing re- 
tirement at Brands the previous day, 
Noel’s mechanics had to spend an all 
nighter repairing the machine for 


Monday. To allow Noel to broadcast 
a Radio One Road Show from nearby 
Norwich at mid-day, practice for the 
production saloons was first thing 
on Monday. Almost as soon as the 
session had begun the well-known 
host of “The Breakfast Show’ was 
once again parked against the 
barrier after a spin at Russell on only 
his second lap! A stiff but otherwise 
unhurt Noel was out of the day’s pro-' 
ceedings. 


Noel Edmonds’ Opel Commodore after its Snetterton accident on Monday. It 


had just b 


rebuilt after a similar pran. 


the 


Oscar otz, right wearing the 
garland even though the stewards 
reckoned that he'd jumped the start 
of the Brands FF2000 round. Left is 

eoff Friswell, who inherited the 
race, and reckoned that Notz 
deserved his victory. 


Of Oscar — 
andAmericans 


While Oscar Notz was doing his 
thing on the track at Brands with 
considerable success in the FF 2000 
round, the other South American 
newcomers to the APG series were 
on the sidelines having failed to 
start. Carlos Gonzales had his first 
run in practice in his Sark while 
Emesto Soto was in one of Ken 
Hensley’s Dulons. One of Hensley’s 
Dulons was bearing the legend, High 
and Mighty which is the title of 
Uriah Heep’s very latest long player 
album. Hensley, obviously enjoying 
being back on the racing scene after 
a lengthy but remunerative trip to 
the States, had a hand in composing 
all the titles on the latest record. 

It is said that a newcomer to the 
FF2000 scene in a. Dulon may be 
Alan Balladur, well known to Grand 
Prix pressmen as one of the friendly 
prone officers at the Monaco Grand 

rix. American Balladur has fixed 
up sponsorship from the Student 
Training Centrein Windsor. 


ADO avoids 
pheasant 


Alister Douglas-Osborne’s winning 
performance in the Gurston round of 
the Guyson/BARC Hill Climb 
Championship on May 23 was not 
achieved without incident. Although 
he set BTD on the last climb of the 
day, on an earlier run he shot off the 
start line in the accustomed manner 
but to the accompaniment of much 
Deadectateniie from seasoned 
observers the Pilbeam then braked 
to a crawl before blasting away 
again. A missed _ gearchange? 
Rumour has it that a pheasant (not 
peasant, of which several did cause 
some alarm by encroaching on a pro- 
hibited area at one point) chose this 
awkward moment to cross Al’s 
bows! 


Turbo for 
Aylott 


The RAFMSA’s _long-standng 
sports car enthusiast Les Aylott has 
developed the much revamped 
Ardua still further. Apart from a 
Lola nose the car now sports a 
1427cc turbocharged BDA engine, 
built, as ever, by Les himself. The 
cheerful flyer confesses to a lot of 
development problems — apart from 
anything else there seems to be a 
worrying amount of heat to dissipate 


these or the Ruffarth rain. 
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Taylor at the centre 


At the end of the Phillips Rallycross 
last Sunday at Long Marston it 
could not be said that there was any 
outright winner. Undoubtedly the 
fastest man on the decidedly bumpy 
surface was John Taylor, having his 
first outing in the tarmac rally 
Escort II just completed for his use 
in the Donegal Rally. John had 
loaned his regular rallycross car to 
Roger Clark who put 11,500rpm on 
the clock in his first run and left 
Haynes with yet another rebuild. 
John was one of the most vociferous 
in his objections to the very uneven 
track and his fears were realised with 
a substantial amount of carnage by 
the end of the day, the worst incident 
being when Richard Painton totalled 
his Mini, the driver being 
fortunately unharmed, but the 
marshals took a disturbingly long 
time to arrive at the scene. 

The real action commenced with 
the Hot Rod versus Rallycross 
challenge in which Barry Lee won 
_ three races, George Polley two and 
Bruce Bamber and Mick Bird one 
apiece. By virtue of. consistent 
driving the rallycross team won the 
challenge by 98-77 but the margin 
would have been greater had George 
Warren not blown a piston earlier 
and been forced to race the slower 


Development 
ceased 


The accident to Robin Gray’s 
Morgan .Plus 8 on the last *p of 
Oulton’s modsports event is likely to 
remove one of the category’s most 
spectacular and enthusiastic com- 
petitors from the scene for some 
time. The car hit the barriers very 
hard, wrecking the front of the 
Morgan chassis. This year, after a 
considerable amount of development 
work over the winter in the suspen- 
sion department, the car has been 
lapping at times little slower than it 
managed in 1975 with an engine 
giving 40bhp more and the combina- 
tion of a highly modified engine and 
the new suspension may now never 
be seen. 


International events 


_ by Pip Dale or George Hill, with the 


Escort 1300GT of his ace wrench 
Clive Trueman, and had Mick Bird 
and Tom Airey been called up for 
their third runs. 

During the afternoon Motostage | 
provided for two rallycross elimin- 
ators, each having a ten car final. 
Disappointingly John Taylor was’ 
pushed off the grid of the first one, 

is ignition pack having failed, 
which allowed the immaculate 
Autoconti VW of John Button to 
take the £75 first prize. John Welch 
was second A a the line, but was 
penalised for nudging another 
competitor into a spin, not for the 
first time, which elevated John 
Smith, Trevor Reeves and Tom 
Airey into the next spots. 

John Taylor did, however, make 
the second final and once again he 
set the standard for everyone to aim 
at, and one which nobody achieved. 
John Smith was — the next best 
Escorteer and only lost second to 
Tom Airey on the penultimate lap, 
Button dropping down the field to 
fourth. 

Interspersed throughout the day 
were a number of increasingly 
tedious Vauxhall races, won either 


former taking the victory on 
aggregate. 


Birley bothers 


Post race scrutineering cleared all - 
the front runners in the BBC Radio 
One Production saloon car race at 
Brands Hatch, save the Capri of Rod 
Birley. This ex-Spice G1, as opposed 
to production, car was remarkably 
quick as opposed to other Capris and 
has obviously attracte the 
attention of the scrutineer, who has 
sealed the car for future 
examination. The part -that is 
attracting special interest is the rear 
end, back axle, diffandsoon. __ 

@ For some reason the MGCC would 
not allow Rob Haigh to enter his 
modsports MGA for the modified 
class in their MGA race at Silver- 
stone last Saturday and Rob had to 
be content with spectating. One 
would have thought that the car was 
tailor made for such a race! 
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| SILVERSTONE __ 


The BARC organise a compact six 
race programme at the 
Northamptonshire circuit _ this 
Sunday, breaking away from the 
standard diet of special saloons and 
Formula Ford and going for Super, 


Production and Mini _ saloons, 
FF2000. and F3 with finally the 
Oceanair Clubmans field. 


Super Saloons at the circuit might 
well revive memories of the superb 
recent battle between Garry 
Marshall’s Firenza Repco and 
Jonathan Buncombe’s  Chevron- 


based Imp, and there’s every chance - 


of a repeat, although Mr Marshall 
might well have some tricks up his 
sleeve this time. 

The supporting cast includes the 
7.0 Jaguar-Chevrolet possibly to be 
driven by Mike Wilds, the Camaros 
of Stuart Graham and Reine Wisell, 

Major single seater races are those 
for F3 and FF2000. The survivors of 
Monaco assemble for a BP round at 
the circuit, and among those are 
Monte winner Bruno Giacomelli, and 


the man who came third, Stephen. 


South, while triple Formula Ford 
title holder Geoff Lees may at last 
get his chance in the F3 Chevron. 
The FF 2000 grid looks as healthy as 


ever and should be just as closely. 


fought as ever. Tiff Needell, Geoff 
Friswell, Bernard Vermilio are all 
race winners, while Ian Taylor, Frank 
Sytner, and Oscar Notz are just 
waiting their chance. It could come 
at Silverstone. 

Rod Birley, Tony Lanfranchi and 
Brian Pepper have all shown them- 
selves to be ultra-competitive in 
Production saloons and will go in for 
overall honours in the Britax round, 
while Divina Galica joins the Mini 
1275 GT drivers for their Mini 
Challenge round. Finally, battle is 
joined once again between the Farth- 
ing brothers Don and Steve, Nick 
Scott and Alex Ferrada in the Ocean- 
air Clubmans round. 

All the other usual Silverstone 


features are included and a great day | 


it would seem to be. 


BRANDS HATCH 


The fourth round of Indylantic ’76 
takes place this Sunday at Brands 
Hatch when the survivors of last 
weekend’s Croft meeting reassemble 
to do battle in qualifying and race. 
At the time of writing, there were 
only twelve’ entries notified, 
although a further eight were ex- 


pected. Prim along those already 
entered are Richard Seott and Ted 


Wentz. Both are in the same — 
Scott in the  Dicksons 
Perth/British ‘ Caledonian Airways 
Modus and Wentz in the Swan Lager 
Racing Lola T460 and it would seem 
that the winner will come from one of 
these two, but that will be fought out 
on the track. ‘ 

In the second division are Jeremy 
Rossiter, and Phil Dowsett im 
Chevrons and Steve Carvill in the 
Radio Luxembourg Surtees, 
Dowsett particularly anxious for a 
good showing for his new sponsors, 
Sangria Designs. Another man to 


_watch is former Formula Fordster, 


Mike King who’s now in the ranks in 
a Lola T360. 

Formula Fords are so plentiful at 
the meeting that there are two heats 
and a final while there’s a Modsports 
race and the interesting Monopostos 
have a round of their series. Watch 
out for David- Coombes’ Manta 

ainst the all-conquering Viking of 
Allan Baillie in that race. Finally, the 
smartest special saloons around, 
Mini 850 and Mini 1000 have a 
match race against one another. 


SHELSLEY WALSH 


Battle is joined once again on the 
Worcestershire hill for the RAC 
National Hillclimb championship on 
Sunday when all the main protagon- 
ists meet for their fifth round. the 
usual names are entered, such as Sir 
Nick Williamson (March-DFV 741), 
Roy Lane (McRae-Chevrolet GM1), 
David Franklin (March-BMW 742), 
Michael MacDowel (2.0 Ralt RT1) 
and Alister Douglas-Osborne 
(Pilbeam-DFV R15). There’s a 
Concours d’Elegance for. Jaguar 
Drivers Club, historic racing cars, 


_ and vintage Bentleys at this Duport 


sponsored meeting. Practice starts 
on Saturday at 10am and competi-° 
tive runs start at 11.30 am on 
Sunday. 


LYDDEN 


TEAC are in charge of seven twelve- 
lappers at the Kent circuit on 
Sunday. Formula Ford, modsports, 
Mini 850 and special saloons are 
among the classes catered for with 
drivers includmg John Homewood, 
Bob Addison, Jim Mancey and 
Martin Moorhead. - 

Practice starts at 12.30 pm and the 
first race is at 2.30 pm. 


Date Venue Event ; 

June 3/7 Britain Scottish Rally — European Rally Championship for Drivers 

June 446 Italy 4 Regions Rally — European Rally Championship for Drivers 

June 6 Wunstorf, Germany Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars, F3, FV, FSV 

June6 Mid Ohio, USA Twin 200 — Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars 

June 6/7 Osterreichring, Austria European Championship for Grand Touring Cars Round 4 — 

Sports Cars, F3, F Libre 
June 7 Pau, France European Championship for F2 Drivers Round 6 
British events 

Date Venue Event Status Club Start Details 

June 4 Killigrew Farm, Trispen, Autocross iC Truro & DMC 07.00 Saloons, Sports & GT's Production Cars, Rally Cars 
nr Truro (MR204/846525) : 

June 45 Syonfin, Co Tyrone Hillclimb R Omagh MC 13.45 Syonfin Hillclimb 

June 5 Longridge, nr Blackpool Autotest C Clitheroe & DMC ~ Shellsport SD34 Off Road Championship 

June5 Kings Parade Sprint R Wallasey MC —_ _ 

June 546 Shelsley Walsh, Hillclimb N Midland AC 11.30 RAC National/RAC Leaders Hillclimb Championships 
nr Worcester - Dupont Trophy Meeting 

June 6 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Kent Race Meeting R Rochester MC 14.00 Indylantic Car Races — Indylantic, Mini 7/Mini 1000, 

ent f FF 1600, Modsports, Monoposto 

June6 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Race Meeting R BARC 14.30 Tricentrol Super Saloons, Britax Production Saloons 

Northants : Leyland 1275GT Mini chalisiee! BP F3, Allied Polymer 
’ ; ’ FF 2000, Oceanair Clubmans Sports 

June6 Lydden Hill, Lydden Village, Kent Race Meeting | R TEAC 14.30 FF 1600, Mini 7 Championships, Modsports, Saloons 

June 6 Curborough, nr Lichfield, Staffs Sprint R 432 Solihull MC 14.00 AMMC Sprint Championship 

June6 Cleworth Hall, Tyldesley, Autocross R Lancs & Cheshire — BTRDA Autocross Clubmans Championship 
nr Leigh, Manchester : 

June 6 Howfields Farm, Stapleford Tawney Autocross R West Essex CC _ _ 

June 6 Brighton Seafront, Sussex Rally R Brighton & Hove — Rally of the Rests — ASEMC crencenhip. 

June 6 Frenchley Park Service Stn, Rally R Dursley MC & LCC 08.00 Fouracre Memorial Rally — Welsh & West Midland 
Bristol Association Stage Championship 

June 6 Bankswood Park, Hadfield Prod Car Trial | R Glossop & DCC 10.30 BTRDA Prod Car Trial Championship 
(MR110/023959) Shellsport Brentwood Production Car Trial 

June 6 a Autotest cP Dudsbury CGC _ Hamworthy Autotest 

June 6 Gortin Glen Hillclimb Cc Omagh MC 14.00 Gortins Glen Hillclimb 

nes of the Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, Autosport Editorial Department. 
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‘Tf we hadn't made an oil for him,we couldn't 
= have made an oil for you. 


The man in our picture is Eric Coleman. 


Fully loaded, it weighs 75 tons. 

Eric has to drive it back and forth across 
some of the toughest, most rugged country in 
Australia. 

It's unbearably hot, dusty, and many of 
the roads are no more than dirt tracks. 

Protecting his engine is a tough job. But 
BP have the answer. 


We've developed a special oil for extreme 


conditions like these, which gives his = su 


engine complete protection. In spite of 
the dust. And the heat. 

As a major international company, 
we at BP solve difficult problems like 
this, all over the world. 


Over the years we've produced 


The vehicle is his 140 feet long road train. 


Super 
« Yisco 
Static 


oils for engines that work in deserts. Frozen 
Arctic wastes. Steaming swampland. You 
name it. BP have been there. 

And this is where your car comes in. 

All the research and experience that 
have gone into making oils for vehicles like 
Eric Colemans, have helped us make the 
right oil for your car: | 

Super Visco-Static. 

An oil that, even in today’s motoring 
conditions, protects your engine more 
efficiently than ever before. 

Use Super Visco-Static. The oil 
that contains one very special extra 
ingredient: 

Know-how. 

BP SuperVisco-Static. 
We made it the hard way. 


